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THINKING OF THE 
GREATER GOOD 


THE current bickering over 
testing, including Ferrari's 
offer to skip pre-British GP 
mileage at Silverstone, is 
further proof that Formula1 
is becoming dangerously 
self-obsessed and ignoring 
its fan base. 

Ferrari's gesture might 
appear noble, but at its heart is just continued 
self-interest - the goal of breaking up the 
agreement between all the other teams so it 
isno longer asolitary loose cannon outside of 
the framework. The ‘band of nine’ should 
stand firm on their agreement and stay 
united until Ferrari enters the fold and amore 
sensible accord can be reached. 

Asastarting point, we'd suggest hacking 
aweek or two off the 30-day limit and 
turning grand prix Fridays into test days 
instead, with free access for spectators. 

It could save a few bob and would mark an 
important step towards F1 finally giving 
something back to the fans. 


@ It's not often we single out one journalist in 
these pages, but this week we're making an 
exception. Gordon Kirby has been a familiar 
name in Autosport for more than 30 years as 
our American Editor, but he stands down this 
week to focus on his burgeoning television 
and publishing work. ‘GK’ will no doubt keep 
an eye on our new Champ Car correspondent 
David Malsher as the series continues to 
recover this year - in the meantime, we thank 
him, wish him well and hope that you'll enjoy 
reading his sign-off feature on p64. 
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. TOP STORY 


GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING 

Michael Schumachertests the F2005 that will makeits race debut 
at thisweekend’s Bahrain GP. Ferrari and Bridgestone are pinning 
their hopes onthe new car il SEEMAINSTORY FORMORE > > 


FERRARI’SHOPES of redressing its dismal start 
tothe season are pinned on the new Bridgestone 
tyres developed specifically for the F2005, which 
will make its race debut at the Bahrain Grand Prix. 

Bridgestone has been under pressure to improve its 
performance after a terrible Malaysian GP in which Ferrari 
could salvage only a seventh place for Michael Schumacher. 
Schumacher and team-mate Rubens Barrichello, driving 
Ferrari's interim F2004M chassis, complained of poortraction, 
grip and braking performance. Schumacher’s tyres were 
severely worn by the end of the race. 

Bridgestone admitted its tyres were inadequate and post- 
Sepang ramped up its development programme to produce 
better rubber for this weekend's race. The newtyres are 
tailored specifically to the F2005, which has itself been 
purpose-built to suit the new long-life tyre regulations. In tests 
atthe Mugello circuit in Italy lastweek, both Ferrari and 
Bridgestone noted immediate performance improvements. 

Bridgestone technical manager Hisao Suganuma said: 
“The testwas very good. The more running we dowith the 
new car, the more we learn.” 
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Autosport understands, however, thatthe medium and 
hard compound tyres that will be used in Bahrain are still far 
from definitive. Bridgestone is planning to use the three-week 
break between Bahrain and Imola to produce something 
closer to a final-specification tyre that will form the basis of its 
products throughout the European Formula 1 races. 

Bridgestone’s ability to develop tyres to meet 2005's 
long-life regulations has been limited by the nature of its 
relationship with Ferrari. As the supplier to only one top team, 
ithas completed barely one-seventh of the winter testing 
mileage that Michelin has run with its clutch of leading teams: 
BAR, Williams, Renault, McLaren and Toyota. 

The design compromises of the F2004M, including its 
inability to maximise the performance ofits long-life tyres, 
have been addressed in the new car. The F2005 has an all-new 
gearbox, around which the rear aerodynamics have been 
sculpted, to incorporate a more efficient diffuser anda 
mini-wing on top of the rear crash structure (see illustration). 
Italso a has a bespoke braking system developed exclusively 
for Ferrari by Brembo, a two-race engine that fits only this 
monocoque anda more rear-biased weight distribution, 


— 


NEW BRIDGESTON 
TO FRESH FERRA 


intended to aid traction and prolong tyre life. 

Team chief Jean Todt said the F2005 would enable Ferrari 
tomountan “all-out attack” onthe championship. 

He said: “After two defensive races we are ready to go on 
the attack. The gearbox, engine transmission and brakes are 
all strong points of this car. Mugello confirmedits potential.” 

The F2005, designed by Aldo Costa, is the first F1 Ferrari 
penned by an Italian since Mauro Forghieri’s 126C4 of 1984 
and has been hailed as the team’s best-ever car by technical 
director Ross Brawn. It was originally scheduled to race at 
round five, the Spanish GP. butincreased competition from 
rivals, in particular Renault which has dominated the first two 
races of 2005, has forced Ferrari to bring forwardits debut. 

McLaren CEO Martin Whitmarsh said: “The first two races 
showed the rate of progress that has been made by some 
teams. Ferrari found they were unable to stand still with an 
updated version of last year’s very successful car.” 

He warned that the competition in F1 was so intense Ferrari 
would not find it easy to run at the front, even with the F2005. 

“Asuperficial analysis of the F2005 would lead you to 
suppose that a big chunk of its success would depend on its 


“AFTER TWO 
DEFENSIVE 
RACES WE 
ARE READY 
TOGOON 
THE ATTACK” 


ATTACK 


tyres. | don’t think Bridgestone will get it as wrong for a second 
race running, but so far Michelin has done a better job.” 

Ferrari has estimated the F2005 to be between 0.5 and one 
second faster than its predecessor. At the first back-to-back 
tests of the two chassis, atJerez on March 10, test driver Luca 
Badoer lapped in 1m18.116sin the F2005, while fellow tester 
Marc Gené seta 1m18.349s in the F2004 M. 

Schumacher, who drove the new car for the first time at 
Mugello lastweek, said: “It’s important to immediately get 
a good feeling fora new car, and! can say that this is the case 
with the F2005. The car does not only feel fast, itis fast.” 

But his brother Ralf Schumacher believed Ferrari and 
Bridgestone were doing too little, too late. He said: “After the 
results of the F2004M, they had to act, but | cannot see Ferrari 
winning the title. Renaultis more than just a tough opponent.” 

The hastened debut of the F2005 will put Ferrari under 
pressure to achieve the levels of reliability it has become used 
to in recent seasons. Brawn has admitted that none of the 
cars long runsin testing have been trouble-free. fi 


GIORGIO PIOLA GETS UNDER THE NEW DATA 


SKIN OF FERRARI'S NEW F2005 


1 Asymmetrical 
right-hand chimney; 
open exitimproves 
cooling. 2 Mini-wing, 
designed to gain 
maximum benefit 
from cleaner rear 
airflow. 3 Crash box 
wing (seeillustration 
below). F2005 
gearboxis extra 
narrowto help 
improve efficiency 
of diffuser 


Ferrari and Williams 
have both built these 


F2005 has four airbox mini-wings mounted 
mini-wings—two ontop of the rear 
more than the crash structure. 
F2004M. Ferrari, like They are designed 
allteams, has sought to regain downforce 
an aerodynamic lost underthe 
advantage from 2005 aerodynamic 
every area of the regulations 
bodywork. Airbox 

winglets have to 

increase downforce 

without disturbing 

airflow to the all- 

important rear wing 


F2005 has 
asymmetrical 
chimneys; the left 
chimney is closed, 
the right chimney is 
open. Both are 
significantly 
smallerthan 
those onthe 
F2004M. The 
exhaust exit 
position has 
been changed 
onthe F2005 
(notillustrated) 
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FACT: SINCE 2001 
MONTOYA HAS DRIVEN 
IN 70 CONSECUTIVE 
GRANDS PRIX, WINNING 
FOUR OF THEM 


Montoya suffered a hairline fracture to his right 
shoulder while playing tennis athomeinSpain | 


INJURED MONTOYA MA 
NOT BE FIT FOR IMOLA 


DE LA ROSA JUANPABLO Montoya faces a race to 
CV 


within the team (see right). 

Montoya sustained the injury last Saturday 
after a fall while playing tennis with trainer 
Gerry Convey at his Spanish home near 


Madrid, according to official sources. 

Initial fears that Montoya had broken an arm 
were denied by the team, but concerns over 
tissue damage around the shoulder, also 


be fit to drive in the San Marino Grand 
Prix on April 24 after suffering a 
hairline fracture to his right shoulder. 


Age 34 

Born Barcelona, Spain 

1983 &’87 European radio- 
controlled off-road car champion 
1989 Spanish Formula Fiat Uno 
Champion 

1990 Spanish Formula Ford 
1600 champion 

1992 British and European 
Formula Renault champion 
1995 All-Japan Formula 3 
champion 

1997 Formula Nipponand 
All-Japan GT champion 

1998 F1 test driverfor Jordan 
1999 F1 with Arrows; one point 
2000 F1 with Arrows; two points 
2001 F1 with Jaguar 
(part-season); three points 
2002 F1 with Jaguar;zero points 
2003-2005 McLaren test driver 


Montoya will miss the Bahrain Grand Prix this 
weekend after electing to fly to the United States 
to seek medical advice from Champ Car series 
doctor Terry Trammell. 

The injury is expected to take between three 
and four weeks to heal, during which time 
Montoya will be unable to follow his usual fitness 
training regime. Since joining McLaren he 
has focused far harder on his personal fitness, 
losing 6kg during the off-season. 

Any prolonged absence would be a serious 
blow to Montoya’s hopes of fighting for the 
2005 world championship. After his high-profile 
switch to McLaren from Williams, Montoya 
started the season as one of the title favourites. 

But McLaren’s first two races have been 
blighted by a series of incidents, preventing 
the team from showing its true level of 
competitiveness. 

Montoya and team-mate Kimi Raikkénen 
have also locked horns ina fierce, though 
so far friendly, rivalry to establish supremacy 
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ILLUSTRATION: JIMBAMBER 


suffered in the accident, prompted Montoya 
to seek further medical advice, said sources 
close to the Colombian. 

One said Montoya wanted a second opinion 
about the precise nature of his injury and felt 
most confidentin the advice he would receive 
from Trammell. Montoya raced in Champ Cars 
in 1999 and 2000, winning the title in’99 to 
become the series’ youngest champion. 

In Montoya’s absence Spaniard Pedro dela 
Rosa will be elevated from McLaren’s third 
driver role to race in Bahrain. De la Rosa has 
tested the MP4-20 extensively since its January 
launch and was the team’s nominated Friday 
and reserve driver at the Australian and 
Malaysian GPs. 

He has not started a grand prix since the 
2002 Japanese GP where he drove for Jaguar 
Racing. Dela Rosa’s promotion comes at the 
expense of Alex Wurz, McLaren’s reserve driver 
since 2001 (see above right). 

Allthe latest news on www.autesport.com 


TEE/LAT 


WHITMARSH: 
WINS WILL 
COME SOON 


McLAREN CEO Martin 
Whitmarsh believes a win 
is “justaroundthe corner” 
fortheteam, despite its 
disappointing opening two 
races of 2005. 

McLaren started the year 
asjointtitle favourite with 
Renault and Ferrari, butthe 
team’s MP4-20 chassis has 
sofarbeenunableto show 
its full potential. Freak 
qualifying conditions atthe 
Australian Grand Prixwere 
compounded by errorsfrom 
both drivers on race day. In 
Malaysia a tyre deflation for 
Kimi Raikkonen and poor 
set-up choices forJuan 
Pablo Montoya prevented 
either from scoring well. 

But Whitmash (below) is 
confident that despite the 
shoulder injury to Montoya 
earlierthisweek, theteam 
ispoisedtoreturnto 
regular front-running 
performances. 

He said: “We thought 
that ourcarcouldwinthe 
firsttwo races and | think 
we canwin Bahrain. That 
level of expectation will 
carry onthroughout the 
season; that’s the reality 
ofthe situation.” 

Whitmarsh pointed 
tothe fastest race lap set 
by Raikkonen atthe 
Malaysian Grand Prixas 
evidence of the MP4-20’s 
strength in high-speed 
corners—a strong indicator 
ofacar’s paceand 
aerodynamic efficiency. 

“Renault may have 
won the first two races but 
there’s noway thisis going 
to beaRenault-dominated 
championship,” he said. 
“The level of competition 
istoo strong forthat.” 

Whitmarsh hinted, 
however, that some 
concerns remain over the 
power output of the 
Mercedes V10 engine. “We 
havetoo much drag forthe 
powerwe have,” he said. “In 
race conditions a carhasto 
have enough top speed to 
beable to pass another car. 


” 


GRIFFITHS/LAT 


NicLAREN AIMS BIG 
FOR WURZ THIRD CAR 


McLAREN IS working flat outon 
adjustments to its MP4-20 thatwill 
allow Austrian AlexWurzto run as 
its Friday tester at this weekend’s 


potential race startis another 
disappointmentto Wurz, who had 
hoped thatwith McLaren runninga 
third carin Friday practice this year, 


Bahrain Grand Prix. he would be able to show 
McLaren’s decision his credentials as a 

to design its MP4-20 potential race driver. 

chassis around shorter . The modifications 

race drivers Juan Pablo ©\ eel © tothe MP4-20hadnot 

Montoya and Kimi le been scheduled for 

Raikkonen has meant ° completion untilthe 

the lanky Wurzhas not San Marino Grand Prixon 

yet driven the new car. Wurz April24 atthe earliest. 

The team was therefore Butin the wake of 


obliged to call up Pedro dela Rosa, 
who has carried outthe team’s 
Friday testing in the firsttwo races of 
2005, to substitute forthe injured 
Montoya at Bahrain (see left). 

Wurz, 31, has been McLaren’s 
testand reserve driver since 2001 
andisthe team’s nominated stand- 
in should one ofits race drivers be 
unable to compete. The loss ofa 


Ontrack McLaren's drivers are pushing 
to the limit and sometimes beyond 


Montoya’s shoulderinjury the team 
worked over Easter Monday ina bid 
toready the carforWurzand 
capitalise on the advantage that 
running the extra Friday testing 
miles offers. 

Wurzlastraced in Formula 1 
for Benetton duringa troubled 
2000 season inwhich he scored 
only two points. 


TEAM-MATES ‘ARE 


PUSHING TOO HARD’ 


McLAREN HAS admitted the 
competition between its drivers 
may be preventing the team from 
reaching its maximum potential. 

CEO Martin Whitmarsh said 
Kimi Raikkonen and Juan Pablo 
Montoya had overdriven at 
times during the Australian and 
Malaysian grands prixin an effort 
to beat each other. 

“There’s inevitably pressure 
between the two of them, because 
a driver's major aim is to beat his 
team-mate,” he said. “In that 
environmenta driver ends up 
overdriving and that’s something 
that has been openly discussed 
inthe team. 

“On balance you tend to find 
that two attacking drivers are the 
ones that get the most out of the car 
as longas you build itto their style.” 

The two have yet to race wheel- 
to-wheel at McLaren, but Raikkonen 
said beating Montoya was an 
explicit goal. “You have to be 
quicker than yourteam-mate,” he 
said, “because heis the only one 
equipped with the same machinery 


as you, the only onewith the real 
comparison to you. 

“|wantto be the quickest and 
beat my team-mate, butthe same 
goes with all the others too. My 
targetis to win the championship. 
That means | have to beat 
everybody. | have to bein front of 
the whole field.” 

Raikkonen said he did not 
expect the rivalry with Montoya to 
go beyond the track. 

“| don’texpect there will be 
bitter fights between us when we 
climb outfrom the cockpit. We 
will, of course, fight to the limit 
when we race, butthatis normal. 
We have been doing that since we 
started in Formula 1.Sometimes in 
F1 team-mates have a mental fight 
where they stab each otherin the 
back through the media, but thatis 
not my thing.” 

Mercedes boss Norbert Haug 
said he believed the competition 
between his two stars was healthy 
forthe team. 

“Itwould be more of a worry if 
they refused to go forit,” he said. 


HONDA CLAIMS ENGINE GAINS 


HONDAIS confidentit has fixed 
the engine problems that put 
Jenson Button and Anthony 
Davidson out of the Malaysian 
Grand Prix. 

Both BAR drivers retired 
after just two laps, when 
identical oil pressure sensor 
failures caused their engines 
to lose all their oil. The team 
tested extensively at Paul 
Ricard in France last week to 
rectify the problem. Anthony 
Davidson completed 167 laps 
and test driver Enrique 
Bernoldi did 176 without 
any engine unreliability. 

Otmar Szafnauer, vice- 
president of Honda Racing 
Developments, said: “We 


MAXPPP 


have some improvements 

in fuel economy with the 
latest-specification engine 
which will be useful for 
planning race strategy. We’re 
looking forward to Bahrain. 


Davidson ran 167 trouble-free | 
laps at Paul Ricard last week 


We were very competitive 
there last season.” 

Takuma Sato, who was 
forced to miss the Malaysian 
GP because of avirus, has been 
passed fit to race in Bahrain. 


FERRARI OFFERS SILVERSTONE 
CARROT TO SPLIT GANG OF NINE 


THE ONGOING Formula 1 testing 
dispute is certain to escalate at 
this week’s Bahrain Grand Prix 
aftera calculated offer by Ferrari 
to cancela pre-British GP test 

at Silverstone. 

Ferrari had booked the track 
foran exclusive test from June 
21-24, but nowsaysitwill 
cancelifotherteams donotjoin 
it. Any of Ferrari’snine rivals 
doing sowould bein breach ofa 
voluntary agreement between 


them nottotest ata circuit 
within 30 days ofaracetobe 
held atthe same venue. 

AFerrarisource said: “Ifthe 
otherteams don’twantto doit, 
then wewon't. Our etiquette is 
notto gain an unfairadvantage 
andwewilltherefore not goto 
circuits that the others donot 
wantto goto.” 

Ferrari’s rivals will view its 
offer as an attemptto splittheir 
alliance ontesting and deflect 


criticism away from Ferrari's 
pursuit ofits owntest schedule 
with no consideration forthe 
restraint being urged by the 
‘gangofnine’. 

Those teams have agreed 
informally to limittheirtesting 
toamaximum of 30 days this 
season. Ferrari argues that by 
reducingitstest mileage and 
cutting staffing at tests, it 
hasdonemoreto reduce costs 
thanthe otherteams. 


TEAMS IN BRAKE 


FEAR FOR BAHRAIN 


FORMULA 1 TEAMS 
are making special 
preparations on 


their cars’ braking systems 
ahead of this weekend’s 
Bahrain Grand Prix. 

The Sakhir circuitis one 
of the toughest on brakes. 
Drivers have to slow from 
190mphinto first or 
second-gear corners three 
times each lap, making the 
track as tough as notorious 
brake-killer Montréal. 


High ambient temperatures 
and the unique additional 
hazard of sand blowing into 
delicate mechanical 
components present further 
technical challenges. 

Renault chassis engineer 
Rod Nelson said: “Sakhiris 
extreme on brakes. The usage 
level is nota problem initself, 
butthe layout of the track 
between turns 4 and 13 means 
that the brakes never really 
have time to cool down 


Jarno Trulli’s discs glow under | 
braking at Sakhir last year 


properly. That canleadto 
oxidisation and much higher 
wear rates.” 

He said drivers would be 
adjusting their car’s brake 
bias throughout the race to 
manage wear. 

Giancarlo Fisichella said: 
“Getting good braking 
performance is amajorfocus 
forthe engineers. Andit’sareal 
challenge forthe drivers, too.” 


ETHERINGTON/LAT 


March 31 2005 www.autosport.com 9 


DC: JACQUES 
COULD WALK 
FROMF1 


DAVID COULTHARD hasfuelled 
speculation that his close 
friend Jacques Villeneuve may 
be onthe verge of quitting F1. 
Coulthard, who joined 
Villeneuve in Switzerland for 
his 34th birthday celebrations 
lastweek, believes the 1997 
world championwill quickly 
become frustrated ifhe does 
notimprove his currentlevel 
of performance. 
HetoldScotland’s Daily 
Recordnewspaper: “Jacques 
ishavinga difficulttime so 
farthis season. Two racesin 
and already the media are 
questioning ifhe will keep 
his seat. That cannothelp. 
“know heis capable of 
greatthings but unless we see 
amarkedimprovement by 
Imolaitwouldn’tsurprise me 
tosee him walk away orbe 
encouraged to do so.” 
Villeneuve slid from 
fourth to 13th atthe Australian 
Grand Prixand spun out 
after making a mistake under 
braking in Malaysia. He heads 
to Bahrain this weekend 
havingnever driven atthe 
Sakhir circuit. 


SAUBER: 
THIRD MAN 
‘MUST PAY’ 


SAUBERIS close to running 
athird carthis season—but 
only ifitcan find a third 
driverwith £2.5 million 
tobringtotheteam. 


Boss Peter Sauber has 
admitted a third carwould 
greatly help the team set up 
its disappointing C24 
chassis atraces. 


Ex-Jordan third driver 


Timo Glock, whois onthe . | 7 
verge of aChamp Car drive, 

has beenintalkswith 

Sauber aboutthe role, and 


former Minardi driver 
Nicolas Kiesarecently 


RED BULLRACING 


RED BULLRACING has admitted it team, despite assertions by boss PeterSauberthat six grands prixin the past two years. 


visited the team to discuss would be willing to farm out one of its questions over his future “were not the point”. Mateschitz’s right-hand man Helmut Marko, 
the potential vacancy. young gun pairing, Christian Klien and Both RBR drivers, each a product ofthe RedBull | whorunsthe Red Bull driver academy, is keen to 
Glockis said to be trying Vitantonio Liuzzi, to rival Formula 1 driver academy, were given identical contracts at give Liuzzi, last year’s International Formula 3000 
to convince his backer team Sauber as a potential replacement for the start of this year: a one-year deal allowing the champion, a race drive. Mateschitz admitted he 
Deutsche Post to fund under-fire former world champion team to switch them between racingand — couldmakehisF1 race debut for RBR at the San 
athird car. Jacques Villeneuve. testing roles. The team tookthis unusual = Marino GP on April 24. 
Peter Sauber said: “We Red Bull owner Dietrich Mateschitz route to allowit flexibility over its race “It’s theoretically possible, particularly as the 
would need an additional claims either could be in line for a drive at driver line-upinthe eventthatthe highly- _ raceis on Italian soil,” he said. “We told Klien he 
five million dollars and Sauber, the team the energy drink giant rated Liuzzi, currently third driver, proved — wouldrace forthe first three events; it is only fair 
right now, we simply supported fora decade in F1. a faster than Klien, who was given the race to give Liuzzi the same chance.” 
cannotafforda third He said: “Of course Klien or Liuzzi could } seat for the first three grands prix. Mateschitz added the team hada duty to find an 
car. The driver would also move to Sauber—although| do notwish & But Klien’s strong showings in the outlet for the talent it had nurtured. He said: “We do 
have to be experienced to startideas which might prove Mateschitz opening two rounds, where he scored notsee this as Klien or Liuzzi, we see a density of 
and quickto provide irrelevant. Villeneuve could suddenly points for finishing in seventh (Australia) talent and itis up to us to hone that talent or lend it 
valuable data.” regain his old form, so we'll wait and see. But the and eighth place (Malaysia), have made the to other teams. And this we will do.” 
possibility exists. | would definitely consider it.” team reluctant to push him back to atest role. Any vacant third driver role at RBR would most 
Villeneuve’s poor form in Australiaand Malaysia = Heisunabletorunas RBR's third driver, on likely be filled by American Scott Speed, another 
has called into doubthis position with the Swiss account of his having competed in more than Red Bull driver academy graduate (see right). 
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SPEED 
QUICKIN 
FITEST 


AMERICAN FORMULA 1 hopeful 
ScottSpeed staked his claim 
fora third driver role with Red 
Bull Racing after an impressive 
test forthe team at Barcelona. 

Speed (above), who will 
drive forthe iSportteam in 
GP2 this year, seta besttime 
of 1m16.122sin 68 laps over 
two days atthe Circuit de 
Catalunya, Barcelona. He 
shared the carwith fellow Red 
Bull-backed GP2 driver Neel 
Jani (pictured in car) who set 
abesttime of 1m18.037s. 

Speed said: “My first 
impression was ‘Wow I trained 
real hard forthis and| really 
enjoyed myself.” 

RBR may need to find anew 
third driver (see main story). 


ECCLESTONE 


MAKES PEACE 


WITH BANKS 


BERNIEECCLESTONE’S 
long-running legal 
dispute with the banks 


which own a majority share of 
Formula 1 has been settled out 
ofcourt. 

The agreement has averted a 
High Courttrial, scheduled for May, 
against Ecclestone and 
his family trust, 
Bambino Holdings. The 
case was over control of 
Formula One 
Administration (FOA), 
one of the companies 
which runs F1. The 


banks are now believed j k a 


tohave the influence 

they desired, having 
gaineda75 percent 
stake in SLEC Holdings, the 
company which owns F1’s media 
rights. The remaining shares are 
held by Ecclestone. 

Despite the banks’ majority 
shareholding, most ofthe 
important decisions in F1 (suchas 
signing Ferrari to anew Concorde 
Agreementin January) had been 
taken by companies owned bySLEC, 
but controlled by Bambino 
(Ecclestone). The banks’ legal action 
was broughtto shiftthe balance of 
powerintheirfavour. 

Afterlastweek’s settlement, a 
BayernLB (one of the three banks 
involved) statement said: “Mr 
Ecclestone and Bambino Holdings 
have demonstrated prudence in 
backing down onall ofthe points 
under legal dispute.” 

Itsaid Ecclestone’s move had 


4 . 


Ecclestone 


enabled the banks’ company, Speed 
Investments, “to regain influence 
commensurate to its ownership”. 
Ecclestone added: “Il expectno 
further legal steps by the banks.” 
The settlement means the 
banks and Bambino can nowfocus 
on protecting their investmentin 
the sportby attempting to 
head offthe burgeoning 
‘tival F1’ series that has 
been proposed bythe 
car manufacturers. 
ButXander Heijnen, 
spokesman forthe 
manufacturers’ 
organisation previously 
known as GPWC (Grand 
PrixWorld Championship), 
said thatthe settlement 
“doesn’t change ourstrategy”. 
Renault, BMW and Mercedes are 
behind the organisation, with 
Honda and Toyota due to join the 
still-unnamed ‘manufacturer 
alliance’ by the end of April. 
Ecclestone has suggested that 
GPWC buys the banks’ shares, 
claiming itwould be “a cheaperand 
more effective transaction than 
setting up a rival series”. Thisis not 
thoughtlikely to happen. 
Ecclestone’s position is unlikely 
to change, however, since the 
banks want him to stay as chief 
executive. Itis nevertheless 
possible that Ecclestone might 
notbe part ofthe post-2007 F1 
landscape ifthe banks sell their 
stake. Any newmanagement 
group mighttry to run the sport 
independently of Ecclestone. 


AERO BOSSES SUPPORT 
DOWNFORCE REDUCTION 


LEADING Formula 1 technical 
directors have backed calls 
fora dramatic cutin cars’ 
downforce to promote 
overtaking and more 
spectacular racing. 
Responding to suggestions 
from FIA president Max Mosley 
that F1 cars should have 
downforce reduced to only 
10 percent of currentlevels — 
placing more emphasis on cars’ 
mechanical grip ratherthan 
aerodynamic performance— 
Ferraritechnical director Ross 
Brawn said: “There’s some very 
clear evidence that whena 
large percentage of grip is 
provided by aerodynamics, 
then by definition it’s very 
difficult fortwo cars to follow 
each other and overtake. 
“There are alot of good 
reasons why higher tyre grip 


and low downforce could 
provide better racing.” 

Toyota’s Mike Gascoyne 
said: “There’s general 
agreement among the experts 
that changing the ratio 
between aerodynamic grip and 
mechanical grip could be 
beneficial forthe sport.” 

But Renault’s Pat Symonds 
warned that cultural inertia 
among teams andthe 
huge investmentin 
windtunnels would conspire 
against making F1 anon- 
aerodynamics-led formula. 

Williams’s Sam Michael 
said: “Sucha big cut would 
take us down to touring car 
levels. Making that kind of 
change would need alot of 
looking into. My initial reaction 
is thatit’s going too far.” 

The complexity of changing 


aerodynamic regulations has 
been highlighted with this 
season’s attempt to cut 25 per 
cent of cars’ downforce. Alltop 
teams have regained the 
downforce lost to the 
regulations, but drivers have 
noted the new cars makeit 
more difficultthan everto 
follow a car ahead, and pass. 

BAR’s Geoff Willis said: “It’s 
very easy to jump inand say 
‘We’re going to make arule 
change, this is going to help 
overtaking’. As we’ve seen 
already this year itlooks as 
ifit’s much harder to follow 
cars closely with the new 
aero regulations.” 

Underthe terms of the 
Concorde Agreementteams 
have to agree a complete set of 
F1 regulations by December 31 
this year, to run from 2008. 


MICHELIN MAN JOINS TOYOTA 

Toyota has landed a technical coup by luring 
Pascal Vasselon, formerly Michelin head of F1 tyre 
development, toworkinthe team’s R&D department. 
Vasselon left Michelin lastyear after being transferred 
away from the F1 programme, butwas determined 
to return to the sport. His newrole could help Toyota 
gainakey advantage in making efficient use of its 
long-life Michelin tyres. 


WEBBO’S ABEAUT 

Williams ace Mark Webber has been voted one 
of the world’s most beautiful people by Australia’s Who 
magazine. Webber qualified 13th out of 25 onalistthat 
thisyearincludes celebrities Cate Blanchett, Jude Law 
and Kate Winslet. 


RENAULT’S GHOSN HOPES 

Outgoing Renault chairman Louis Schweitzer 
is optimistic that the F1 team’s dominant start tothe 
season will help persuade his successor, Carlos Ghosn, 
ofthe programme’s merits. Ghosn, famed within the car 
industry for salvaging the fortunes of Renault-owned 
Nissan, is noted for his scepticism as to the merits of F1 
for promoting road cars. But Schweitzertold French 
radio: “My successor thinks like me: if one wins in 
Formula 1, itis necessary to remain there.” 


THE JOKE’S ON SCHU 

Michael Schumacher's poorstart to the season has 
drawn ridicule from the German press. Germany's biggest- 
circulation tabloid, Bild, transposed his head onto a snail, 
while Bi/drival BZchristened him “Schlappmacher”, which 
roughly translates as a driver prone to breakdowns. 


SAUBER’S DOUBLE CENTURY 

Sauberwill markits 200th grand prixin Bahrain 
with no points on the board—only the fourth timein 
the team’s 13-year F1 historyit has reached the third 
racewith no score. Driver Felipe Massa said: “We have 
to aim to score points this weekend. We havenew 
aerodynamic parts coming for Bahrain, and! am 
optimistic our performance willimprove.” 


ADELAIDE AIMS FOR FIRETURN 

Formula is being tipped fora return to Australia’s 
Adelaide street circuit. The hugely popular city eventwas 
the F1 season-closer between 1985 and’95 (pictured 
below). Next year’s Australian Grand Prixis almost certain to 
lose its traditional mid-March season-opening slot, owing 
toaclashwith the Commonwealth Games, which are being 
heldin Melbourne from March 15-26. Itis thought unlikely 
an Adelaide GP could take its place, with less than ayearto 
organise the event. The circuit could, however, be used as a 
venue for a round of a manufacturer-led ‘tival F1’ from 2008. 
Australian GP promoter Ron Walker, who created the 
Melbourne event, is strongly aligned with Bernie Ecclestone. 
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WAITUNTILTHE RACES: 
Gianluca De Lorenzi gets his 20 sel 
Touring Car programme offtoagre 

by stuffing his BMW during testing 


Neel Janienjoyed 
histestwith Red ; en “4 
Bull Racing so much } : or 
that he decidedto “—¥ 

getintothe car 


_ § Lanzoni Giordano 


Ceres BMW Fai-Cesen 


per’ 


it 


japanese GTsbega jesisnowtobe 


ale f WY 
bit hrm i 
4 


No, it’snot some post- 
apocalyptic Wasteland. It’s 
Post-12 Hours Sebring. 


Messy animals, American | 
endurance fans 


“THIS IS A TIME 

WHEN FERRARI 

—— DESPERATELY NEEDS 
TESTING MILES” 


p3l 
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“THE HEADGASKET 
le DID NOTLIKE DOING 
ae TWO RALLIES” 


—————~Ss«) WRCKING SEBASTIEN LOEB ON CITROEN’S 
AVERAGE START TO THE 2005 SEASON p46 


UOTESOF 
HE WEEK 


“Igoinandgotothe 
bathroomandallofa 
suddenthis girl walks 
in. I'mlike, ‘Whoa! 
Whatareyoudoingin 
here?’ Andshesays, 
‘You'reinthegirls’ 
bathroom...”” 
NASCAR star Carl Edwards 
recalls a prank played on 
him by a pupil during his 
earlier career—asa | 
substitute schoolteacher 


“Iwas lookingatitfrom 
an Air Miles point of 
view. Withall those 
flights|'mgoingtohave 
agreat holiday atthe 


endoftheyear” 

4 James Thompson reveals 
4 aniceperkofsteppingup 
4 from British to World 
Touring Cars 


“It'sarealnuisance. It 
was onlythefirstnight 
Ihadthecar. They 
probably thinkthey 
cansellthe wheels and 
makesomemoney but 


they probably can’t” 
Bernie Ecclestone laments 
the theft of the wheels from 
his brand new Mercedes. 
How on earth did they getit 
off the ground? 


“I'vetold Jean-Pierre 
[Nicolas] that 
thechampionship 


startshere” 

Marcus Gronholmis 
pumped up for Rally New 
Zealand already. Let’shope 
his Peugeot 307 WRCis 
similarly up to the task 


“Itwouldbesimply 
super ifFisichella 
couldbeat Michael to | 
thetitle. Anitalian | 
beating Ferrari!” 
Don’tyoujusthate it? You're } Bernie again—nailing his 
Paul Tracy, it’s pre-season coloursto the mast 
Champ Cartesting at Sebring 

and then your mum turns “Itwould begoodto 
uptocheckonyour progress | have another Britin | 
Formulalandheisan 
able, fastracing driver. 
Butif youweretoask 
meifheisthenext 
Schumacher... then 


wouldsayno, he’snot” 
Free-speaking David 
Coulthard on BARtester 
Anthony Davidson 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


BEIJING 
CHAMP CAR 
R ACE SET 1 Timo Glock 


2 Jimmy Vasser 
CHAMP CAR co-owner Kevin 3 Sébastien Bourdais 
Kalkhoven believes that a 4AlexTagliani 
deal to stage a race in Beijing 5 Cristiano da Matta 
nextyear could lead to 6 Andrew Ranger 5130s gaa = 


Chinese-run teams taking 
partinthe series. 

Champ Carsigned an 
agreementwith the state- 
approved motorsport body 
in Beijinglastweek, which 
should lead to a race in May 
orSeptember of 2006, most 
likely ata revised version ofthe 
1.5-mile Goldenport Motor 
Park road course. 

“Weare excited because it 
isabout more than justa race,” 
said Kalkhoven. “This could 
lead to even biggerthingsin 
the future, includingthe 
potential to bring Chinese 
drivers andteamsin.” 

But Champ Car’s executive 
vice-president Joe Chrnelich 
said the series would maintain 
its US roots: “The balance this 
yearis just right, with 50 per 
centofthe racesin the USA.” 


” 


Verstappen shone in his first 
Champ Car run with HVM 


ALLPICS: LAT 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km): Ford Fiesta ST {17° joys): Urban 27.2 (10.4): extra urban 49.6 (5.7); combined 38.2 (7.4). The official CO2 on is 179g/km 
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CHINESE TEAMS AND DRIVERS 


Wirdheimis closinginona 
drive with Dale Coyne Racing 


The German remains a key player 
in the driver market, along with fellow 
ex-F1 racerJos Verstappen, who tested 
forthe HVM squad and set the third 
quickest time on day one of the test. 
Verstappen was joined at HVM by 
Denmark's Ronnie Bremer, andteam 
co-owner Keith Wiggins said: “I'd love 
to have either onein the team.” 

Mario Dominguez, whose position 
at HVM is under threat, has been linked 
toa switch to Forsythe with backing 
from Corona, which sponsored Rodolfo 


WWW.AUTOSPORT.COM 


GLOCK STAKES CLAIM 
ATROCKETSPORTS 


FORMERJORDAN grand prix 

driver Timo Glock moved 

closerto a Champ Car race 
seat with Rocketsports after he 
outpaced series champions Jimmy 
Vasser and Sébastien Bourdais ina 
two-day test at Sebring last week. 

Glock lapped in 50.96 seconds, a 

tenth of a second clear of Vasser 
(PKV), Bourdais (Newman/Haas) and 
recent Walker Racing signing Alex 
Tagliani, before going off due to 
suspension failure 


Lavin last year. Lavin tested for Forsythe 
last week, but was only 14th fastest. 
Dominguez drove for HVM onthe 
second day as did Roberto Gonzalez, 
whois also in the frame for a race seat. 

Former Jaguar F1 tester Bjorn 
Wirdheim drove for Dale Coyne Racing, 
alongside 2004 driver Oriol Servia. 

Wirdheim said: “I just need mileage 
in the car. It doesn’t matter which team 
I'm driving for. Just being here is the 
important thing: the alternative was a 
ride with Minardi or Jordanin F1.” 


DALE COYNERACING PKV RACING RUSPORT 
( hy AM p C AR Oriol Servia, Bjorn Wirdheim Cristiano da Matta Justin Wilson 
JENSEN MOTORSPORTS Jimmy Vasser AjAllmendinger 
LI NE-UP Michael Valiente HVM RACING WALKER RACING 
MI-JACK CONQUEST RACING Rodolfo Lavin, Mario Dominguez, AlexTagliani 
FORSYTHE CHAMPIONSHIP Andrew Ranger Jos Verstappen, Roberto Gonzalez, Marcus Marshall 
RACING Nelson Philippe Ronnie Bremer 
Paul Tracy NEWMAN/HAAS RACING ROCKETSPORTS RACING Bold=confirmed 
Ex-Fl racer Glock topped the Rodolfo Lavin, Mario Dominguez, Sébastien Bourdais Ryan Hunter-Reay Others are all potential drivers for 
timesheets for Rocketsports Oriol Servia BrunoJunqueira Timo Glock the available seats 


Introducing the rally-bred Fiesta Sports Series - the Fiesta Zetec S, Zetec S TDCi 
and the powerful Fiesta ST. All equipped with a lower, modified sports suspension, 
And packed with ruthless precision, quick responses and rock solid handling as 
standard. Gripping stuff. For more information, visit ford.co.uk or call 08457 111 888; 


for a brochure/nearest dealer text FiestaST to 84118. 


Loves corners. New Fiesta ST 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


KANE SET 
FOR BRIT 
F3LOLA 


LOLA WILL havea second 
car onthe British Formula 3 
grid after Steven Kane 
agreed alate dealtorun 
with Promatecme. 

The 24-year-old, who 
raced in Spanish F3 last 
year, joins P1 Motorsport’s 
Danilo Diraniasthe only 
drivers using a Lola chassis 
inthe series. 

Kane said: “Danilo 
seems to be doing areally 
good jobintesting and Lola 
really wants to win. I’m not 
expecting much atthe 
start, butif] canwin aftera 
fewraces!’llbe happy.” 

The Northern Irishman 
returns to the British 
championship for the first 
time since losing the 
National Classtitleto 
Ernesto Viso at the final 
round of the 2003 season. 


GP2 TEST 
CHANCE FOR 
JOUANNY 


BRITISH Formula 3 race 
winner Bruce Jouanny has 
been handed a chance to 
stake his claim forthe final 
GP2 seat at Super Nova. 

The Frenchman, 26, will 
test forthe team at the final 
pre-season get-together at 
Paul Ricard starting on April 
5. IfJouanny goes well, he 
could become the 24th 
and final driver to finda 
place in the Formula 1 
support series. 

Super Nova boss David 
Sears said: “We'll probably 
test Bruce alongside Giorgio 
Pantano at Ricard. | would 
have loved to have run Adam 
Carroll, butit looks as though 
his sponsorisn’t going to be 
able to come up with the 
necessary budget.” 


ELMO SS ea OT es NE PRN aN Oe, Mk PE IDO OLE 
IRL BLOCKING FEARS 
EASED FOR ST PETE 


THEINDY Racing League’s 
unique road course qualifying 
system, which makes its debut 
in the first ever IndyCar Series 
street race at St Petersburg 
this weekend, should 
eradicate the practice of 
drivers blocking their rivals, 
according to Team Penske 
principal Tim Cindric. 

Drivers will first take partin 
single-lap qualifying, andthe 
fastest six will then 


MASTERS HITS THE STREETS 


Ex-Formula 1 star René Arnoux officially launched the Grand Prix Masters serieswith a 
demonstration run through the streets of Durban, South Africa, last week ina Zytek chassis 


similarto the car that will race in the series. Arnoux was joined at the event by former world 
champions Alan Jones and Emerson Fittipaldi. GP Masters kicks off at Kyalami on November 13 


TOCCACELO LANDS 


WORLD SERIES DRIVE 


INTERNATIONAL Formula 3000 
runner-up Enrico Toccacelo is 
stepping down to the Renault 
World Series after failing to landa 
drive in the new GP2 championship. 
The Italian has signed to race for 
the Victory Engineering team in 


the newseries, which has been 
created by the merger of the 


Nissan World Series and Formula 
Renault V6 Eurocup. Toccacelo had 
been in talks with Super Nova over 
its vacant GP2 seat, but a lack ofa 
suitable budget meant he had to 


Toccacelo 


; 


good. | sawitin action at Vallelunga and itis 
about three seconds faster than an F3000 
car. | think it will be a strong championship.” 

Toccacelo will be partnered by Czech 
Tomas Kostka, who competed ina handful 

N of Nissan World Series races for RC 

Motorsport in 2004. Victory had 
sounded out Adam Carroll for the 
second seat, but could not hold 
on for his GP2 situation to be 
finalised (see left). 

Victory team manager Giorgio 
Picolo said: “Enrico is avery good 
driver and, with Adam, we would 


take up his option at Victory, a front-running have hadaverystrongteam.” 


outfit from the Eurocup. 


“lwanted to do GP2 this year, but it was 


said. TOCCACELO 


not easy to find the money,” he 
“There were talks with Racing 


Engineering late last year and then with 
Super Nova. Victory first approached me 


K THREE WINS 
FROM 36 FORMULA 


two months ago and I think this is the best 3000 STARTS 


option for me. The new car looks really 


participate ina 10-minute 
opensession to determine the 
first three rows. 

“They're going to release 
the cars at 10-second 
intervals, so the officiating 
ought to havea solid stance if 
that goes on,” said Cindric. 

Cheever Racing boss Eddie 
Cheever added: “Some idiot 
will try blocking and he or 
she will be dragged into the 
[IRL’s] trailer.” 


DRIVER SHOOTOUT FOR 
PAN-AM IS POSTPONED 


THE SHOOTOUT designed to 
decide who will take the 

vacant Team aka drive in the 
inaugural Pan American Formula 
Renault V6 championship has 
been postponed. 

Formula 3 veteran Danny 
Watts, former McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award winner Alex Lloyd and 
Dutchman Paul Meijer were 
selected forthe showdown at 
Homestead in Florida this week 
after coming through an initial 


audition at Silverstone earlierin 
the year. But the series organisers 
called off the test after a poor 
response to the planned Formula 
Renault 2000 pilot event that was 
due to share the circuit. 

Team aka boss Andrew 
Kirkaldy said: “It’s a bitannoying 
for me because all my staff are out 
there. It’s been a costly exercise, 
Butwe have said we're going to do 
this and we will. We'll follow what 
the organisers decide.” 


LETIHON 


HEARN SIGNS WITH SCHMIDT 

Richie Hearn, 34, will contest the Indianapolis 
500 with Sam Schmidt Motorsports inits Chevrolet- 
powered Panozchassis. Schmidt said: “We have the 
funding to be onthe trackall month and we'll work 
hard to qualify and race competitively.” 


BUCKNUM MAKES THE GRADE 

Sportscar driver Jeff Bucknum passed his Indy Racing 
League rookie test at Phoenix lastweek, ahead of his IndyCar 
debutat Motegi next month and his drive in May's 


SIMMONS FLIES AT INDY 

Jeff Simmons led the inaugural Infiniti Pro 
Series road course test at Indianapolis lastweek by 
over asecond ahead of Chris Festa and Marco Andretti, 
the 18-year-old son of IndyCarteam owner Michael. 


CONWAY LEADS BRIT F3 TEST... 


Mike Conway topped the times in the final British 
Formula 3 test before the season-opener. The Fortec 
Motorsport Dallara-Opel driverwas three-tenths faster than 
Bruno Senna (Double R Racing Dallara-Mugen) and team- 
mate James Walker at Croft. Danilo Dirani (P1 Motorsport) 
was fourth in his Lola-Mugen. 


..- HAMILTON TOPS EURO PACK 

Briton Lewis Hamilton (below) set the pace in 
official Formula 3 Euroseries testing at Spa- 
Francorchamps last week. The ASM star topped the 
times ahead of Team Midland Euroseries’s Esteban 
Guerrieriand Manor Motorsport driver Paul diResta. 


March 31 2005 www.autosport.com 17 


PICS: GRIFFITHS/LAT 


bin. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Team Halfords (middle) showed off its new Honda 
at Donington as Collard (above) drove WSR’s MG 


backed for two seasons, its four-cylinder ZSs were 
regular race winners with Anthony Reid and Colin 


Matt Neal 
Dan Eaves 


FORD TORACE 
FOCUS IN 
SALOON GUISE 


FORD WILLexperimentwitha 
four-door saloon version ofits 
Focus during its inaugural World 
Touring Car Championship 
campaign this year. 

The manufacturer will start 
whatitis billing as a learning 
season with a five-door 
hatchback developed by 
Hotfiel Sport. The German team 
willalso build a saloon version, 
which would then mostlikely 
be fielded as an additional entry 
laterintheyear. 

Ford of Germany motorsport 
boss Eberhard Braun said: “Itis 
100 percent certain thatwe will 
raceasaloon.” 

Braun said thatthe saloon 
shape had aero advantages. 


Yvan Muller 
ColinTurkington 
Gavin Smith 


Jason Plato 
James Pickford 
Luke Hines 


Turkington last year as they claimed victory in the 
Independents’ teams and drivers categories. 
Collard said: “It’s really great to be driving for 
sucha professional team as WSR. My first priority is 
to regain the Independents’ Trophy, but!'ll also be 
driving a car that gives me the opportunity of 
winning races outright.” 
WSR has not tested this winter, due to a lack of 
funding, and Collard was due to have his first run in 


James Kaye 


Robert Collard 
TBA 


Richard Williams 
lan Curley 


COLLARD LANDS WSR DEAL 


FORMER BRITISH Touring Car 
Championship Independents’ Trophy 
winner Rob Collard has landed a dream 
drive with ex-works MG outfit WSR. 
Collard, 36, has been seeking a factory drive 
since clinching the Independents title in 2003, 
and although WSR has not been officially works 


on Tuesday. 


the car atthe BTCC media day at Donington Park 


WSR boss Dick Bennetts said: “We are delighted 
to have secured Rob’s services because we believe 
thatin the right environment he’s a winner. At 
present, we don’t have enough sponsorship to do 


the complete championship, but we're confident 


Mark Proctor 


Gavin Pyper or Stefan Hodgetts 


John Batchelor 


ALFA FASTEST IN MONZA TEST 


ALFA ROMEO topped the times 
inthe firstWorld Touring Car 
Championship test attended by all 
five manufacturers competingin 
this year’s series. 

Brazilian Augusto Farfus was 
fastest on each of the two days of 
testing at Monza last week. His 
Autodelta 156 S2000 was the only 
carto dip underthe 1m59s barrier. 


1AFarfus Alfa = 1m58.783s 
2GTarquini = Alfa = 1m59.492s 
3DMiller BMW = 1m59.335s 
4) Miller BMW 1m59.525s 
5JThompson Alfa 1m59.681s 
6FGiovanardi Alfa 1m59.707s 
7AGarcia BMW 1m59.807s 
8RColciago Honda 1m59.841s 


Farfus, 21, seta fastest time of 


1m58.783s, three-tenths ofa 
second ahead of team-mate 
Gabriele Tarquini. Third fastest, a 
furtherthree-tenths behind, was 
Schnitzer BMW driver Dirk Miller. 

Farfus said: “I feel confident 
because we clocked good times 
using the race set-up. We worked 
well overthe two days.” 


BMW driver Jorg Miller 
reckoned thatthe Alfa team used 
its acknowledged straight-line 
speed advantage to good effect at 
the Italian circuit. 

“They were hardly using the 
kerbs, and yet they were still 
much faster than us,” he said. 
“They could drive away from us 
onthe straights.” 


alot of worl to do on the Lacetti 


that between us we'll generate sufficient funds for 
the entire season.” 


Tom Chilton 
Alan Morrison 


Bold confirmed 
Others are all potential drivers for 
the available seats 

Super 2000-speccar 


CHEVYS 
STRUGGLE 
FOR PACE 


CHEVROLET HAS admitted thatit has 
taken a conservative startto its 
inaugural World Touring Car 
Championship campaign. 

The manufacturer made the 
claim after its three RML-builtand 
run Lacettis ended up more than 
four seconds ofthe pace during 
testing at Monza lastweek. 

Chevrolet Europe motorsport 
manager Eric Neve said: “For anew 
manufacturer coming in against 
some very experienced competitors 
thereisno pointin doing anything 
buttake avery conservative start. 
Weare where we expected to be.” 

The Chevrolet’s lack of power 
was shown up at Monza. Five 
different specification of engines 
were used over the test. 


SHOWS 
ITSHAND 


THE 2005 British Touring 
Car Championship was 
launched at Donington Park 
thisweek with just 12 ofthe 
promised 18 cars present. 

There are three works 
entries each from SEAT and 
Vauxhall, butthe restwill 
runas Independents. 

The most hotly tipped 
ofthese arethe Team 
Dynamics Hondas, which 
were unveiled in theirnew 
Halfords livery, while the 
Speed Equipe Lexus!1S200 
madeits public debut. 


CHINAS 
WICCENTRY 
SET FORSPA 


THE CHINESE Brilliance 
entry into the World 
Touring Car Championship 
could come onstreamfor 
thefinal five races of 2005. 

The organisers ofthe 
series have said thatthe 
process to homologate the 
M1 China model has begun 
and that negotiations with 
apartnerto design and 
build the car (Menard 
Engineering) were atan 
advanced stage. 

The organisers are 
expecting a commitment 
fromthe team’s project 
leader, John Batchelor, to 
jointhe series as early as 
Spaatthe end ofJuly. 
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ZYTEK TO 
BUILD NEW 
PROTOTYPE 


ZYTEK ENGINEERING has 
outlined its plans to build 
anewcarto the latest 
prototype rulebook. 

Zytek boss Bill Gibson, 
whosetupachassis 
division alongside his 
renowned engine business 
in 2003, has revealed he 
wants to be onthe grid for 
next year’s Le Mans 24 
Hours with an all-new car. 
Itwould follow on from the 
2004 Zytek 04S, whichis an 
evolution of the Reynard- 
designed LMP675 
contender that raced as 
both an IRM andaDBA. 

Gibson said: “My aimis 
forZytek to win Le Mans 
and ifwe wantto do that we 
have to buildanewcar 
[because the 04S is not 
eligiblein 2006]. Weare 
looking at both an LMP1 
andanLMP2, but we are 
tending towards the bigger 
car becausel’m not 
interested in class wins.” 

Evaluation of anew 
design has already started, 
according to Gibson. 

“We have a mountain of 
data onthe present car and 
have began working onthe 
design,” he said. “We’re 
obviously not starting from 


“MY AIMIS 
FOR ZYTEK 
TO WIN LE 
MANS AND 
IF WE WANT 
TODO THAT 
WE HAVE 
TO BUILD A 


NEW CAR” 
BILL GIBSON, 
ZYTEK BOSS 


scratch, because we havea 
very strong engine and 
gearbox package thatwe 
can carry over.” 

Gibson admitted that 
the failure towinaLe Mans 
entry forthis yearwasa 
set-back to the project. 

“This was a thunderbolt 
that will throw us back,” he 
explained, “butit doesn’t 
change our ambitions.” 

Zytek’schassisarm, 
whichisrun byformerJordan 
F1 team managerTrevor 
Foster, licensed the design 

to builda pair of 04S 
prototypes. Its other 
projectsare the MGZI 260 
DTMracerand the Grand Prix 
Masters single-seater. 


Zytek tested its 04S at Donington last week but 
the team has been denied aLe Mans entry 


BRITISH TEAMS LOSE 
LEMANS SLOTS 


“This isn’t a blow to our programme. We'll now 
look at doing some ALMS races instead,” he said. 
“Alll’d like to know is why we didn’t get an entry.” 

Zytek Engineering boss Bill Gibson, whose 
team had entered the lightweight 04S prototype 
qualified third by David Brabham last year, said: 
“The Le Mans organiser is entitled to make its own 
decisions. It’s ashame forthe British fans who 
were looking forward to seeing us take on Audi.” 

Another British loser was Team LNT, which had 
entered a pair of TVR T400R GT2 racers for a line- 
up of drivers including ex-British Formula 3 


OUT ON 


THE BRITISH Lister and Zytek 
prototype squads have lost outin the 
race for Le Mans 24 Hours entries. 

The two teams were the most high- 
profile omissions when the final list for the race on 
June 18/19 was published last week. Another 16, 
plus eight reserves, were added to the first wave of 
entries confirmed in February. 

Lister boss Laurence Pearce maintained he was 
“disappointed but not bitter’ to miss out on what 
would have been a third consecutive Le Mans 


entry with his Storm LMP. 


LMP1 


Champion Racing Audi 
Champion Racing Audi 
Team ORECA Audi 
DomeDome-Mugen 
Creation DBA-Judd 
Rollcentre Dallara-Nissan 


20 www.autosport.com March 31 2005 


TeamJotaZytek 
RacingforHollandDome-Judd 
Courage Competition Courage-Judd 
Courage Competition Courage-Judd 
NasamaxNasamax 
PescaroloSportPescarolo-judd 
Pescarolo Sport Pescarolo-Judd 
Rollcentre Dallara-Judd 

LMP2 

PiRPilbeam-|PX 
WelterRacingWR-Peugeot 
WelterRacingWR-Peugeot 
RMLLola-MG 

Kruse Motorsport Courage-Judd 


DelBelloRacingCourage-Mecachrome 


IntersportRacingLola-AER 
IntersportRacing Courage-Judd 
Miracle Motorsport Courage-AER 
G-Force Racing Courage-Judd 
Paul Belmondo Courage-AER 
Paul Belmondo Courage-AER 
Chamberlain-SynergyLola-AER 
Lucchini Engineering Lucchini-Judd 
GT1 

Larbre Competition Ferrari550 
ScuderialtaliaFerari550 
ScuderialtaliaFerrari550 
ACEMCOSaleenS7R 


champions Jonny Kane and Marc Hynes. Its 
omission camein spite of participation in this 
month's Sebring 12 Hours—entry into which 
normally guarantees a Le Mans slot. 

LNT technical director Alan Mugglestone said: 
“We're disappointed to be turned down after 
putting in the effort to make TVR competitive.” 

Others to miss out are Jan Lammers’ Racing for 
Holland squad, which failed to gain a second entry. 
Its number two Dome-Judd S101 is among the 
reserves, asis the French Larbre team’s second 


Ferrari 550 Maranello. 


Aston Martin Aston Martin DBR9 
Aston Martin Aston Martin DBR9 
Cirtek Motorsport Ferari550 
Corvette Racing ChevroletCorvette 
Corvette Racing ChevroletCorvette 
JMBRacingFerariS75 

G2 

AlexJobRacingPorsche 911 
LucAlphand Porsche 911 
PanozPanozEsperante 
PanozPanozEsperante 

Flying Lizard Porsche 911 

Seikel MotorsportPorsche 911 
SpykerSquadronSpykerC8 


Sebah Automotive Porsche 911 
White Lightning Porsche 911 
Cirtek Motorsport Ferrari 360 
ScuderiaEcosse Ferrari 360 
Racesport IVRT400R 
RESERVES 
T2MMotorsportPorsche 911 
Larbre Compétition Ferrari 550 
RacingforHolland Dome-Judd 
GPCSquadraCorse Ferrari 360 
Raymond NaracPorsche911 
Graham NashSaleenS7R 
SpykerSquadronSpykerC8 
Perspective Porsche 911 


AUSTRIANS 
LAND RED 
BULL MC12 


KARLWendlinger and 
Philipp Peter will race a pair 
of Red Bull-sponsored 
Maseratis with JMB Racing 
inthe FIAGT 
Championship. 

The Austrians, who both 
have long-term deals with 
the energy drink 
manufacturer, had been 
expected to come together 
in one team this season. 
Peteris swapping over 
from GPC Squadra Corse to 
join Wendlinger, who won 
anFIAGTracewithJMBlast 
year, although they will not 
be paired together. 

The definitive line-up at 
JMB, which was due to take 
delivery ofits Maserati 
MC12sthis week, hasyetto 
be decided. Maserati works 
driver Andrea Bertolini has 
been placed with the team, 
while the announcement 
of the final driveris 
imminent, according to 
theteam. 


WALKER 


MAGNUSSEN LINED UP FOR 
LISTER LIMES PROGRAMME 


SPORTSCAR STAR Jan Magnussen 
looks certain to team up with Lister 
inthe Le Mans Endurance Series 
this season. 

The ex-Formula 1 driver has 
been asked to race the British 
squad’s Chevrolet-powered Storm 
LMP in the five LMES races by team 
owner Laurence Pearce and new 
signing Jens Moller, aformerteam- 
mate of Magnussen’sin Danish 
touring cars. The move has already 
been given a tentative all-clear by 


Chevrolet, forwhom Magnussen 
races a Corvette GT1 in the 
American Le Mans Series. 

Pearce explained that Moller, 
who raced the Storm LMP at Le 
Manslastyear, has committed to 
the full LMES after a successful test 
at Snetterton earlierin the month. 

“We both knowJan, so he was 
the obvious choice of team-mate,” 
said Pearce. “He’s a lovely guy and 
agreat driver and he really wants 
to getin my car.” 


Magnussen said: “It’s not 
completely finalised yet, but there 
shouldn’t be any problem because 
I'll have a Chevrolet engine behind 
me. We're justworking outthe 
details. Itwill be greatto get back 
ina prototype. | really miss driving 
thattype of car.” 

Magnussen, whois also 
expected to race the Pontiac GTO.R 
Grand-Am GT racer this year, 
should make his Lister debut at 
Spa on April 19. 


MASERATI LIMITED 
BY FIA AFTER TEST 


THE PERFORMANCE 
of the controversial 
Maserati MC12 has 


been pegged back ahead of the 
opening round of the 2005 FIA 
GT Championship in April. 

The Maserati supercar, five 
of which are scheduled to take 
partin the event, will have to 
carry 10kg of ballast andruna 
rear wing reduced in width by 
100mm. The penalties were 
imposed after the car came out 
ontop inthe official pre-race 
test at Monza last week. 

Michael Bartels emerged 
fastest in the best of the 
Vitaphone Racing Maseratis, 
0.6sec ahead of Christophe 
Bouchutin the Cirtek-run 
Russian Age Ferrari 550 
Maranello. Fabio Babini, in 
the second 


Vitaphone MC12, wasa further 
0.1sec behind. 

Bartels, who has put 
together Vitaphone’s FIA GT 
campaign with the MC12, 


expressed surprise at the move. 


“We always knew we could 
be penalised but we never 
expected something like this 
before the first race. 

“The weightis nota big 
issue, but the smaller rear wing 
is going to make a big 
difference under braking and in 
the corners.” 

Bartels expressed surprise 
thatthe FlAimposed the 
penalties even though some 

of Maserati’s strongest 


opposition was not present. 
The Konrad Saleen squad, 
which took three FIA wins last 
year, missed the test. 

Fourth and fifth quickest 
was Tomas Enge in the Menx 
Ferrari550 and Jaime Meloin 
Ferrari's 575GTC test hack. 


1MBartelsMaserati 1m44.596s 
2CBouchut Ferrari 1m45.187s 
3 FBabini Maserati 1m45.288s 
4TEnge Ferrari 1m45.316s 


5) Melo Ferrari 1m45.700s 
6 NSimon Lamborghini 1m46.884s 


TWO-HOUR FORMAT KEY TO 
CREATION OF WORLD GT SERIES 


ANEW, two-hour race format for 
the FIAGT Championship will be 
given atrial runwhen the series 
visits Istanbul in September. 

The revised race distance, a 
reduction from the regular three- 
hourlength, is beingintroduced at 
the Turkish eventwith a view to 
attracting more manufacturer 
participation in the series in the 
future. The move is part of FIA GT 
boss Stéphane Ratel’s plan to 


create a manufacturer-led World 
GT Championship overthe next 
couple of years. 

Ratel said: “This will offer more 
exciting racing and a format 
suitable for TV. We will experience 
itand see forthe future.” 

An abandonment of the three- 
hour format, introduced atthe 
inception ofthe FIA GT series in 
1997, would “depend onthe 
manufacturers,” Ratel added. “Are 


they ready to get more behind the 
championship, to help us move 
overseas for more events?” 

Ratel, who is looking forfour 
manufacturers to sign up to his 
idea, suggested that interest 
from event promoters outside 
Europe would mean there would 
beno problem turning FIA GTs 
“into areal world championship 
with only afew races in Europe” 
in2006 or 2007. 


CREW CHIEFS SPARED BANS 

The appeals board of NASCAR amended the 
penalties of the two Hendrick Motorsports crew chiefs 
whose cars swept first and second place atthe recent 
Las Vegas Nextel Cup NASCAR event. Instead of two- 
race suspensions, Chad Knaus and Alan Gustafson were 
givena 90-day probation. The fines of 25 pointsfor 
drivers Jimmie Johnsonand Kyle Busch are unchanged. 


BRITS GANG UP FOR DTM PUSH 

Mercedes has paired its British youngsters Gary Paffett 
and Jamie Green for this year’s DTM teams’ championship. 
Newcomer Mika Hakkinen pairs with Bernd Schneider, while 
Jean Alesijoins forces with the 2004 Persson-run car of Bruno 
Spengler. Audi has paired champion Mattias Ekstrom with 
Martin Tomczyk, while Allan McNish joins Tom Kristensen. 


REID SETS HEART ON MGSEAT 

British Touring Car star Anthony Reid has pinned 
his hopes on landing an MGdrivein the DTM after giving 
up onhis chances of staying with the WSR BTCC squad. 
Reid said: “I’ve gota race-winning history with MG and 
I’ve puta good case to them concerningthe DTM.” 


KTROPTSFOR VANLAGEN 

KTR has confirmed Dutch Formula Renault graduate 
Jaap van Lagen asits second RenaultWorld Series driver. The 
2002 Dutch Formula Ford champion joins Tristan Gommendy 
forthe series that kicks offon May 1 atZolder, Belgium. 


GRAVES JOINS VILLAGE PEOPLE 

JVAboss John Village has confirmed that Formula 
3 veteran Tor Graves will drive one of his 1999-spec 
Formula 3000 carsin this year’s 3000 ProSeries 
EuroCup—the championship that has been created by 
the demise of Euro3000. Meanwhile, ADM Motorsport 
will run Stefano Attianese alongside fellow Italian 
Fausto Ipottiin the series. 


ATLANTIC ATTACK FOR DYSON 

American Le Mans Series racer Chris Dyson will contest 
selected Toyota Atlantic races this year with his family-run 
team. Meanwhile, Brazilian Fernando Rees and US Formula 
BMW champion Andreas Wirth have signed for Brooks 
Associates Racing forthe full series, and British female racer 
Katherine Legge, 24, has joined the Polestar Racing Group 
with the backing of Champ Carsquad PKV Racing. 


KIDD GETS TROFEO CAMPAIGN 

Supermodel Jodie Kidd will contest the full 
Maserati Trofeo one-make series this year. Kidd, who 
took partin two races last season, will share driving 
duties with a number of starnames, including former 
Ferrari grand prix driver Ivan Capelli and racer-turned-TV 
presenter Tiff Needell. 


EX-FI RACERS JOIN FORCES 

Former grand prix drivers Andrea Chiesa and Loris 
Kessel will race a 2005-spec Ferrari 575GTCin this year’s 
Italian GT Championship. 


GRIFFITHS/LAT 


GRIFFITHS/LAT 


GT SQUAD SHOWS COLOURS 

Porsche’s factory representative inthe FIAGT 
Championhip, GruppeM Racing, unveiled its newlivery 
(below) at the official pre-season test at Monza last 
week. The two GruppeM Porsche 911 GT3-RSR machines 
topped the GT2 times over the course of the two days. 
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SARRAZIN 
RETHINKS 
HIS ATTACK 


SUBARU DRIVER Stéphane 
Sarrazin is making some 
fundamental changesto 
his pace-note system in 
orderto up his pace inthe 
World Rally Championship. 

The Frenchman 
struggled to match the 
speed shown by Subaru 
team-mates Petter Solberg 
and Chris Atkinson the last 
time the three went head- 
to-head in Sweden, butis 
confident that he can 
reverse the situation. 

Sarrazin said: “My pace 
notes related to the angle 
of steeringinputneeded 
forthe corner. Nowthey are 
much more like Petter’s, 
using numbers anda 
description of the road. 
Before, my notes were 
trying to make every stage 
too much like asphalt. That 
doesn’t work on gravel.” 

Sarrazin and vastly 
experienced co-driver 
Denis Giraudet, who guided 
Juha Kankkunen and Didier 
Auriolto WRC success, 
spent two days practising 
the notes before the recce 
for Rally Mexico. 

“Itfelta lot betterwhen 
we made the notes for 
Mexico,” Sarrazin said. “It 
works for both of us. Denis 
has less to say and | get 
more information. Wewill 
see howit goes in Sardinia 
for Rally d’Italia but I’m 
sure it will help 
my speed on gravel.” 

Sarrazin denies the 
speed shown by Subaru 
new boy Atkinsonin 
Sweden and Mexico has 
put him under additional 
pressure to perform. 

“Heis a fast driver,” 
said Sarrazin. “Butthere’s 
no pressure. It’s normal. 
Ihave had quickteam- 
matesinthe pastsolI’m 
used to that. | have never 
competed on gravel 
before, sol have to learn 
about that, but!’mstill 
aiming to fight atthe top.” 


WWW.MCcKLEIN.DE 


WWW.MCcKLEIN.DE 


McRae's 2004 WRC outings were limited to 
- Watching protégé Kris Meeke on the stages 


THE ORGANISERS of Rally Great 
Britain are aiming to piece together a 
deal for former world champion Colin 
McRae to return to the sport’s top 
flight in Wales this September. 

The organisers pinpointed the lack of a leading 
British driver as one of the main reasons for the 


decline in spectator numbers on last year’s event. 


In an effort to reverse last season’s downturn, 
Andrew Coe, the event’s commercial boss, said 
he was prepared to do all he could to ensure 
Britain’s first world champion would drive in front 
of his home crowd this season. 

Coe said: “There are certainly things we can 
do to help make it easier for Colin to getin a car. 
There’s a strong will to make this happen, 
because we need personalities like Colin McRae 
andit needs to come sooner rather than later.” 


RALLY OZ TO MOVE TO NEW HOME? > JORDAN AIMS FOR 


RALLY GB ORGANISERS 
TRY TO LURE McRAE 


But Coe dismissed suggestions that Rally 
GB’s commercial arm could bankroll McRae’s 
entry itself. He said: “It wouldn't be possible for 
him to be backed by the event directly. We don’t 
want to start paying appearance money —that 
could set a dangerous precedent, one we 
couldn’t sustain.” 

McRae hasn’t competed in the world 
championship since departing the Citroén team 
at the end of 2003, but the three-time winner of 
Rally GB admitted he remains keen to drive on his 
home event this season. 

“Just from a fun point of view, | would like to 
come back and doit,” said McRae. “At the same 
time, it would be quite interesting to see how 
quick! am. It would be coming up to two years 
that I’ve been out of a World Rally Car, so it 
wouldn’t be that easy to jump straight back into 


the car. But | don’t think they [the current WRC 
drivers] are driving any faster than | did and the 
cars are probably only tenths of a second faster 
than when | was driving.” 

McRae admitted, however, that he would only 
return under the right circumstances. 

“I’m not going to do itifit’s going to cost me 
money,” he said. “It’s all very well the organisers 
saying they'll do what they can, but! can sorta 
drive out for myself—it’s cash we need. | would 
like to think | could help bring a few more people 
in.| was shocked last year at just how few people 
were out there. Having said that, since there has 
been no British driver at the top, there seems to 
have been a downturn in interest in the WRC in 
general. I’ve got friends in Scotland—people who 
are involved in national rallying —who don’t even 
watch the coverage on television any more.” 


RALLY AUSTRALIA LOOKS TO NEW HOST CITY 


RALLY AUSTRALIA’S future in 
the World Rally Championship 
will become clearerin early May, 
when any potential successors 
to Perth as a host city will have 
registered their interest. 
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The final round of the series 
was rocked by the news thatthe 
Western Australian government 
intended to withdrawits backing 
forthe event, leavingitin an 
untenable position beyond 2005. 


The Confederation of 
Australian Motor Sports (CAMS), 
Australian motorsport’s 
governing body) is currently 
gauging the level of interest 
inhosting the rally, with 


Queensland appearing to be 
favourite. The FIA is confident that 
a successor to Perth will be found 
and Australia will be able to retain 
its place in the calendar. 

“From what we hear there are 


three strong possibilities,” said an 
FlA insider. “They are likely to be 
onthe east coast of the country, 
where 90 percent of the 
population lives. It'll be a chance 
forthe rally to grow even more.” 


MILLS 
UNSURE OF 
NZROUTE 


FORMER WORLD champion 
co-driver Phil Mills says the 
organisers of Rally New 
Zealand should strive to 
find amore compact route 
for next season. 
Nextweek’sfourth 
round of the world 
championship is based in 
Paparoa, 100 miles north of 
Auckland, forlegs one and 
two andin Raglan, 120 
miles south, onthe finalleg. 
The rally effectively moves 
out of Auckland on 
Thursday evening, 
returning fromthe north 
on Saturday night. 
“Ontherallyit’snottoo 
bad because we stay upin 
Paparoa,” said Mills. “But 
the recceis bad. It’s one of 
the hardest recces we have 
to do.| understand New 
Zealand’s problem—it’s 
one of geography. Thisis 
what you get fromalong, 
thinisland, but atthe same 
time, there must be some 
way of basing the whole 
eventin one place.” 


WINTER'S 
DESERT 
STORM 


ARLENEWINTER will 
become the first ever 
British driverto compete in 
Morocco’s all-female Rally 
Aicha des Gazellesin April. 

The 35-year-old retail 
manager from Bedford 
was chosen by the TOTAL 
UKteam aftera lengthy 
selection process, 
including a training 
weekend ata military 
base in Chaumont, France. 

Winter has no previous 
driving experience, but she 
will be co-driven onthe 
event byexperienced 
Canadian Lyne Guerer. 

Winter said: “Thisisa 
chance of alifetime forme. 
Itstill hasn’tsunkin that 
l'llbe taking partinsuch 
an amazing challenge. I’m 
trying to getasfitasI can 
forthe start, sol can give 
itmy best shot.” 

The Rally des Gazelles, 
beginning on April 21, 
requires competitors to 
navigate their way across 
2500km of desert and 
through several 
checkpoints using only 
amap and compass 
for navigation. 


PEUGEOT STICKS TO 


UNLOVED SETTINGS 


PEUGEOT WILL retain 
its much-derided 
suspension system 


for round four of the World Rally 
Championship in New Zealand 
next week. 

Both 307 WRC drivers Marcus 
Gronholm and Markko Martin 
have complained about the lack 
of adjustment available on the 
car's set-up and while team 
principal Jean-Pierre Nicolas says 
he iswilling to help the drivers, 
the system remains unchanged. 


aes 


Ateam insider said: “Jean- 
Pierre is willing to do anything 
to help, butatthe same time 
the engineers don’t want to bin 
everything they have done with 
the current suspension. That’s 
understandable, but we need 
adjustable shocks. They were 
okay forthe old 206, but this is 
the 307.We need it changing, 
particularly forthe rough rallies. It 
will be too much ifthe caris like 
this forthe rough rallies.” 

Neither Gronholm nor Martin 


Peugeot will persevere with existing 
suspension system for Rally New Zealand 


JORDAN: WRC FOR 2006 


JORDAN IS ramping up its bid for 
World Rally Championship 
status in 2006 by making radical 
changes to bringits candidate 
eventinto line withthe 
requirements of the FIA. 

The Jordan Rally, whichruns 
asa Middle Eastround from May 
5-7, willbe observed by the FIA 
this yearand contested by an 
unprecedented 50 crewsfrom 
theregion. Amongthe changes 
arethe introduction ofa 


Q&A 


HRHPRINCEFEISAL 
ALHUSSEIN 


ceremonial start (atthe cost ofa 
superspecial stage), the use ofa 
central service park, remote tyre 
fitting zones and alimitedrecce. 
“We havea lot of hardwork 
ahead of usifweareto reach our 
goal, butwe have the expertise 
and experience,” said HRH 
Prince Feisal Al Hussein, whois 
personally involved in his 
country’s bid for WRCstatus. 
The Prince has already 
attended numerous WRC 


How did you get involved in 
motorsport? 
The interest has been inherited 
from his majesty, my father. He 
helped to establish the RAC in 
Jordan and then competed in the 
1960s. He was twice Jordanian 
national champion. 


Have you ever competed? 
Yes. | co-drove when | was 
younger and my brother (King 
Abdullah) used to drive. | have 
been involved in motorsport for 
20 years, but now! am involved 
inthe challenge of getting Jordan 
ready forinclusion in the 2006 
World Rally Championship. 


Whenwas the idea of WRC 
first talked about? 
It goes back to the early 1990s, 
when we thought, ‘Ifwe are the 
bestrun rally in the region and 


were willing to discuss the 
situation, butthe Finn feltthe car's 
set-up would notbeaproblemin 
NewZealand. 

“It’s smooth and fast,” he said. 
“Lastyear we had no problems 
and | led, so we showed itworks.” 

Peugeot tested the 307 WRC 
extensively lastweek. The team’s 
test driver, Sebastian Lindholm, 
joined Martin and Gronholm to 
complete set-up work for New 
Zealand and developmentwork 
for Rally d'Italia in Sardinia. 


rounds, but says he intendsto 
visit further rallies this season in 
his attemptto find out more 
aboutwhat’s required toruna 
round ofthe championship. 
“We’re notunder any 
illusions that all we need is 
minor cosmetics to make the 
rally fitto WRC,” said the Prince. 
“There will be nothing 
haphazard about ourapproach. 
Thisis a chanceto compliment 
what Bahrain has doneinF1.” 


WRC wants to come into the 
Middle East, we'll be the obvious 
choice.’ The reality is thatwe want 
to become part of the WRC, but 
we've had alot more work to do 
to raise the standards. There’s 

no way you can go into WRC as 
amateurs, which is why we have 
professionals working full-time 
onthe eventfor us. 


Areyou hands-on with the 
WRC project? 
Yes. This weekend | am going 
down to the Dead Sea, where we 
have a national rally running. This 
is my background and you need 
to get dust on your shoes if you 
are going to find outwhat’s going 
on. It’s nottrue that all the best 
ideas come from the top —there’s 
some brilliant ideas at the 
bottom. It raises morale for 
everybody to be involved. 


CARLSSON GETS 10 

Daniel Carlsson’s programme for the remainder 
of the season has been sorted. The Swedish driver will 
contest a further 10 rounds of the championship, 
eight of which are expected to bein a Subaru Impreza 
WRC, run by the British-based RED World Rally Team, 
while he will contest Cyprus and Argentina in a Bozian 
Racing Peugeot 206 WRC as part of his Peugeot 
contract. RED currently runs an Olsbergs-backed 
Impreza WRC for Tobias Johansson (below). 


a es me o ws ok. 

VW AIMS TORAID TUNISIA 

Volkswagen is aiming to build on its maiden success 
with the Race-Touaregwhen the second round ofthe FIA 
Cross Country Rally World Cup starts in Tunisia on April 2. 
Bruno Saby, who won March’s season-opening Rally Porlas 
Pampasin South America, will spearhead W's attack in north 
Africa. His main competition will come from a brace of 
Mitsubishi Pajeros for LucAlphand and Hiroshi Masuoka and 
Jean-Louis Schlesser’s new V8-engined Buggy. The 1864-mile 
eventfinishes on the holiday island of Djerba on April 11. 


CHAMPIONS FOR PORTUGAL 

Former world champions Juha Kankkunen and 
Didier Auriol will be joined by Mikko Hirvonen onthe 
Rally of Portugal, which starts tomorrow (Friday) and 
finishes on Saturday evening. All three will drive 
Group N Subaru Imprezas, while Carlos Sainzwill pilot 
the course car—co-driven by former partner Luis Moya 
onthe Algarve-based event. 


NEW SUZUKI FEELS SWIFT 

CurrentJunior WRC championship leader Guy Wilks has 
pronounced testing of the new Suzuki Swift machine “avery 
good start”. The replacementfor the 2004 title-winning Ignis 
covered 100 kilometres of testing at MIRA in Britain lastweek 
before moving onto the south of France. Wilkswill handle all 
testing duties forthe time beingwhile team mate Per-Gunnar 
Andersson recovers from post-Rally Mexico illness. 


BRC FANS: JOIN THE CLUB! 

Fans of the British Rally Championship can now 
join a supporters’ club to keep up to speed with series 
developments. Memberswill also receive a regular BRC 
magazine and introductory-offer DVD. The joining fee 
is £35. Formore information go to www.breweb.co.uk. 


MARSHALING TO THE CAUSE 

Organisers of thisyear’s British Rally 
Championship will recognise the vital role played by 
marshals—without whom events could notrun—by 
offering them alogbookto record theirattendance and 
duties at events. The schemeis designed to encourage 
marshals to support more of the BRC’s events and to 
reward them for their loyalty and commitment. Prizes 
will be awarded forthe bestattendance records. 
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BRITISH F3/GT MEETING, DONINGTONPARK 


DONINGTON PARK’S the place to be with the opening rounds of the British F3 


and GT championships kicking off the national racing season in earnest. 
F3 iswide open this year, with an influx of newtalent and teams setto 
upset the established order. Fortec Motorsport’s Mike Conwayisatitle 
favourite after awinter testing programme that the word “intensive” 
doesn’t dojustice to. The likes of Tim Bridgman and Susie Stoddart also 


have somethingto prove, while P1 Motorsport’s Danilo Dirani stands out 
amongthe second-year drivers. 
British GTis strongerthan ever, with Andrew Kirkaldy/Nathan Kinch 
(Ferrari 360 GTC) among the favouritesto start the season with awin. 
Support comesfrom the thriving John Cooper Challenge, the revitalised 
Caterham Challenge and the Ford-backed UK Formula Ford Championship. 
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Paul Harpin Eric Verdon-Roe 


“This season we 
have enjoyedsome 
hugely entertaining 
racingaction” 


IN DEFENCE OF F12005 


SORRY, BUT | really can’t agree with Paul John (Letter of the Week, 
March 24) that this must be the worst start to a Formula 1 season ever. 
That accolade belongs to last year, when Michael Schumacher and 
Ferrari won five races on the trot and the opening race was a Ferrari 1-2 
walkover of hugely boring proportions. 

How can PaulJohn go on to say “even the start of last season was 
more entertaining than it has been so far this year’? We have seen 
hugely entertaining racing, incidents aplenty as drivers try to balance 
aggressive driving with not overcooking their tyres, and, best of all, 
with Red Bull Racing and Toyota doing so well, we now have at least 
seven teams with a good chance of at least a podium finish every race. 
Hopefully that will be eight teams when Anthony Davidson gets his 
chance ina Sauber. 

Whatis still wrong is the ridiculous qualifying arrangement whereby 
the Saturday qualifying that we have beamed to our TVs actually doesn’t 
really mean very muchas far as grid position is concerned. But everyone 
seems agreed on this fact, except the FIA. 

One last thought on the Honda engine debacle: thank you, Jim 
Bamber, for your superb cartoon. | haven’t laughed so much for weeks! 
Andy Child, by email 


Letter of the week wins an amazing Road Angel, worth 
£399. This GPS device guards your lifeandlicencewith 
warnings asyou approach accident blackspots orfixed 
and mobile cameras. More details at 


www.blackspot.com 


Please ensure that your 
full address is included 
on all correspondence 


EB Scott of New York should shove 
his brain into first gear before he 
puts pen to paper. His description 
of Jenson Button as a snot-nosed 
crybaby just goes to show how 
little attention he pays to F1. 

Jenson does notwhinge, moan 
or groan—he just gets hacked off 
when his team does not deliver the 
goods that he expects. Jenson has 
every right to criticise them and 
motivate them to do 100 times 
better in future. 

That, Mr Scott, is what F1 team 
leaders are supposed to do! 
Tony Buchan, by email 


JENSON DOES NOT 
WHINGE - HE’S JUST 
HACKED OFF 


Arrogance, it seems, is something 


Before he rants about his big 
brother's mega-successful team 
anymore, perhaps it would be 
helpful to remind him that Ferrari 
started 2002 and 2003 with its 
‘old’ car, and look what happened 
then. | don’t recall the team’s 
results being too bad at the end 
of those two seasons. 

Of course, Ferrari’s results are 
nothing when compared to Ralf's 
fantastic achievements... 

Luca Biason, by email 


I've got a great idea for ITV 
involving one of its three 
channels. Why doesn’t it show 
the Le Mans 24 Hours live? 

All ITV ever seems to show on 


Ralf Schumacheris an expert about. 


26 www.autosport.com March 31 2005 


WE CAN'T 
GET THE BONNET 
Down // 


these digital channels are endless 
repeats anyway, So it’s not as 
though anyone would miss 
anything important. 

So, how about it ITV? Give it a 
go! I’m sure that I’m not the only 
sportscar fan who would tune in 
if they couldn’t make it to France. 
Warren Nel, Tonbridge 


Does the FIA set out to send F1 
in the opposite direction to the 
wishes of its fans? Mosley has 
finally realised that fans want to 
see the cars racing each other, 
but through changes intended 
to improve racing, has made it 
impossible for drivers to do so. 

The only two pieces of action 
from the Malaysian GP were 
caused by drivers struggling to 
keep control on worn tyres. The 
battle between Ralf Schumacher, 
Nick Heidfeld and 
Mark Webber was 
a spectacle, but 
only happened 
because there 
was no grip for 
Ralf as he tried 
to pass Webber. 
Then two races 
were ruined at 
the same 
hairpin when Fisichella and 
Webber collided and went home 
empty handed. 

Meanwhile, Heidfeld stayed out 
of trouble and got on the podium. 
It won't be long before every 
driver realises there’s more to be 
gained by not taking risks! 

Alex Wall, North Yorks 


I've just read that the greatest 
ever grand prix driver —in my 
opinion, at least — is coming to 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed 
for the first time in 2005. Yes, 
four-time champ Alain Prost — 
the most tactically astute and 
cunning, not to mention 
blindingly quick, F1 star —will be 


SOUND 
BITES 


Memoto BAR. Twowords: David Richards. 
George Thomson, byemail 


Ireally can’tsee why everyone’s havinga 
popatthis year’sF1 qualifying. Everyone 
wanted to spice itup—that’swhat they 
get, and then they moan aboutit. The 
formathas muddled up the grids 


fantastically andwe are now witnessing 
properracing fromthe top drivers. 
Dan Spurgin, Cowes 


I’ve gotto support Richard Bell, who was 
recently calling forthe re-introduction 
of Autosport’s marks out of 10 inthe 
Formula 1 race reports. Ifthereissucha 
wide disparity of opinionsthensetupa 
rota system so we can compare ourideas 
witha different pundit’s eachweek. 

Tim Pittick, by email 


adding to the Sussex magic in 
June. It'll be great to see Le 
Professeur reunited with his 1989 
title-winning McLaren Honda 
MP4/5. The fat-tyred, 3.5-litre 
flying fag packet will look and 
sound great on the hill. 

Chris Harvey, Leicester 


Rally GB in a total mess? You're not 
wrong! The organisers have done 
their very best to destroy one of 
the sport’s most important events. 

For 22 years | would tour the 
English stately homes, most of 
Wales, the Lake District and 
Kielder while following the RAC 
Rally every November, and 
couldn't wait to do it all again 12 
months later. We'll never return to 
those glory days, | know, but 
blaming a lack of top British 
drivers and a move to September 
are poor excuses for more 
fundamental problems. 

The real issues are cost, 
location and access. It’s too 
expensive to spectate, the south 
Wales location is too cramped and 
crowds are cooped up in too few 
vantage points. Let’s move the 
event to mid/north Wales and 
return to the magic formula of 
cheap tickets, classic stages and 
more relaxed viewing points. We 
want flat-out forest action, thank 
you, not car parks, fancy stadiums, 
flash hospitality and cordons! 
Kevin Freegard, by email 


One part of Phil Branagan’s report 
on the Clipsal 500 V8 Supercars 
race in Adelaide went to show why 
Australian V8 Supercars is one of 
the best forms of motorsport 
anywhere. 

Writing about three-time 
former champ Craig Lowndes’ 
hopes looking dashed, he wrote: 
“he [Lowndes] found the concrete 
wall at the very first corner, simply 
engaged first, took off and hauled 
his car all the way to second place 
and second overall.” 

The Clipsal 500 through the 
streets of Adelaide is one of the 
world’s great motor races. The 
way that Skaife, Ambrose, Ingall 
etc hurl those awesome Falcons 
and Commodores around is 
astonishing. 

The biggest shame is that it’s 
only seen live on Motors TV, and 
Channel 5 in the early hours of the 
morning, 10 days after the event. 
ITV and BBC take note: the whole 
season of V8 Supercars deserves 
mainstream coverage. 

Mick Haven, Waterlooville 


Receiving motorsport news via your 
mobile phone couldn't be easier! 

For the latest Fl news, text ASPT F10N to 80088. 
For the latest WRC news, text ASPT WRC 
ONto 80088. For the latest news from 
allmotorsport, text ASPT ALL ON to 
80088. To unsubscribe key in ASPT in 
code eg Fl OFF to 80088. Each message 

is charged at 25pinc VAT andisavailable 
toall UK registered mobile users. 1 


“The template of motor 
racing is changing and 
fans want the events to 
come to them” 


AT SPRING Training last week, a former 
Champ Cartitle holder putit best: “If people 
ask about the health of the series, look at 
Dale Coyne Racing. Seems like they're going 
to be running Oriol Servia and Bjorn 
Wirdheim. There’s not alot wrong with that 
line-up is there?” 

That wasn’t meantasa slight against 
Coyne, who continues to perform miracles 
ona minuscule budget, but when Champ 
Car’s equivalent of Minardi can field Champ 
Car’s equivalent of say, Felipe Massa and 
Takuma Sato, things are looking good. Yes, 
there is a budget shortfall in more than one 
squad, necessitating drivers to bring 
sponsorship money, but that’s true 
throughout motorsport. And when talents 
such as ex-F1 driverJos Verstappen and 
established Champ Car winner Mario 
Dominguez are fighting for a berth in the 
series, that’s got to be healthy. In fact, 
looking down the list of potential runners in 
the 2005 Champ Car World Series, | can see 
only acouple of tuggers, and one of those is 
unlikely to geta deal. 

Even more impressive and reassuring is 
thatthe men at the top of the series are 


hard-nosed businessmen, with sentiment 
kept well under control. In recent years 
spectator attendances at Elkhart Lake and 
Laguna Seca ranged from poor to abysmal, 
and though both are classic venues, they 
have been dropped in 2005, to be replaced 
by street races in San José CA, and 
Edmonton, Canada. Some might regret the 
proliferation of street courses on the Champ 
Car schedule, but the consensus within the 
series is that the template of motor racing is 
changing, and that fans want the events to 
come to them. No longerwill the average 
punter (has anyone ever spotted one of 
these beasts, or are they in fact mythical?) 
drive 40 miles to sit ona grassy hillin the 
middle of nowhere. Ata street circuit, you 
can expect the race course, a huge array of 
food facilities, toilets and merchandise stalls 
right there. Ifyou want the die-hard fans to 
bring along their families too, thatis the 

way forward. 

The most crucial part, though, is the 
entertainment on track. To make a series 
visually stimulating, accept that however 
mucha formulais devised-—or falsified —to 
encourage racing, the majority of the time 
over arace weekend, any given car will be 
running solo. If that car is thrilling to watch, 
because it reflects the driver inputs, then a 


spectator feels rewarded. Which is why years 


on people still wax lyrical about Juan Manuel 
Fangio through the downhill sweepers at 


Rouen, Ronnie Peterson through Woodcote FF 


at Silverstone, or Juan Pablo Montoya at 
Nazareth. Once the performance of the car 
is that much in the driver's hands, good 
racing will naturally follow. 

And that’s where the Champ Car World 
Series scores above any other formula. So 
farewell Laguna, farewell Elkhart Lake (sob), 
welcome Edmonton, San José and Ansan 
(South Korea) —and roll on Long Beach. The 
essentials— good drivers—are in place fora 
season of great racing. 


> Elkhart Lake: a great venue ditched 
by Champ Car because it made losses 
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The prizes that money just can’t buy 


WIN 


SIGNED ASTON 
MARTINGLOVES 


Earlier this month Aston Martin made history by 
winningits class onits sportscar comeback at 
Sebring. This is your chance to win a piece of that 
history, as driver Darren Turner has given us a pair 
of the gloves he wore en route to victory. 


To bein with a chance of winning, 
all you have to dois study the question 
below, then text us your answer. 


David Brabham 
Jack Brabham 
Geoff Brabham 


To enterthis competition all you have to do is answer the 
question above. Textus either A, B orC andyou could be 

this week’s winner. You can double your chances by entering 
more than once (SMS costs 25 pence per message, plus 
normal network charges). Send ASTXTWIN and the letter of 
your answer, yourname and postcode to 80088 

(eg ASTXTWIN A/B/CJOE BLOGGS P033 33X). 


Termsand conditions: 

This offeris open to UK residents aged 18 and over, who are UK-registered mobile phone users. 
Thewinnerwill be randomly chosen from all correct entries received by Tuesday April 5, 2005. 
No entries will be accepted from employees of Haymarket Publishing or theirfamilies, 

orany other companies associated with this promotion. The judge's decision isfinal and 

no correspondencewill be entered into. Theres no alternative cash prize and the prizeis 
non-transferable. Autosportand Haymarket Publications cannot be held responsibleinthe | 
event of the prize beinglost or damaged in the post. SMS costs 25 pence per message plus 

normal network charges. Ifyou experience any difficulties with this service orhave any comments, 
please email: Haymarket@broadsystem.com | 


Haymarket may use your details to inform you about other offers and reputable companies whose | 
products or services may be of interestto you. By entering this competitionwe deem youto have | 
consented to this. Please inform us if you do notwish to receive such information by writing to: | 
Autosport, Somerset House, Somerset Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 8RU. 
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FOLLOWING THE debacle - no other 
word suffices — in Malaysia, Ferrari folk 
were commendably reluctant to lay 
blame at the feet of Bridgestone, but last 
week the Japanese tyre company issued 
a mea culpastatement, and promised to 
do better in future. Ferrari, meantime, announced that the 
F2005 will race in Bahrain, two races ahead of schedule, 
which suggests that not all the lack of pace so evident in 
Sepang could be ascribed to Bridgestone. 


Mugello last week, and afterwards expressed satisfaction. 
The F2005 was, he said, a step forward, and it remains to 
be seen how much of a step - or stride — he was talking 
about. Whatever else, the hybrid car used in the first two 
races was Clearly not up to the job, and there was little 
point in waiting until Barcelona - originally to be the first 
race for the F2005 - to bring on the new one. 
Bridgestone claim to have made significant progress 
intests since Sepang, and that will need to be the case if 
Schumacher and Barrichello are to be frontrunners on 
Sunday. | realise that the circumstances are not quite the 
same, but before we get too gung-ho about Ferrari’s 


FIFTH COLUMN 


NIGEL 


ROEBUCK 


PLAY YOUR 
CARDS RIGHT 


team brought forward the debut of the F2002 to race 
three - and Michael won with it. Rubens, as quick as there 
is at Interlagos, remained stuck with the old car, and was 
nowhere near Schuey’s pace. 

Bahrain should therefore give us a clearer idea of what 
the season holds, but at any grand prix what happens on 
the track is only part of the story, and in the paddock there 


is bound to be much debate about the latest developments 


in the saga of ‘Bernie and the banks’ - or should that now 
be ‘The banks and Bernie’? 

Back in December there came the first instalment, 
when the banks — Lehman Brothers, JP Morgan and 
Bayerische Landesbank — went to the High Court, 
claiming their right, as 75 per cent shareholders in SLEC 
(the holding company for Ecclestone’s Fl empire), to 
appoint directors to it. 

Seemed not unreasonable in itself - although 

you had to wonder how the banks had allowed such 

asituation to arise in the first place. Originally they 
had lent German media group Kirch the £865 million 
required to buy the shareholding, but only when Kirch 
went bust, and the shares reverted to the banks, did they 
become fully conversant with what they’d got. While 
Kirch had apparently had the right to appoint directors 
to SLEC, that right did not transfer to the banks. You'd 
have thought, with that kind of money involved, the 
phrase ‘due diligence’ would have crossed somebody’s 
mind, but apparently not. 

Whatever, in December they went to law, seeking to 
have the situation changed, and for the first time insiders 
began to wonder if Ecclestone’s grip on Fl was about to be 
loosened. “If Bernie loses this case,” one said to me, “he’s 
effectively finished in the business.” 

That sounded a touch melodramatic, but Bernie 
indeed lost the case, in the sense that the judge granted 
the banks power over Formula One Holdings, one of the 
companies within SLEC. 

At the time there were celebrations within the GPWC, 
which is seeking, of course, to operate its own 
championship, following the end of the current Concorde 
Agreement. But if Ecclestone’s position had been 
weakened to some degree, it seemed not to make alot of 
difference. He got on with doing long-term deals with 
circuits, and in January announced an agreement with 
Ferrari, under which the team agreed to extend the 
Concorde Agreement from 2008 to 2012 - to continue, in 
other words, with Bernie, rather than go with the GPWC, 
which to that point had enjoyed Ferrari's support. 


— 


“IF BERNIEIS “WORKING FOR THE BANKS’ 
| TRUST THEY WILL RECOGNISE THAT HE 
KNOWS MOTOR RACING, AND THEY DON'T” 


At all events, Michael Schumacher tested the new car at 


match to Ecclestone’ not least Eddie Jordan, who, since 
ceasing to be a team principal, appears to have set himself 
up as some kind of spokesman for Bernie. If Ferrari were on 


current discomfiture, bear in mind that three years ago the 
and otherwise — became known, the response of the other 
teams was a hardening of attitudes, a strengthened 
commitment to the GPWC. Perhaps one or two minnows 


Williams of the world didn’t want to know. 


FIFTH COLUMN 


Bernie has got Todt and Ferrari on side, but not the GPWC 


Initially, there were those who concluded, ‘Game, set and 


board, Jordan proclaimed, the rest would have to follow. 
Not so. Indeed, when the terms of the deal - financial 


might be susceptible to an advance, but the McLarens and 


December's action in the High Court was always 
regarded as nothing more than an initial skirmish in the 
battle between Bernie and the banks, with the next one 
scheduled for May. Now, though, it seems there will be no 
more, for last week it was announced that an out-of-court 
settlement had been reached between the parties. 

Initially, it appeared that some sort of confidentiality 
agreement was in place, but on Friday BayernLB (formerly 
Bayerische Landesbank) issued a statement: ‘The bank 
welcomes the fact that Mr Ecclestone and Bambino 
Holdings [the family trust] have demonstrated prudence 
in backing down on all the points under legal dispute. As 
aresult, the lawsuit has been resolved’. 

Ecclestone is by nature a fighter of the most tenacious 
kind, but | remember something he said a few years ago, 
when we were discussing a fight between twoteam 
principals over the services of one man. “He's made a big 
mistake,” said Bernie. “He thinks he’s won, but it’s not 
worth it. Business is like cards: half the secret is knowing 
when to fold...” 

So has he folded now, in the sense of accepting he had 
alosing hand? Knowing Ecclestone, | find that hard to 
believe, but if he is now effectively ‘working for the banks, 
| trust they have the sense to recognise that he knows 
motor racing, and they do not. As Flavio Briatore said last 
autumn, “At the moment, nobody really knows who's in 
charge of F1- is it the manufacturers, is it Bernie, is it the 
banks? There’s alot of confusion, but | tell you what, Fl 
cannot be controlled by banks - they won't have an 
agreement with the teams, this is sure.” 

One suggestion is that perhaps the banks will sell their 
shareholding in SLEC to the manufacturers — in other 
words, to the GPWC. In terms of allowing them to get out 
of the business, which surely they must want, and 
dispelling fears of two rival championships, that would 
make sense. For the moment, though, the labyrinthine 
game continues. 
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F1’S INSIDE LINE 


THE BIGGEST CONTRIBUTOR TOA BIG 
FALL-OFF INFERRARI COMPETITIVENESS 
HAS BEEN FIA REGULATION CHANGE 


TWO PIECES of commonly 

perceived Formula 1 wisdom: 

1) the FIA favours Ferrari; 2) the 

tyre war is a bad thing. I’m not 

so sure about either. 

Look, I’m nota Ferrari apologist. 

The team has over the years displayed a ruthless 
political will in using its unrivalled clout to its own 
competitive ends, in a way that leaves rival British 
teams appearing politically inept. For example, time 
and again major technological leaps from rival 
teams have been initially okayed by the governing 
body, only for permission to be rescinded following 
objections from Ferrari. Then there’s the thorny 
matter of golden hellos and enhanced cuts of 
revenues. But looking at the team’s current 
competitive dip and the reasons behindit, it’s 
difficult not to draw parallels with 2003; both times 
the biggest single contributor to a big fall-offin 
Ferrari competitiveness has been FlA regulation 
change. Twice in the last three years, in other words, 
Ferrari's rivals have been handed a major helping 
hand from the governing body. 

Back in 2003 it was the late notice change to 
parc fermé qualifying that caught the reds on the 
hop, having designed a new car with a weight 
distribution that required major set-up changes 
between qualifying and race —changes that 
were no longer allowed. This time the tyre 
usage restrictions could have been tailor-made 
to punish the characteristics of the Bridgestone 
tyres on the Ferrari and thereby aid Michelin and 
theirteams massively. 

This is atime, more than any other, that Ferrari 
desperately needs test miles. Not only do they have 
a performance shortfall to sort out but the major 
component of that shortfall —their tyre partner —is 
inherently hampered in testing power through being 
aligned only to one major team. Bridgestone reckon 
they have completed just 20 per cent of the F1 test 
mileage of Michelin over the winter because of this. 

Now partly this is Ferrari's own doing. It has pushed 
for tyre exclusivity and has enjoyed the benefits of that. 
Nowcomes the price. 

Given the gentleman’s agreement between the other 
nine teams about the restriction of testing — and Ferrari’s 
point-blank refusal to be a partner to that agreement— 
there is naturally a lot of ill-disguised glee at the problems 
the team is facing on the track at the moment. Butitis the 
very fact that it needs to test itself out of its problems that 
is making its alignment with the others on this matter an 
absolute non-starter. As Ross Brawn says, “To agree to 
that would be to sign our own death warrant.” 

He further points out that the whole discussion about 
cost savings has reached an emotional impasse, given 
the antipathy towards the team from the others. “We're 
probably guilty of that too,” he accepts. “We would really 
like to be part of that process, but we've just been cut out 
of itand so we've reacted emotionally too. There are alot 
of things we'd like to discuss about saving costs. But why 
should we accept a limitation on testing? Why nota 
limitation on two wind tunnels, like Williams have, ora 
limitation on the construction of vast new technical 
centres like McLaren have? When we adhered to the day 
limit on testing [in 2003] we had to get through more 
work ina shorter space of time and so therefore utilised 
ashift system to complete extremely intensive 
programmes. Now that we no longer have that limitation 
we can plan more economically. | happen to know that 
at least one team has a set of people on stand by at 
testing venues monitoring the weather to determine 
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rule changes have made testing more crucial than ever 


whether it’s going to be worth testing in the next few 
days and using up valuable allocated days. Where’s the 
cost saving in that? [Williams technical director] Sam 
Michael recently began to agree with some of these 
points but was then berated by Patrick Head because 
itwasn’tteam policy, | guess.” 

Now think to the near-unanimity from the teams 
(Ferrari aside) about the desirability of a single tyre 
formula. Now think just how much a single tyre formula 
would help Ferrari right at this moment. On the same 
rubber as everyone else, and with a new car thatis 
genuinely up to 1sec per lap faster than the F2004M, 
how do you imagine Ferrari would fare in the coming 
races? There’s every reason to suspect we'd be back to 
the domination of 2002 and 2004. 

The tyre war is yet again providing us with a 
mechanism that has completely brought alive the 
season. There is no doubt that the testing mileage it 
brings has driven team costs up enormously, and it’s true 
that Ferrari has benefited from Bridgestone exclusivity by 
getting the tyre company to share its development costs. 
“But that’s just a commercial transaction,” asserts Brawn. 
“Just like an engine supplier giving engines free of charge 
to a team. We don’t complain about that even though we 
pay for our own engines.” 

Besides, a tyre war surely doesn’t have to mean big 
testing costs. Why can’t the FIA simply specify to the tyre 
companies that they can only provide tyres to the teams 
onrace weekends? Then we'd still have the competitive 
to-and-fro of a tyre war without the associated testing 
costs. Yes, it would probably hurt Ferrari in the short term, 
but then what’s new? 


March 31 2005 www.autosport.com 31 


SPINNEY/LAT 


www.autosport.com March 31 2005 


32 


GETTY IMAGES 


SCUDERIA’S SLUMP 


IN A FIX 


Technical director Ross Brawn explains the problems 


t’s a question that has to be asked — why? Whyis the most 

dominant team in the history of Formula 1, with one of 

the greatest drivers ofall time, suddenly looking like an 

also-ran? Ferrari’s technical director, Ross Brawn, gave 

the answers after the Malaysian Grand Prix with surprising 

good humour: “I wouldn't say that it’s boring winning all 

of the time, but sometimes you need to taste the sour to 

appreciate the sweet.” 

Michael Schumacher scored a scant two points in Malaysia, 
having qualified 13th, with no extenuating circumstances. 
Meanwhile, Renault’s Fernando Alonso is making full use of 
a dynamite car and a clear tyre advantage, making hay while 
the Ferrari seems fit only for making silage. You can bet the 
champion is concerned. “Yes, he called me during testing of 
the new carrecently,” says Brawn. “I was trying to work out 
where he was because it was a strange time of day for him to 
be calling. He was in Thailand, where it was about 2am, 
and he was very keen to know about how the carhad gone.” 

You can bet also that Schumacher was pretty searching in 
his questions about the tyres. Sepang has traditionally been 
a bogey circuit for the team’s tyre partner, Bridgestone, a 
place where equatorial track temperatures have invariably 
played into the hands ofrival supplier Michelin. So maybe it 
was just an anomaly? 

Well, ask Brawn which, between Australia - where Rubens 
Barrichello glided to a solid second — and Malaysia, is the 
better indicator of how competitive Ferrari really is, and he'll 
tell you it’s the latter. “There is a mountain to climb,” he insists. 
“J don’t think just going back to a cooler environment [than 
Malaysia] is going to solve the problem. There’s a pretty stiff 
challenge ahead. That said, 'm optimistic Malaysia is as bad 
as it will get.” 

Brawn will also tell you, quite categorically, that it’s about 
more than just the tyres. “We've got to do a betterjob on the 


Main: Brawn 
probably hasn't 
worn sucha pained 
expression since 
Ferrari's last crisis 
in mid-2003 


Below left: 
Barrichello tests 
the F2004M's limit 
in Australia, but he 
was still second 


Below right: 

The Ferraris find 
themselves in 
unfamiliar 
territory - 
squabbling with 
the Saubers and 
Red Bulls in Sepang 


that have blighted the champion’s early-season form. By MARK HUGHES 


car, engine and traction control. We've got to find percentages 
from all those areas, as well as finding gains with the tyres. I 
don’t think Bridgestone will find a solution by themselves, 
and we won't, either. The partnership is what will do it.” 

Ferrari's tech boss said very similar things the last time the 
team was in competitive crisis — late mid-season 2003 when 
for a time it appeared as ifit was about to badly lose the world 
championship. The parallels don’t stop there, either. Just as 
in’03, the root cause of the dip is regulation changes by the 
sport’s governing body, the FIA, that have hurt Ferrari more 
than its rivals. So much for the commonly cited paddockjoke 
that FIA stands for‘Ferrari International Aid’. 

Its about more than just the tyres. The interim car, the 
F2004M, is a significantly compromised adaptation oflast 
year’s machine. The F2005, purpose-built to the newregs, 
is certain to be a majorimprovement - to the tune, Brawn 
reckons, “of somewhere between 0.5 and one second perlap”. 
But the reason the new car wasn’t ready for the start of the year 
relates to how the change in diffuser regulations brought far 
more severe penalties for Ferrari than other teams because of 
theirrespective transmission layouts. 

Aerodynamic and tyre performance are intimately 
entwined, and so the downforce-light F2004M is definitely 
contributing to the tyre problem. But, make no mistake, the 
biggest problem is currently the tyre itself. Even Bridgestone 
admits as much. 

The ‘one set of tyres perrace’ rule has punished a particular 
characteristic of the Bridgestone that has been apparent ever 
since Michelin re-entered the fray four years ago. No matter 
what development paths the two tyre companies have 
embarked upon over the years, the one unfaltering distinction 
is that a Bridgestone tread runs hotter than a Michelin. Tread 
temperature is intimately related to wear — and once past a 
certain critical point of temperature, wearrates gooffthe [ 
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(scale. The penalty for the greater running heat of the 
Bridgestone has varied according to the prevailing regulations. 


Main: All eyes will 
beon Schuey in 


For the past two years, with parc fermé qualifying meaning Bahrain for the 

frequent pitstops, and tyres that needed to last only 15-20laps, debut of theF2005 

wear has not been a critical factor. With regulations now 

demanding a set of tyres last throughout qualifying and the Right: Bridgestone 

race, wear rate has become perhaps the most important hasits work cut 

differentiating factor of all. out to match 
“What we have to ensure above all else,” says Bridgestone’s _ the durability of 

technical manager, Hisao Suganuma, “is that the tyre can rival Michelin 

last the race. Only from that starting point can we find 

performance, and at the moment this is the level of Below right: In 

performance we have when we give the tyre the necessary testing, the F2005 

durability. It’s not good enough, and we are working very has shown much- 

hard to find a solution.” needed higher 
Michelin’s Pierre Dupasquier cannot disguise his levels of downforce 


amusement at how the rule change has played directly into 
the French company’s hands. “The newrules bring a big 
challenge in judging wear against performance. In its most 
basic form, you simply take from performance and give to 

the wear. But not when you are smart, and, thanks to [FIA 
president] Max Mosley, a new domain ofresearch has been 
opened. Our chemical guys worked hard, and they just dug in 
their knowledge, not willing to lose anything in performance, 
but at the same time improving durability. The construction 
people worked hard as well in the same direction.” 

Michelin’s lowerrunning temperature has given it huge 
scope to play with compounds to meet the durability 
requirements and still have speed. Bridgestone’s options are 
far narrower, courtesy of the higherrunning temperatures that 
are an intrinsic corollary of a different technical philosophy. 

This philosophy is at the very heart of Bridgestone’s 
concept ofa tyre, and hence it is not the work ofa moment 
to simply design one with a lowerrunning temperature 
and therefore better performance for a given durability. 
ABridgestone derives more ofits performance from 
‘mechanical grip than a Michelin and less from ‘chemical’ 
grip. Chemical grip concerns the chemical bonding of the 
tyre’s surface to that of the track at a molecular level. 
Mechanical grip is to do with how the tyre keys in to the 
track surface. The rubber of the contact patch deforms as it 
encounters the tiny surface irregularities of the track, but not 
in a uniform way. It does not immediately rebound but rather 
drapes itself over the irregularity. Because ofits deformation, 
it cannot push as hard against the surface of one side of the 
irregularity as it is doing on the other. This difference results 
in friction and that creates grip. It also creates heat. Heat 
creates wear. Wear means that harder compounds have to 
be used, reducing further the chemical grip. 

Softer compounds, as used by Michelin, tend not to be as 
consistent over a short stint because the associated problem of 
graining has to be endured. Under the old regulations, it made 
them quite evenly matched with the harder-compound, more 
consistent Bridgestone, whose downside of higherrunning 
temperatures and therefore wear was not serious, given the 


WHY RENAULT IS FLYING 


FINAL PIECE OF THE PUZZLE THAT 
PUT SCHUEY’S OLD TEAM IN FRONT 


THEBIG question for the season 
ahead is whether the Ferrari 
F2005, plus improvements from 
Bridgestone, add up to 
something that can equal the 
Renault R25 chassis/Michelin 
tyre combination. 

The R25 has taken the key 
strengths of Renaults of the 
previous couple of years and 
added to it the one ingredient 
that had always been missing— 
engine performance. When 
the Ferrari F2004Ms were 
quick down the Sepang 
straights, you suspected it was 
due to being light on downforce. 
When the R25 was similarly 
quick, the evidence ofits lap 
time told you it could only be 


down to horsepower and 
possibly low drag. 

The caris easy onits tyres 
(although not as easy apparently 
as the McLaren), ithas avery 
strong driver line-up and the 
teamis operationally perhaps 
the only one you might bracket 
with Ferrari. Which is 
unsurprising, given that the two 
share acommon ancestry— 
Schumacher-era Benetton. 


“RENAULT HAS 
THE MISSING 
INGREDIENT - 
ENGINE POWER” 
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Alonso made it two wins fromtwo races for Rem 


short stints. Dramatically increase the stint durations, as in the 
05 regulations, and suddenly the Michelin’s consistency is 
better (no repeated graining phases) and the Bridgestone’s 
wearis excessive (no regularreplacement). 

Bridgestone is an exceptionally capable entity and will 
come up with a solution. But will it be in time to save Ferrari’s 
title bacon? Especially given that its testing poweris vastly 
smaller than Michelin’s. “Because we're the only serious 
runner on Bridgestones,” explains Brawn, “we've done only 
20 per cent of the test mileage of the Michelin teams, and it’s 
avery steep learning curve on the tyres at the moment. So 
that might be hurting us, yes. But as the curve evens out, 
hopefully it will be less ofa factor.” 

The revised aero regs have made fora double whammy. 
“Our [existing] engine and transmission package was not 
very good for the new regs,” claims Brawn, “because once you 
constrain a diffuser on the outside, the central part becomes 
much more important, and so you have to expand the inside. 
Once you do that, you have to start to lookat your gearbox and 
engine in a much more extreme way. We decided we didn’t 
have the right package, and had to start again with the 
transmission and some detail with the engine. That’s what 
took the time. Others may have been more fortunate in that 
their existing engine/transmission was suitable, but ours 
wasn’t. We were suddenly faced with the problem oflifting 
everything up and getting it out the way.” Which is why the 
F2005 couldn’t be readied for the start of the season. 

Increasing the regulation height of the front wing and 
therefore reducing the frontal downforce may also yet hurt 
Ferrari disproportionately to the others. Designers have been 
forced to move weight distribution back to match the revised 
centre of pressure, because a mismatch between the two hurts 
transient behaviour. The scope for doing this on the F2004M 
was limited, but the F2005 features this rearward shift. 
However, that only puts yet more load onto the marginal 
Bridgestone rear. The front tyre is not the issue, and it was 
probably for this reason the carlooked okay in Melbourne, 
one of the very few circuits where the cars are front limited. 

Sepang will probably go down as the competitive nadir 
of Ferrari’s season, and the only way is up. The superior 
downforce of the new car will contribute a big chunk of lap 
time and help with the tyre wear. Coming away from the 
extreme track temperatures, the Bridgestone 
temperature/wear issue will be reduced. But it will not go 
away, not until Bridgestone makes a significant breakthrough, 
at any rate. The new FIA rules have seen to that. 

IfFerrari can be seen to be at the mercy of both Bridgestone 
and the FIA in its current plight, itis not entirely blameless. It 
is now feeling the downside of the tyre exclusivity it pushed 
hard forin the past. “It’s a double-edged sword,” admits 
Brawn. “When the other tyre brand is strong, we’ve got alot 
of competition. On the other hand, when we're strong, we 
don’t have to share the points with anyone. It’s all part and 
parcel of the tyre war.” 

So there’s why. The next question is ‘how long’? 
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McLAREN CAN IMPROVE 


A FALTERING START - BUT 
THE BEST IS YET TO COME 


THE McLAREN MP4-20’s potential 
hasn't quite come acrossin the 
opening two races of 2005. It seems 
to beatrickier carto balance than the 
Renault, but there’s reason to believe 
thatit’s just waiting to be unlocked. 
The car's key asset is how 
extremely kind itis to its tyres. This 
may be hurtingitin one-lap 
qualifying, butis a potent strength in 
the new one set of tyres per race era. 
Like Renault, the team began the year 
with an explosive driver combination, 
butthe recentinjury ofJuan Pablo 
Montoya puts a dentin this. In the first 


Apuncture cost 
Kimi Raikkonen 
any chance of a 
point in Malaysia 


two races, Montoya and Kimi 
Raikkonen seemed more openly out 
to usurp each other—and this may 
prove costly over a season. Renault’s 
line-up seems more harmonious. 

There are two shortfalls in the car, 
both of which the team is confident 
will be attended to by upgrades in 
Spain. The first of these is a lack of 
straightline speed, and fingers of 
suspicion are hovering over the 
engine. The otheris an inherent 
slow-corner understeer that seems 
to cost more time than the Renault's 
similar characteristic. 
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mid the political hoopla surrounding 
Paul Stoddart’s ongoing assault on the 
FIA, few seem to have noticed that his 
Minardi team is celebrating the 20th 
anniversary ofits arrival in Formula 1. 
Even the man himself thinks that 2004, 
the 20th actual season, was the occasion 
to have a party. In fact, this is the perfect 
time to sit up and take note, not least because Minardi old boys 
have filled the front row at the last two grands prix. 

The actual start came in Brazil on April 7 1985, when 
Pierluigi Martini crept onto the back of the grid, his hopelessly 
underpowered Cosworth car some 12 seconds off Keke 
Rosberg’s turbocharged pole. 

Alookat the entry list for that Rio race tells its own story, 
for it contains names such as Lotus, Brabham, Tyrrell, Arrows, 
Ligier, Alfa Romeo, Zakspeed, RAM and Osella. Minardi 
apart, the only teams that have survived with theiridentities 
intact are Ferrari, McLaren and Williams. To that list can be 
added Renault, an amalgamation of the Toleman and original 
Renault teams of 20 years ago. 

Minardi has outlived not just those listed above, but many 
more teams that were born after 1985 and didn’t survive their 
formative years. It has endured perilous financial times and 
several changes of ownership, and has done so with an Italian 
flair that has won it fans all over the world, and up and down 
the paddock. It says a lot about the team’s unique environment 
that founder Giancarlo Minardi has stayed on in a subsidiary 
role five years after Stoddart took control - both parties can 
cope with an arrangement that others might see as untenable. 

“That’s a testimony to the man,” says Stoddart. “I’m not 
going to say we haven't had our squabbles, because we have. 


Giancarlo respects the fact that the ultimate decisions will 
always be made by me. I'm sure he doesn’t agree with them all 
the time, the same as I don’t always agree with his, but we’ve 
managed to find a working relationship that’s lasted five years. 
People probably thought it wouldn’t last five minutes! 

“He’s aracer through and through. His role nowis to lookat 
young drivers, and also to look for sponsorship in certain parts 
of the world where he has a profile and a presence. He deals 
with some of the day-to-day politics that come with owning 
the team. He has a pretty good record for talent-spotting.” 

Minardi first made his name as a Formula 2 constructor, 
but when his team went to that Brazilian Grand Prixin 1985, 
it consisted of just 16 people. Four stayed at home, namely the 
storesman, two guys in the technical office and a truckie who 
doubled as a chef. That left a travelling crew ofjust 12 in Rio, 
plus driver Martini. 

That number wasn’t quite enough to man a pitstop, even 
with team boss Giancarlo leaving his post on the pitwall to 
operate the front jack. A volunteer was sought in the paddock 
to help out on the left front wheel, and one was found in the 
shape of former Osella F1 driver Miguel Angel Guerra. 

“The beautiful thing is that 20 years ago this is something 
which could happen,” says Minardi. ‘Nowadays it would be 
impossible and considered unprofessional. What a pity! 

“Many years have gone by, but I think that day was the best 
in my motorracing history. Unfortunately the airyou breathe 
in the garage nowis not the one you breathed in those days. 
The atmosphere is definitely different.” 

One of the guys on the crewin Rio was mechanic Luca 
Zama, and he’s still on the race team today, at 41 aveteran of 
two decades ofhighs and lows. 

“Giancarlo forme is firstly a good friend,” says Zama. ED 
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(a “He’s different from other team bosses. The problem is he 
can be too passionate. His language is not so technical. I think 
in some decisions he trusted some engineers too much! But F1 
needs more passion. Now the system is too much like a robot.” 

Apart from Zama, four other members of the tiny original 
team have remained with Minardi throughout the past 20 
years, including the current heads of the logistics, composite 
and production departments. There’s loyalty on both sides. 
Giancarlo himself says the survival of the team that carries 
his nameis all aboutits staff. 

“Minardi is made up ofan exceptional group of people, 
who have been able to build cars with dignity,” he says. “All the 
drivers have been important for the big contribution they have 
made. Obviously, Martini did 103 grands prix with Minardi 
and the relationship with him can be considered a bit special.” 

Itisno longer Minardi’s job to balance the books, but for 15 
years he did aremarkable job to keep things ticking over. 

“All the financial commitments have always been fulfilled,” 
he says. “One thing has to be said - we have always done our 
job to be present at the races even though we have not won 
them, without the pressure that many teams have 
experienced in the past. 

“But Minardi is based in Italy and itis therefore difficult 
to attract sponsors when there is already the best F1 team, 
Ferrari. Formany years we have found new sponsors which 
have been stolen by other teams, which could offer them a 
bettervisibility. In addition to that, Minardi has always 
survived thanks to customer engines. Not always has the 
price been proportional to their performance...” 

That last remarkis well-aimed. Engines are everything in 
F1, and it’s worth noting that in its best seasons — 1991 and’93 
— Minardi had equipment from Ferrari and Cosworth that gave 
it parity with much bigger teams, and points finishes resulted. 

It’s often forgotten that at one stage ownership passed 


through the hands of Flavio Briatore, who came along at a time 
when the founder was in trouble. 

“Minardi has always been on the edge financially,” says the 
current Renault team boss. “It’s been very consistent in that, it 
always was a drama! Giancarlo was always looking for drivers 
with potential, not only money. I really worked very well with 
him, and this was the reason why when Minardi was in great 
difficulty I bought part of the team, a majority — 80 per cent — 
in about 1992-93. Nowit’s alittle bit different from whatit was 
before. Paul is more political, although I believe he should 
concentrate a little more on the team. The team needs more 
performance and better drivers.” 

That a sly barb from a man whose support of Stoddart’s 
recent campaigns is perhaps not quite as solid as it might be. 
The politics may have taken his focus in recent months, but 
Stoddy has a clearidea ofhis team’s role within the sport. 

“Minardi are the eternal battlers, and the team that most 
people would say is their second favourite,” he says. “They're 
the perennial underdogs. But what have we done? Ifyou look, 
over the years we've brought more drivers through than 
anyone else. We have a pedigree of being a proving ground 
or apprenticeship for people to go through. 

“tn the end itis fair to say that teams like Minardi will always 
have a place in F1. It’s true that without teams like Minardi, 
how could manufacturers sustain an involvement in the sport? 
Ifthe day ever comes when all the independents are gone, 
simple mathematics says that one of them has to be last. That’s 
not something that can be sustained in a boardroom. 

“At the top end we're a breeding ground for talent, at the 
bottom end we protect their arses from the embarrassment of 
finishing last. And along the way people forget where a lot of 
mechanics and technical people start their careers. It’s 
probably far easier to get a job at Minardi than any other team.” 

Don’t believe it? Well, the man who designed the Ferrari Eq 


>> 20 YEARS OF MINARDI 


THE CARS, THE ENGINES, THE DRIVERS, AND THE ODD POINT HERE AND THERE 
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(FORD) Barilla, Martini, (FERRARI) Martini, (LAMBORGHINI) (FORD) Barhazza, | 
Morbidelli- Morbidelli, Moreno; Fittipaldi, Morbidelli, Zanardi; Fittipaldi, Gounon, Martini; Martini; 
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{JF 2005, Aldo Costa, worked at Minardi until 1996. 

“We're pretty damn proud of what we've done,” continues 
Stoddart. “We'd love to win, but on the budgets we’ve got, 
competition in itselfis winning. When people ask why do we 
bother, they have no conception of what they’re talking about. 
We bother because F 1 as it is today is the undisputed pinnacle 
ofmotorsport. The fact is that just competing at this level is in 
itselfa victory. We're one of 10 franchises in the world.” 

Minardi’s kindergarten role has been clearly demonstrated 
this season. Fernando Alonso (2001), Giancarlo Fisichella 
(96), Jarno Trulli (97) and Mark Webber (’02) are all fighting 
at the sharp end of the grid, while Ferrari test drivers Luca 
Badoer and Marc Gené are both graduates of the Faenza 
operation. BAR’s Anthony Davidson also had a couple of 
starts with the team in ’02. 

Apart from Badoer, all these guys made their F1 debuts with 
the team, as did the likes of Martini, Alessandro Nannini, 
Christian Fittipaldi and Justin Wilson. Onlyvery rarely has 
Minardi employed drivers coming to the end of their careers. 

Stoddart insists there is no better place than Minardi to 
start: “They come from F3000 and they don’t know what’s hit 
them when they walkinto this paddock. You can either jump 
offthe top of the diving board and end up in the shark pit, or 
jump off from 10 feet up, have a nice soft landing and swim. 

“Minardi provides that kind of apprenticeship for drivers. 
You're not expected to do anything, so ifyou do something 
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(FORD) Badoer, Lamy, 
Martini; Lavaggi, Marques; 


>> 20 YEARS OF MINARDI 


THE CARS, THE ENGINES, THE DRIVERS, AND THE ODD POINT HERE AND THERE 


(FORD) Fisichella, Lamy, 


you're a hero. You can name alot of drivers who have started 
in a big team and their careers are over as soon as they start. 
That’s the difference.” 

“[have very good memories,” agrees Trulli, who started just 
sixraces before being parachuted into Prost in the middle of 
1997.“It was my debut team, and it was a nice family team with 
not much expectation, a low profile and a little budget. Butit 
was always respected by everybody. Me, Fisichella, Alonso and 
Webber all came through Minardi, so it can’t have been too 
bad. You really need to show your true potential somewhere. 

“For Giancarlo [Minardi], the team is like a family. He 
treats everybody like a son and probably that was his mistake, 
ifwe can say there was one! He’s got a lot of passion for the 
team, the people, the sport, but it’s become more ofa business 
than anything else.” 

Webber’s 2002 season with Minardi helped to propel him 
to the big time, and he remains grateful to Stoddart. 

“No question aboutit,” says Webber, “it was a great way to 
start F1 in terms of getting to know the business, and getting 
to know what’s important on race weekends. It’s a small 
operation and we had hardly any testing, so it was all about 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday and learning howto cope with 
what direction you've got to go. 

“Minardi laid the basic foundations for me in the perfect 
environment. It was an ideal school. There are some clever 
guys there, but they’ve had absolutely no chance to 
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(develop, they've not been given wings. When you've got 
theirrespect, they'll do everything foryou. And Id still do 
anything for them.” 

The 2005 line-up, Patrick Friesacher and Christijan Albers, 
is stronger than the first couple ofraces have suggested. 
Both have endured a tough baptism with a worn out old 
package that had already done three seasons before its 
overnight ‘cut and shut job in Melbourne. They are itching 
to get their hands on the new car, due for Imola. Crucially, its 
engine will be identical to the one that has earned four points 
finishes out of four for Red Bull. 

“Tn Melbourne we made an old carinto a total dog by 


: Herbert's 
Sauber at Austria 
‘OB; mate 
Aooke on 


butchering it to pieces, and we’re stuck with it for 

another race,” says Stoddart. “The new caris not like 

any Minardi you've ever seen before. We know the 

engine is mega, we know the weight distribution is 

really good for us, we know that the aero package is 

really good. The issue is going to be reliability, because 

it’s not going to have had any testing. 

“Let’s be clear on this. We're only racing Jordan. 

Our targetis to beat Jordan. And I think with the 

new car, we will beat them. Maybe on a good day 
when Bridgestone are ahead of Michelin, we might get 
someone else.” 

It’s appropriate that the car will make its bow at Imola, 
just a few miles up the road from Faenza. Giancarlo Minardi 
hasn't been at the early races, but he will be present at his 
home track, his enthusiasm undimmed. 

“Tt would be unfair to lie saying that I’m happy,” he admits, 
“but this is howitis and the new bossis fully entitled to control 
everything 100 percent. As long as this sport continues giving 
me emotions and adrenaline, I will be here, even ifit is just as a 
consultant. Ifone day] realise that] am not useful anymore, | 
will immediately retire. But Minardi will always be there!” 


>» 20 YEARS OF MINARDI 


THE CARS, THE ENGINES, THE DRIVERS, AND THE ODD POINT HERE AND THERE 
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Jenson Button scored is second straight 
podium finish in the inaugural Bahrain GP 


sAUBER PeTRON As 


I'm pretty confident we'll be better in Bahrain than we were at 
Malaysia. The circuit suits our car better. At the moment we're not 
so goodin the high-speed stuff, but the Bahrain circuit should be 
better for us because it only has three really high-speed sections. 
The restis all slow and medium-speed corners. | was surprised at 
that when we raced there for the first time last year. The track 
layout makes it look faster than itis. 

We have some new parts coming for the C24, which should 
help us be stronger at tracks where aerodynamic performance is 
important. Whatever happens, we're hoping to be better than we 
were last year, when both our cars finished outside the top 10. It 
was one of our worst races all year, because we were still having 
alot of problems getting a balance with the C23 chassis. | think 
welll do better this time. There are a lot of good teams this year 
ahead of us, all of which will take the big points, so 
it's hard for us to score. But that has to be our aim. 

Leaving Bahrain with a point would be great for us. 

The track is very dusty, which always causes a 
few problems with grip and chassis set-up, but at 
least this year we know what to expect. It’s okay to 
drive —not as good as Shanghai, Spa or Suzuka, but 
not too bad. The surface is very smooth and it has a 
couple of good overtaking spots: at the last corner 
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SAUBER’S HARD-CHARGING YOUNG GUN 
GIVES THE LOW-DOWN ON THE DESERT GP 


and at the end of the main straight. But other than thatit’s quite 
tight. The corners are well designed though and the track has a 
good feel when you drive it. 


They are bound to be strong, you can be certain of that. The 
F2005 tested well and both the drivers seemed happy straight 
away. They'll still be there, fighting for the title, even ifittakes 
them arace or two to get the best out of the new car. | think 
they'll still have trouble getting on terms with Renault straight 
away though. That caris really fast. And Toyota did a fantastic 
job in Malaysia, which nobody was expecting— except the 
Toyota guys, maybe! They've taken a huge step forward. 


You know, it’s strange that McLaren haven't been 
stronger than they were in the first two races. In 
winter testing they looked to be right there with 
Renault, ifnot even faster, butin Australia and 
Malaysia they didn’t seem to quite getit together. 
It'snotas simple as saying the car isn't fast, 
because on trackit looks good and some of Kimi 
[Raikkonen’s] lap times at Sepang were really fast. 
But the car doesn’t seem to be consistent enough. 


It’s all sheikh, rattleandrolldown == 
on the grid before the race starts 


Schuey ruled in the desert in 2004 


but he won't haveit soeasythistime #7) 


Kimi Raikkonen’s race was ruined by 
an exploding McMerc 12 months ago 
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BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX STATISTICS AND RACE ODDS 


1 Michael Schumacher 1a) 1Q) 214 83 


1 
[2 Rens Barcelo era 
FOR THE first time in what feelslike 
alien, Michael Schuthacher's 
Po BNuiGhe Tor siereridortt with 
Nslavciavietor Fetnandic Alonso 

1 30 

1 

1 


7 Mark Webber Williams-BMW 4() 8 (1) 51 displacing himin top spot. 

8 Nick Heidfeld Williams-BMW 15 (1) 15 (1) 86 34 Giancarlo Fisichella still looks a 

9 Kimi Raikkonen McLaren-Mercedes NOTIME (1) DNF (1) 69 good bet, while Williams’ solid race 

] Juan Pablo Montoya McLaren-Mercedes performance from Malaysia 
suggests backing Mark Webber for a 
12 Felipe Massa Sauber-Petronas 1 B (1) 12 (1) 35 maiden podium could reap good 

14 David Coulthard Red Bull-Cosworth l 10 (1) DNF (1) 176 dividends. 

15 Christian Klien Red Bull-Cosworth 1 12 (1) 14 (1) 19 
16 Jarno Trulli Toyota 1 4 (1) Bl 
7 Ralf Schumacher Toyota 1 

18 Narain Karthikeyan Jordan-Toyota 
19 Tiago Monteiro Jordan-Toyota 
20 Christijan Albers Minardi-Cosworth 0 

21 Patrick Friesacher Minardi Cosworth 0 NA NA 
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3 (1) B() 69 
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i 
ll Jacques Villeneuve Sauber-Petronas 0 NA NA 135 
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We've yet to see the best of the 
McLarens, with either driver worth a 
punt. But for extra value keep an eye 
0 on points finish odds—Christian 
0 Klien could offer excellent value for 
athird straight points finish. 


Reckon these two get the hump 
when the Fl circus comes to town? 


SAKHIR 

57LAPS 

Circuitlength 

3.366 miles 

Race distance 

191.869 miles 

2004 winner 

M Schumacher 1h28m34.875s 
2004 fastestlap 
MSchumacher 1m30.252s 
2004 pole position 
MSchumacher1m30.139 
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>> SEVEN VITAL SECONDS AT SAKHIR ‘Autosport 


“Although turns 9 and 10 appear to be two distinct corners on the circuit map, the drivers in fact treat them as one: the sequence IN EW D ATA 
is in reality a tight hairpin with a curving entry” Pat Symonds, Renault Fl's executive director, engineering 


PHASE] 


The drivertakes the classicline through Tum 9. 
Braking actually begins on the exitafter the car 
has crossed overtothe outside of the circuit. 
The driver deliberately aims forthe outsidein 
orderto getthe bestline for Turn 10. 


PHASE 2 


=_ Formthe outside (right-hand side) ofthe 

circuit, the driverthen aims atthe left-hand 
apexofTurn 10. Inherentundersteeratlow 
speed makes the carslide outtowards the 
exitkerb, 


See ENN PHASE 


The car drifts outfrom the apex of Turn 10with 
the classicundersteer/oversteer transition, 
Wier cs: eee or ltsimportantthatthe two-stage exitkerbis 
negotiated correctly. The driver drifts onto the 
first, softer part of the kerb which gets rougher 
ifhe goestoo wide. Naturally, running toowide 
bringswith ita significantloss oftraction. 
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ome bare facts for you. So far Citroén 
has 16 points in this year’s world rally 
manufacturers’ championship; after three 
rounds last season there were 30 points in 
the bank, while at the corresponding point 
two years ago (just three rounds into 
Citroén’s first full campaign with the Xsara 
WRC) it had already bagged 39. Something 

appears to be amiss with what had been the World Rally 

Championship’s most consistent of consistent teams. 

There have been more worried faces among the chevroned 
ones than ever before. Even from Sébastien Loeb. The reigning 
world champion seems to have made more errors on the first 
three rallies of 2005 — actually, make that rounds two and three, 
Loeb doesn’t do mistakes on the Monte Carlo - than he did all 
last season. Is he over-driving? Is he working the car harder? Is 
he feeling pressure from his rivals? Is he... whatis he? 

Agitated... no, make that perturbed. He’s picking at the 
seal around the door ofhis Xsara WRC, thinking. Thinking. 

“Ofcourse, it’s not so good,” comes the answer. Worth 
waiting for? Hardly. Let’s dig deeper. What about when his 
engine went pop in Sweden? Orthe damaged motor which 
needed changing before the start of Mexico earlier this month. 

Loeb continues, with a little encouragement: “We know 
now the engine works very well over one round, but the head 
gasket was not something which liked doing two rallies. The 
team has fixed it now. It, er, it shouldn’t happen again.” 

In Mexico he complained that the rally didn’t like him. If 
that was the case, then next month’s Rally New Zealand isn’t 
about to hold out an olive branch for the 31-year-old. He’s 
been to Auckland twice, finished fourth on each occasion, but 
rarely has he looked so bemused by the Xsara’s handling. 

“We need something on the car for New Zealand,” says 
Loeb, his voice trailing away at the thought of hustling the 
Citroén along Whaanga Coast. “We need some sort of 
evolution if we are going to get close to Petter [Solberg].” 

Itis both folly and deeply unfair to judge Citroén so early in 
2005, even more so to trouble Loeb with these issues. He kept 
his part of the bargain by racking up a hat-trick of wins in 
Monte Carlo and fighting back to clinch fourth in Mexico. The 
Frenchman has managed 15 of the team’s 16 points. The other 
came from new team-mate Francois Duval’s 12th place in 
Sweden. However, it’s fair to say the Versailles team hasn’t been 
struggling to stem the flow of points from the 24-year-old. He 
crashed in Monte Carlo, dropped five minutes changing a 
wheel in Sweden and retired with an engine fault in Mexico. 

It's the Francois factor’ which the Belgian’s former boss, 
Ford’s Malcolm Wilson, sees as the early-season problem. 

“There’s no crisis for Citroén,” says Wilson. “But what they 
have lostis their consistent second points-scorer. They don’t 
have the same strength as when Carlos [Sainz] was with 
Sébastien. There is no doubt in my mind that Sébastien is the 
fastest driverin the championship, but you need an anchor 
man to get points ifLoeb has problems. Francois has had 
problems, but would say they've all been self-inflicted. 
When he was with us lastyear, Francois was convinced he 
could beat Sébastien, but he hasn’t done much of that so far.” 

Put those points to Duval and, as you would expect, he 
goes on the defensive. 

“Mexico was not my fault,” he says. “It was not the fault of 
Citroén, either. The problem was with something inside the 
radiator which had happened in the construction of the part. 
Okay, Monte Carlo was not good, it wasn’t the way] wanted to 
start with Citroén, but it happens. Sure, it has been a hard start 
forme, butit’s also been difficult for Sébastien and Citroén.” 

It’s worth remembering Duval turned down a four-year 
contract with Ford for 12 months in the Xsara knowing that 
Citroén is bidding the WRC au revoir thisyear.Regrets? 
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5 AT CITROE 


. withouta fight. By DAVID EVANS 


GRAPHIC: ALAN ELDRIDGE 


Left: Loeb shows 
the difference in 
points between 
2004 and 

this season 


Right: Duval didn't 
get his Citroén 
career off to the 
best of starts, 
crashing heavily 
in Monte Carlo 


GI Notas faras he’s concerned. “‘I'mstill young,” he says. 
“Tve got time. Iam happy as] test the Citroén more and more. 
This team and the Xsara is very interesting forme.” 

He certainly does test more and more. Duval was in Spain 
the week before last, Sardinia last week and Britain this week. 
Citroén has always been among the WRC’s most fervent 
testers, but even for them this is a busy period. 

Part of the problem is that the team is being forced to play 
catch-up. The Xsara WRC was a well-fettled machine 12 
months ago. With that in mind - and its future appearing 
certain in the sport — Citroén tumed its attentions to the C4 
WRC, the replacement for the Xsara which was due to break 
cover at the end of this season. The team tookits eye off the 
ballin a calculated decision to accept alittle short-term pain 
in return for the perceived long-term gain. 

Ever since the PSA Group announced that both Peugeot 
and Citroén would be out of the WRC at the end of this year, 
Citroén has been doing its damnedest to get the ship backon 
an even keel. Despite difficult times, the kind of inspiration 
that made the team greatis still there. 

Mexico was, is and always will be tough on brakes. Every 
car struggled with cooked pads and boiled fluid, except the 
Xsara; Citroén is the only team that homologated water- 
cooled brakes. On top of that, the French firm fitted fans inside 
the rear bumper to blowmore cool air on to the rear discs. 

It's nothing more than a coincidence that one of the most 
technically adept teams in the WRC has slipped from grace 
at the same time as technical director Jean-Claude Vaucard — 
aman Loeb’s co-driver Daniel Elena calls “the big legend” - 
retired. For Vaucard, the workis done. The Xsara’s four 
world titles in two years are testament to the man’s ability. 
And his legacy will make Citroén even more determined to 
turn the situation around. 

Rightnow, all eyes are fixed on the other side of the world. 
Will New Zealand be Citroén’s nemesis, or the turning point? 
The last word has to go to team principal Guy Fréquelin. 

“As you know, I am never confident before a rally,” he says. 
“And this is the same for New Zealand. Everybody in the team 
has worked very hard. We will gett right.” 

It's impossible to ignore Fréquelin when he makes these 
kind of statements. When Citroén is not winning, he feels the 
loss more keenly than anybody. Getting his team out ofits 
current fifth place in the manufacturers’ standings transcends 
everything for him. If this blip defines the team’s season, 
expect it to go down fighting. cae 
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Just 10 rallies ago Citroén was scoring top marks in the world championship, but the last 
few rounds have seen a drop in form forthe Versailles-based team, especially in Sweden 
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INTERVIEW The pain of his final days in F1 behind him, Alain 
Prostis venturing back onto arace track. By CHARLES BRADLEY 


lain Prost has learned to take life as it 
comes. Not a bad plan, considering 
his early career goals were to play 
professional football or workin his 
father’s furniture business. Instead, 
he had to settle for becoming 
arguably the greatest driver of 
a stellar generation. Four world 
championships, 51 race wins and 199 grand prix starts later, 
jeez, how the worlds of football and furniture missed out... 

But the Prost story wasn't all plain sailing, of course. 
Stung by the collapse ofhis grand prix team at the end of 
2002, Le Professeur recoiled from Formula 1. Once its 
favourite son, he had morphed into its black sheep and 
was unceremoniously cast out from the flock. 

His motorsport therapy has been ice racing in the past 
couple ofyears, breathing in its hugely relaxed, oh-so- 
French atmosphere. The camaraderie among teams and 
drivers was there; so too were the mountains that he loves to 
conquer on his push-bike. Most importantly, the pressure 
had gone and he could take pleasure in the sport again. 
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“Tm enjoying it alot,” he says. “It’s funny because a few 
years ago I really did not think about getting back behind 
the steering wheel. And now, although I won't do anything 
stupid, I’m enjoying it — like with the ice racing. The races are 
very short, and it’s different to anything I’ve done before, so 
it’s quite nice and suits me. 

“Tam taking motorracing, like my life, as it comes. Iffm 
spending my time among friends and nice people, then 
that’s okay. Otherwise, I’m not interested. I don’t want 
things to get too serious.” 

Ice racing is all very well, but asphalt was the surface on 
which Prost was born to race. After a couple of GT tests last 
year, including arun in the Maserati MC12 supercar, he has 
decided to make some star appearances in the French GT 
Championship in a ChryslerViper. And to make it even 
more mouth-watering, his partners will be Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille - the first man to win an F1 race in a turbo- 
powered car - and laterin the season his son, Nicolas. 

“Tt was the idea ofa friend of mine [Luc Marchetti] who is 
managing the project,” says Prost. “I tested a Viper with my 
son in Dijon last year, and Luc asked me if] wanted to do 


Main: Prost will 
be joined by old 
pal Jabouille 
(right) in selected 
rounds of this 
year’s French GT 
Championship 


three or fourraces with the Exagon Racing team. My sonis 
racing in the same package in Formula Renault, soI said, 
‘Whynot?’I can do some races and spend time with my son, 
watching him race too. 

“Everything has come togethervery late, but we're doing 
this for fun. I like the car; it’s very heavy, not like a single- 
seater at all, but it has a good engine, with lots of power and 
torque, and it’s good to drive. I will see if] enjoy racing it.” 

Prost’s plans are fluid at the moment, a lot perhaps 
depending on howhis role as a consultant to the Grand Prix 
World Championship (GPWC) develops, but so far his 
programme will include races at Nogaro and Ledenon at 
the start of the season and the final two rounds at Le Mans 
and Magny-Cours. 

“The initial idea was to race with Nicolas, and that is 
what! will do in one or maybe both of the last two races,” 
Prost explains. “He wants to concentrate on French and 
European Formula Renault, so he cannot do that and drive 
in GTs with me, but we'll see howit goes. 

“We are late with the car, we are not going to bein good 
shape, especially for the first race, so we're not expecting to 
win or anything. I’m 50 [years old] this year and I didn’t want 
acelebration but instead I wanted to go back to the classic 
French circuits to meet the people and have anice time.” 

He can also share some good times with his old pal 
Jabouille. Their F1 careers only just crossed over, before 
Jean-Pierre bowed out due to a serious leg injury in 1981, 
but they have been thrown together in highly unusual 
circumstances. Could it really be that Jabouille got the 
nod because he’s a sexagenarian and his age will negate 
a20-second pitstop penalty? 

“Yes, it’s true!” laughs Prost. “The team had to explain 
the regulations to me, and because he’s over 60 itis an 
advantage for us, so that’s why he will drive. It’s funny, 
but he’s a good friend of mine, so [look forward to racing 
with him a lot.” 

Jabouille, who is used to sharing a car with a world 
champion after partnering Keke Rosberg in Peugeot 
sportscars in 1990, also finds the situation amusing, and 
quips: “Our problem is that we have anew team witha 


new car butvery old drivers!” 

Joking aside, Prost is also planning a return to single- 
seaters after accepting an offer to contest the inaugural 
Grand Prix Masters race at Kyalami later this year, the 
precursor to the series first full season in 2006. 

“I should be there in the first race, because it isin 
November, and then I will see howit goes,” he says. “It 
depends a lot on what I am doing next year, in terms of my 
calendar. I thinkit’s a good idea. People like the nostalgia 
of old drivers, as long as itis done in the right way.” 

But what about F1? Now that wounds have healed, can 
he continue to stay away? 

“You never knowin life,” he shrugs. “My mind is always 
open, but I can’t talk about that at the moment because of 
myrole with the GPWC. Ihave to stay in the background.” 

Prost appears on the verge of elaborating (he is believed 
to be working on the definition of the GPWC regulations, 
both technical and sporting, and which circuits it should 
use) but stops himself and apologises that he can’t say more. 

That’s okay, Alain. You've got to take life as it comes, 
after all. 
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Above: The chance 
to race with son 
Nicolas tempted 
Prost back onto 
the race track 


Below: Prost and 
Jabouille were 
back inaction at 
Magny-Cours last 
weelcin the Viper 
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>> ACES HIGI 
HOW PROST AND JABOUILLE 
HAVE EACH MADE THEIR MARK 


Jabouille becomes the first 
man to winagrand prixina 
turbo-powered car in his Renault 


© 1981 


Dijon two years later, and Prost 
wins the first of his 51 grand 
prix victories, also with Renault 


>) 1986 


After amega battle, Prost lands 
his second F1 world title. Two 
more would follow 


© 1990 


Jabouille shares Peugeot 
sportscar with Rosberg and 
forges strong link with brand 


With Jabouille now at Peugeot 
Sport's helm, Prost tests its 
engines as part of his 
consultancy role with McLaren 
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Main: Thompson 
and Priaulx have 
British and 
European titles 
respectively; now 
they're chasing 
the world crown 


Below: Plato will 
strengthen the 
British contingent 
at three WTCC 
rounds ina SEAT 
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WTCC SEASON PREVIEW 


THEBRITS 


Wi Being world championis every young racing driver's dream. How 
does it feel to get the chance to shoot for that title in touring cars? 
Andy Priaulx: Coming up through the ranks in single-seaters, 
Formula 1 is what you dream of. That dream didn’t happen, so 
it’s great to get the chance in tin-tops. 

James Thompson: ! wanted to be World Rally Champion, 
because my family background in motorsportis in rallying. 
Now] ama touring car driver] want to race at the highest 
possible level in that discipline. I did that in the British Touring 
Car Championship in the 90s, but right now this series is the 
best. The world title merely adds to that. 


Wi And racing on some great circuits in exotic locations? 

AP: I drove into Monza the other day and was bowled over by 
the place, even though I must have been there a dozen times. 
Ithas an atmosphere all ofits own and it’s an amazing track. 
Howmany circuits are there in Britain where you need to get 
aslipstream to have a good lap time? 

JT:Ilook atit from an Air Miles point of view. With all those 
flights ’'m going to have a great holiday at the end of the year. 


Bi Doyouagree itis more ofa challenge, James? 

JT: After winning the BTCC two years out of three I needed 

to do something else. I'd challenged myselflong enough 

in Britain. 

AP: And it’s great that two Brits have got the chance to win 
races at this level, because a fewyears ago that wouldn’t have 
happened unless yourname ended in an’. 


BB James, do you have regrets that you never won the BTCC during 
the Super Touring era? 

JT:It frustrates me. So many times I was tipped to win the title 
before the start of the season. I always won a lot ofraces, but 
quite often I underachieved as far as the championship went. 


i Doyouthink racing ona world stage help bring yournamesto 
awider audience? 

JT: All want from my careerin terms of accolades is to be able 
to walkinto a room ofracing people and for them to think, ‘He 
can pedal a bit’. ’'m notinterested in fame, although it would 
be nice to have some good television. That’s one of the down 
sides of leaving the BICC. It has a fantastic live package at 
the moment. 

AP: It would be great if we had terrestrial TV. It would be a great 
show because there would be a tremendous focus on 

the Brits -Thommo, Robert Huffand myself-in among a sea 
of international superstars. 


GOING FOR A TRIPLE WHAMMY 


JASON PLATO is another British 
driverwith the possibility of winning 
races inthe newWorld Touring Car 
Championship. Fewwould bet 
against Priaulxand Thompson 
scoring victories, though the 
odds on the SEAT BTCC driver 
makingitinto the winner's circle 
are much longer. 

That's to take nothing away 
from Plato’s undoubted talents, 


orthe ever-improving SEAT 
Toledo Cupra. Rather, it’sthat 

the 37-year-old will be contesting 
onlythree WICC rounds in afourth 
works-run car. The Britonis being 
broughtin forSilverstone, Imola and 
Spa, the races that don’t clash with 
his domestic campaign, not only to 
bolsterthe Spanish points-scoring 
chances butalso tofurtherspeed 

up development of the Toledo. 


SEEKINGWORLD 
DOMINATION 


James Thompson and Andy Priaulx on their WTCC hopes. By GARY WATKINS 


Mi Cananyonewinthe WICC this year? 

JT: It’s honours even between the top three manufacturers — 
BMW, Alfa Romeo and SEAT - at the moment. It may sound 
corny, but it really is too close to call. 

AP:I reckon there are 10 drivers who could win it. 


Hi The newsystem of success ballast links weight carried toa 
driver's points total, so you will all be carrying more lead than 

ever at the end of the year. Howis this going to affect the 
championship battle? 

AP:Itis going to be horrible. We are going to be fighting for 
seventh, eighth or worse, looking like has-beens. To be 
successful you are going to require a lot of grit and 
determination and forget about your ego. 

JT: We'd all like to start from pole and make the race look dull, 
but that’s not what created the WTCC. This will make for some 
great racing, just like success ballast and reverse grids did in 
the BTCC. The racing in Britain over the past couple of years 
have been the best ever, and that includes the mid-’90s heyday. 


Wi How doyou rate your own chances going into the season? 

AP:I haven't been particularly impressive in pre-season 
testing, though sometimes I tend to lookat things negatively. 
JT:But mate, form is temporary, class is permanent. 

AP: Like last year, my championship will be about making sure 
I win races when my caris really good, relying on the reverse 
grid a bit and then seeing where I am at the end of the year. 
JT:Lain’t here to make up the numbers orto finish second but 
Ihave to be realistic about the timescale. 


Any predictions for where you will finish in the championship? 
JT: wouldn’t be foolish enough to try. I don’t think we can even 
start guessing until two-thirds of the way through the season. 
AP: Just like last year, I've got no idea. 


i You're onthe world stage, but do you feel it necessary to bring 
alittle bit of Britain to the races with you? 

AP:I bring my motorhome to most of the races and my family 
comes along, which helps relaxme. 

JT: have to bring my own teabags, because my lot seem to 
exist on caffeine and nicotine. Ihave a supply of Yorkshire Tea 
and Marmite. 


BB What do the Italians make of Marmite? 
JT: They definitely hate it. 


@WTCC teams and drivers rated, p54 


“Thisis good for SEAT inthe 
BICC and good for SEAT in the 
WICC,” he says. “Iwill be goodto 
bringa bit more brain power to the 
development of the car. I’m sure 


switch of programmes for that. 
Plato won’t be drawn on that 
one. “| willrace wherever SEAT 
wants me to race,” he says. “I’dlove 
toraceinthe WICC. There are alot 


that’swhat SEAT isthinking,” of recognised touring car drivers 
Plato insists that he is going outthere who | would love to beat. 
into hisWTCC events with the “Onthe otherhand|love racing 


aim ofwinning, thoughitis more 
likely thatheis going to have to 
wait until amuch-rumoured 


in Britain. My dream would be to do 
both. |wantto be like a NASCAR 
driverand race every weekend.” 


GRIFFITHS/LAT 
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WTCC SEASON PREVIEW 


DID BMW have an edge over arch-rivals Alfa Romeo last year onthe 
way to drivers’ and manufacturers’ titles? Sometimes you'd have 
thought so, on others that the red cars appeared to have the edge. 
Pre-season testing suggests little has changed: the Bimmers pip 

the red cars one week and then get blown away the next. Howmuch 
development has gone into the six-cylinder 320i forits final season 
isn’t clear. Some quarters of the BMW camp say not enough, 
especially with new brake regs favouring its front-wheel-drive rivals. 


, * nl ANDY 


! ¢ BMWTEAMUK 
| a) 2 (Racing Bart Mampaey) 


Priauly’s rise and rise as a touring car driver made him European champ last 
year. He'll probably have to improve again to land the worldtitle, though. 
Remember, thisis still only his fourth season of tin-tops. The task keeps 
getting tougher, but don’t bet against the Brit. 


E JORG (D) 
» BMW TEAMGERMANY 
(Schnitzer) 


Bigyear fora driverwho lost out to his team-mate in the battle ofthe 
Millers at Schnitzer in 2004. Jorg took longerto adjust to Super 2000 
competition than his team-mate, came on strongin’03 and then lost his 
way last year. Expect a resurgence in’05. 


Alfa Romeo remains the benchmark team as the European Touring 
Car Championship transforms into the World Touring Car 
Championship for the new season. While BMW still hasits bogey 
circuits, you’d never bet against a win by one of the Italian cars. 
What’s more, there’s now four of them at every round: the 
Autodelta team of Tarquini, Giovanardi and Farfus has bolstered its 
challenge with the world class talents of double British champion 


GABRIELE () 
ALFAROMEORACINGTEAM 
(Autodelta) 


With alittle less misfortune, Tarquini could be heading into the WTCCas a 
two-time ETCC champion. The 2003 title winner may be 43 this year, but 
there is no reason to suggest that he is at anything other than the peak of 
his powers. A potential champion. 


JAMES (GB) 
8h ALFAROMEORACINGTEAM 
(Autodelta) 


Thompson arrives in the WICC not only as reigning British champion, but 
also as arace winnerin the ETCC. That means he not only has the speed but 
also the experience to make animmediate impactin his first season away 
from Britain. A potential champion? Why not? 


Apodium inits first year, a win inits second, what pricea 
championship for SEAT in its third season up against BMW and Alfa? 
Onthe basis of pre-season testing, the Toledo Cupra R finally looks 
like a carthat can challenge for victory week in week out through 
the summer, even ifits engine still lacks grunt. The Spanish 
marque’s drivers are definitely going to finish with a bagful of wins 
come November, buta genuine shot at the championship could be 
thwarted by marketing considerations. A mid-season change of car, 
tothe new Leon hatch, will surely interrupt any title push. 


5] RICKARD 


Ss 


>? SEAT SPORT 


- 


No onewas surprised when Rydell took SEAT’s maiden victory at this level 
lastyear. The former British Touring Car Champion may have made a slow 
startto 2005, but he quickly gotthe better of his team-mates to become 
the man to watch at the Spanish manufacturer. A dark horse forthe title. 
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te Voi (D) 
BMW TEAMGERMANY 


§ SS. (Schnitzer) 


Howthe younger of the unrelated Millers lost last year’s European Touring 
Car Championship crown remains a mystery. That disastrous finale in Dubai 
will always take the shine offa strong season during which he led the 

Schnitzerteam’s challenge. Needs to bounce back with an early win or two. 


SS ALESSANDROZANARDI (I) _ 
=) BMWTEAMITALY SPAIN 
a (Ravaglia Motorsport) 


The former Champ Car superstar didn’t return to the cockpit to endure the 
kind of disappointment that blighted his 2004 season. Revisions to both 
the electronics that allow him to drive a racing car and his prosthetic right 
leg, which he uses to brake, promise to move him up the grid. 


= ©, ANTONIO (6) 
ye 3 BMWTEAMITALY SPAIN 
Ae (Ravaglia Motorsport) 
The Spaniard appeared on the verge of afirst touring car win by the end of 
2003, yet never came close last year. Sure, Ravaglia didn’t have the best of 


seasons, but Garcia’s head also dropped. If driver and team hitform atthe 
same time, they must surely be winners. 


James Thompson. The Englishman joins the potent line-up full- 
time after sporadic—and successful—outings in 2004. 

The Alfa 156 2000 clearly retains its straight-line speed 
advantage on the evidence of pre-season testing and, even worse 
news for the opposition, all that testing was done with updated 
2004 cars and not the definite WICC challenger. When the 2005 
racer breaks cover, the rest of the grid will have to look out. 


FABRIZIO I 
3) ALFAROMEORACINGTEAM 
§ is (Autodelta) 


The multiple touring car champion certainly looked happier back in the 
Alfa camp after a disastrous year with BMWin 2003, buthe didn’t return 
the same driverwho left. Needs to get the better of both Tarquini and 

Thompson this year ifhe is to maintain his as reputation a tin-top great. 


AUGUSTO (BR) 
Jy ALFAROMEORACINGTEAM 
eee/y (Autodelta) 


This talented Brazilian never gota fair crack of the whip in his maiden year of 
tin-tops in 2004. Frequently asked to act as rear gunner for his team-mates, 
he seldom gotthe chance to shine. If politics allow, he has the pace, ifnot 
the experience, to mount a championship challenge. 


Gené proved he was much more than a token Spaniard in SEAT’s line-up 
last year after a disappointing debut season with the marque in 2003. 
Briefly looked like becoming unofficial team leader, only for Rydell to get 
his actin gear. It’s difficultto see him getting back on terms. 


> «| PETER (D) 
=" SEATSPORT 


. 


Ee 


The giant jump from the one-make Volkswagen Lupo series in Germany 
to the DTM proved too much for Terting. Aftera rebuilding year in SEAT’s 
tin-top cup, he’s backin the international arena and testing suggests he 
is going to be aworthy addition to the SEAT Sport line-up. 


WTC 


Who's driving for wh 


Ford’s decision to sign up was the final piece in the jigsawin the 
recreation of the WICC, yetits commitmentto the seriesis well 
belowthe other players and its Focus Super 2000 racers look likely 


7 THOMAS D 
FORD 


How do youassess the talents of this 38-year old, a graduate ofthe German 
one-make scene. Sure, he’s been winning in German Super Production 
circles since the late 1990s and won the title in 2002, butthe WICCis 
another league altogether. Buthe is familiar with Hotfiel and the Focus. 


One of the most famous names in motor racing in union with one of 
the best teams in touring cars sounds like a story book marriage. 
Yet the world shouldn’t expecta fairy tale beginning to the new 
relationship —the WICC is too competitive for that. Pre-season 
testing suggests RML’s Lacettis are not even inthe ballpark, so 
modest results are to be expected early on. Expect the Chevysto 
work their way towards the front through the season, RML’s 
expertise and the biggest budget in the championship should see 
to that. An end-of-season victory would still be a surprise, though. 


ROBERT HUFF (GB) 
CHEVROLET 


He may have been a racewinnerin last year’s BTCC butit remains difficult 
to assess a driverwho is entering only his second season as a touring car 
professional. If confidence and application have anything to do with it, Huff 
will be asuccess at Chevrolet. Has a chance to build along-term future. 
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James Pickford — from Cupra AurocRa 
king to budding BTCC star 


Three race wins, nine podiums, six fastest laps, six poles and finishing 11 out 
of the 12 rounds in the top four ensured James was a worthy 2004 SEAT Cupra 
Champion. In a very closely fought series, the 25-year old Macclesfield driver 
always looked in complete control of his destiny. Today James looks every 

bit a works Touring Car driver. Racing is what he does best, and he 
considers the BTCC his spiritual home. He may not make his BTCC 
debut until April 10, but he’s been preparing for that opening race 
for most of his life. Even when he didn’t compete in 2002, he 
never lost faith that one day he’d be a professional racing 

driver. Cool, focused and more determined than a dog with a 
t-bone steak, there is little doubt James will do well in 2005. 


— raring to 
go in SEAT’s 
three-pronged 
attack 


Even though he began what looked like a 
textbook career path to Formula 1, Luke always 
wanted to race Touring Cars. The Zip Young Guns 
graduate became British Junior Yamaha Champion 

in 1995 and then raced karts all over the world 

before swapping to single-seaters and winning the 
Southern Formula Ford title in 2002. A Touring Car test 
at the end of that year saw Luke’s tin-top career move 
up a gear, and in 2003 he became BTCC Production Class 
Champion at his first attempt. In 2004 he won two BTCC 
races outright with VX Racing, and believes the SEAT Toledo 
Cupra suits his driving style. “I want to try and help SEAT win the 
Manufacturers’ title and hopefully score loads more race wins 
myself,” says the 22-year old Essex driver. Enough said. 


seat.co.uk 


Jason Plato - the champ 
wants his crown back 


SEAT Sport UK’s aim in 2005 is to challenge for the Manufacturers’ 
title in the British Touring Car Championship, and Jason will play a 
crucial role in the team’s ambitious plans. It’s only SEAT’s second 
season in top flight British Touring Cars, but the 2001 Champion 
is quietly confident. After all, in his first season with SEAT last 
year, Jason won seven races (two more than any other driver), 
stood on the podium 13 times and finished 3rd in the Drivers’ 
Championship — with only the two previous BTC Champions, 
James Thompson and Yvan Muller, ahead of him. The 37-year 

old Oxford driver also led more race laps than Thompson and 
Muller put together, ensuring SEAT Sport UK’s runners-up 

spot in the Teams’ Cup at its first attempt. 
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SO MUCH 
MORE THAN 
JUST MUSCLE... 


You never win by just going fast. SEAT’s 
British Touring Car stars Jason Plato, James 
Pickford and Luke Hines know that. 

To make every driver a winner on the 
road you need the whole performance 
package of advanced drive technology, 
active safety systems, pin-point handling 
and extreme stability under pressure. 

The SEAT Leon Cupra R is SEAT’s high 
performance model and has all those 
features. Standard in the Cupra R is the 
DSR system (Dynamic Steering Response) 
and is at the heart of SEAT’s sport driving 
philosophy. 

It turns the steering, brakes, 
transmission and chassis into a single, 
responsive unit that transforms your every 
intention into instant, precise control. It’s 
the race experience you can drive to work. 

SEAT’s Traction Control System (TCS) lets 
you convert every bit of horsepower into 
maximum motion. With engines of the 
Leon’s power, technology like TCS comes 
in to stop the wheels spinning and wasting 
power when you put your foot down. 

ESP (Electronic Stability Programme) 
comes in when you’re giving it a little more 
through the curves or when the conditions 
become more challenging. It monitors 
information from the steering wheel, tyres, 
brakes and accelerator and makes any 
adjustments necessary to make sure you 
always hug a perfect line. It provides a 
safer, smoother and controlled drive. 

Selective Pump Technology turns every 
drop of fuel into pure horsepower and is 
standard kit on SEAT TDI diesel engines. It 
uses electronically controlled pumps on 
each cylinder to balance the injection, 
improve power, optimise fuel 
consumption and provide silky smooth 
running of the engine. 

The Leon offers the cream of the road- 
eating crop in high-performance engines, 
with petrol models up to the mighty 
225bhp Cupra R and a range of diesels 
that provide enough response, 
acceleration and sheer guts to leave them 
all gasping at the lights. 

There’s a Leon to match every pocket and 
preferences and if you’re buying a new 
Leon Cupra R you can take advantage of 
SEAT’s exciting Motorsport package. 

To find out read about this exciting deal 
read on in this collectors’ programme or 
visit our website at 


Luke Hines is a 22-year-old with spiky hair and 
many talents, but if it wasn’t his determination 
and willpower he could be considered lucky to be 
alive. 

At the age of two he was diagnosed with severe 
glue ear and was only saved from brain damage by 
emergency surgery to remove two pints of fluid. 

Then as a six-year-old a sit-on mower accident 
resulted in his lower left leg being nearly 
completely severed. Luke lost two and a half litres 
of blood and almost died on his way to hospital. 
Amputation looked the only option, but the leg 
was Saved — just. After 16 operations and several 
months in hospital Luke returned home. 

By 1992 Luke’s left leg was almost as strong as 
his right leg and he had his first kart race at 
Buckmore Park. He won his first race aged nine 
and a glittering motorsport career looked assured 
— but healthwise Luke wasn’t out of the woods. At 
12, he was diagnosed with Myalgic Encephalitis 
(ME). More specialist treatment cured his illness. 

Yet despite all his misfortune, Luke still 
considers himself lucky. His step-sister Kelly died 
of cancer when she was 13 years old and his 
father has overcome stomach cancer. Life has 
already taught him to enjoy each day. 

Luke became part of his father’s Zip Young Guns 
Racing Team and finished runner-up in the Cadet 
Kart Championship in 1994 before winning the 
British Junior Yamaha Championship a year later. 
Luke also won the Yamaha Super Prix. 


At the FIA European Junior Championship Luke 
and a Spanish youngster called Fernando Alonso 
became the pace-setters. In the final, Alonso 
qualified on pole with Luke alongside in second. 
Alonso’s engine blew in the race and Luke was 
forced off the track, yet he raced back to finish 
second in a Top Kart factory machine. Luke went 
to the FIA World Junior Championships in Italy. 
where he finished fourth in the final. 

In 1998 he won the CIK European Championship 
event at Imola and after another great year 
finished sixth in the FIA European Championship. 
Luke moved to single-seaters in 2003 and 
dominated the Southern Formula Ford Champion 
with 10 race wins, 10 poles and 10 fastest laps. 

Luke was invited to test a GA Motorsport Alfa 
Romeo Touring Car at the end of 2002 and in 
2003 Luke made his British Touring Car 
Championship debut, driving a Production Class 
Honda Civic R. In his first season Luke became 
Champion with 18 straight podium results. 

He was approached by VX Racing to drivea 
works Astra Coupe in the 2004 BTCC. His team- 
mates were James Thompson and Yvan Muller — 
childhood heroes — and twice during the season 
he beat them winning two Touring Car races in his 
first season racing in the BTCC. 

This season Luke has signed for SEAT. The 
team’s culture fits in well with his own val 
“Pm really happy at SEAT,” Luke says. “Eve 
is easy to get along with. They are like 


family. Everyone is very close and very passionate 
about their racing. 

“What | also appreciate is that the team has 
taken a lot of pressure off me so | can relax and 
get on with the job.” 

Luke expects this season to be a hard-fought 
contest between SEAT and his former team at VX 
Racing. “Oh, definitely,” he says. “It’s going to be 
a dog-fight between us.” 

With the first race only days away Luke has 
spent recent weeks testing. “It’s been going really 
well, which is important,” he says. “It has given 
me time to get used to the car and find the right 
set-up. 

“Jason, James and | were all within a tenth ofa 
second of each other, which is very encouraging. 
In fact, our set-ups are all quite similar, which 
helps the team.” 

The SEAT team is a mixture of experience and 
youth. Former BTC champion Jason Plato is the 
team leader and has become a bit of a mentor for 
Luke. “Jason has helped me a lot,” he explains. 
“He is very good with set-up and he’s willing to 


_ try things.” 


In the end it all comes down to results on the 


track and with an enthusiastic, level-headed 


|in Luke Hines, SEAT has an 

‘pass its efforts of 2004. 

g year and my aim 

cturers’ title and to 
, ” 
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DONINGTON 
TIMETABLE 


Saturday, April 9 


10.35-10.55 Formula Renault UK qualifying 
11.10 -11.30 Formula BMW UK qualifying 
11.45-12.05 ELF Renault Clio Cup qualifying 


14.00-14.20 Porsche Carrera Cup qualifying 
15.10-15.30 Formula Renault UK qualifying 


16.30-16.50 Formula BMW UK qualifying 


17.00 ELF Renault Clio Cup race - 
16 laps 
Sunday, April 10 


09.10 Porsche Carrera Cup race — 15 laps 
09.50 Race Formula Renault UK race — 

16 laps 
10.30 Formula BMW UK race - 15 laps 


14.25 ELF Renault Clio Cup race -14 laps 
15.05 Porsche Carrera Cup race - 15 laps 
15.45 Formula Renault UK race - 16 laps 


17.20 Formula BMW UK race - 15 laps 
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After two great seasons produced two great 
champions in Rob Huff and James Pickford, 
there is an exciting new look to the SEAT Cupra 
Championship in 2005. 

The series has been expanded to 18 rounds, 
all the races will be on the TOCA Support card 
and individual teams will run the turbocharged 
Leon Cupra Rs to a new set of sporting and 
technical regulations. 

The series will be faster and more competitive 
than ever before, which is really something to 
look forward to. 

One of the drivers likely to feature 
prominently in 2005 is Tom Boardman. Tom 
finished third overall to Pickford last 


season after a nail-biting finale at Donington 
Park. Tom had a fine season, recording three 
race wins — the last of which kept his chances of 
winning the 2004 title alive going into the final 
race. His choice of using wet racing tyres rather 
than slicks cost him dear, however, dropping 
him to the back of the pack. Tom and his Triple R 
team will be as determined as the other 
competitors to win the championship this year. 

Former BTCC Independents’ Cup star Carl 
Breeze will be one of Boardman’s chief rivals, 
contesting this year’s series with Barwell 
Motorsport, having switched to tin-tops after 
winning the Formula Renault UK Championship 
in 2001. Carl will be joined at Barwell by Alan 


Blencowe. Alan had two class wins in the Britcar 
Endurance series last year, having raced in the 
BTC Production class for two seasons, finishing 
runner-up in 2003 to SEAT BTCC star Luke Hines. 

Former Vectra and Vento Racing Champion 
Dave Pinkey has swapped his Porsche Carrera 
Cup car for a front-wheel-drive Leon Cupra R 
with Motorbase Performance and will be sure to 
be one of the stars of the series. 

Brothers Adrian and fan Churchill are certain 
to be racing wheel-to-wheel for family-run 
Churchill Motorsport having both won the Super 
Coupe Cup and the Rover Turbo Championship. 

Scotsman Jonathan Young will be aiming to 
equal his feat of breaking the lap record at 
every track he raced at in the European 
Super Touring Challenge in his SRE Motorsport- 
run SEAT. 

Surrey-based Mike Doble comes from racing 
V6-powered cars in the VSR series to drive for 
his own Doble Motorsport team, while 
19-year-old Harry Vaulkhard, racing for JS 
Motorsport — who includes ‘roof jumping’ as 
one of his favourite pastimes — joins the fray in 
the Cupra Championship from a background 
in motocross. 

Mark Cole, who will drive for Team Parker 
Racing, raced against F1 star David Coulthard 
back in 1989 in Formula Ford before competing 
in many different saloon car series culminating 
in him becoming Porsche Carrera Cup Champion 
in 2003. 

Chris Eggington scored four wins and seven 
poles in the Porsche Club Championship last 
year and races for Team GVR in the SEAT Cupra 
Championship. 

Mat Jackson teams up with double British 
Touring Car Champion Chris Hodgetts and 
SpeedEquipe Motorsport. It will be the 23-year- 
old Rockingham circuit driving instructor’s first 
full season since finishing fourth in the BTC 
Production Cup class in 2001. 


BE PART OF THE ACTION IN 
A SEAT LEON CUPRAR 


It’s well worth buying SEAT Leon Cupra R. We 
take it as read that all new owners will be more 
than satisfied with the high-performance driving 
experience but if you take delivery of a new 
Cupra R before June 30, 2005 you will qualify for 
SEAT’s fantastic motorsport package. 

New owners receive two SEAT Sport race 
jackets they can wear at an exclusive SEAT track 
day and a VIP day at the British Touring Car 
Championship as a guest of SEAT UK. 

SEAPs track days at Prodrive live! near 
Kenilworth in Warwickshire have been 
specifically designed to test your driving skills, 
as well as learning new ones and — most 
importantly of all - having a day that will live 
long in the memory. 

SEAT provides the cars and expert driving 
instructors, with each session lasting for about 
three hours and including lunch. 

Drivers participate in auto tests, car control 
tests, ABS tests and circuit driving skills. Not 
only that but one of SEAT’s experienced racing 
drivers will take you ona high-speed passenger 
ride round the circuit. 

For all those who have never experienced this 
before it is highly recommended and an 
experience not to be missed. 


SEAT TRACK DAYS 
April 1, May 6, June 10, July 1, August 19, 
September 23 


Having experienced first-hand what it’s like to 
drive around a circuit ina Cupra R, come and 
see how the experts do it in the BTCC as a guest 
of SEAT. 

SEAT Sport UK finished its first season in the 
BTCC as runner-up in the teams’ championship 
and won nine races and had 20 podium finishes in 
the 30-race series — a remarkable achievement. 

Jason Plato won seven races in 2004 and 
secured third place in the drivers’ championship. 

In 2005 Jason is joined by 2004 SEAT Cupra 
Champion James Pickford and two-times BTCC race 
winner Luke Hines in a three-pronged attack on the 
most important motorsport series in Britain. 

As a new Cupra owner you could be there to 
witness their BTCC challenge as a guest in the 
SEAT Hospitailty area for a VIP day that brings 
you really close to all the action. You and a friend 
will truly enjoy the SEAT Sport experience. 


2005 BTCC RACE DAYS 

Donington Park April 10 
Thruxton May 1 
Brands Hatch June 5 
Oulton Park June 19 
Croft July 17 
Mondello July 24 
Snetterton August 7 
Knockhill August 28 
Silverstone September 18 
Brands Hatch October 2 


SEAT 


PREPARING 
FOR WORLD 
DOMINATION 


SEAT Sport will compete in the new FIA 
World Touring Car Championship this year 
with an exciting three-car team aiming to 
build upon its race-winning ETCC 
campaign last season. The Barcelona- 
based team scored its first ETCC win at 
Oschersleben last year and will compete 
in the inaugural WTCC with a trio of 
Toledo Cupras. 

They will be driven by Swedish ace and 
1998 BTC Champion Rickard Rydell, 
Spanish star Jordi Gené and 20-year old 
German WTCC newcomer Peter Terting. 
Peter has come from the German SEAT 
Cupra ‘Supercopa’ Championship, 
following Rob Huff through the SEAT 
racing ranks and into the WTCC. 

SEAT enter the season with confidence 
high after impressive times during 
pre-season testing at Magny-Cours and 
Silverstone — two of the venues on the 
WTCC calendar. Rydell topped the times at 
Magny-Cours, three-tenths faster than 
former ETC Champion Fabrizio Giovanardi 
in an Alfa Romeo. 

The championship makes its only visit to 
Britain at Silverstone on May 15. 


2005 FIA WTCC CHAMPIONSHIP 


Monza April 9/10 
Magny-Cours April 30/May 1 
Silverstone May 14/15 
Imola May 28/29 
Mexico June 25/26 
Spa July 29/30 (Fri/Sat) 
Oschersleben August 27/28 
Istanbul September 17/18 
Valencia October 1/2 
Macau November 19/20 


For more information on SEAT UK’s 2005 
motorsport campaign visit our website at 


www.seat.co.uk 


CTEAM © TEAM 


ointhe world’s premier tin-top series? GARY WATKINS guides you around the squads 


to be mixing it with the privateers rather than their manufacturer 
rivals. This is a low-key entry into the series by Ford and Hotfiel Sport, 
its partnerin the German Super Production ranks forthe past four 
years. Development of the ST170 has been funded by Ford, butthe 
team has had to come up with its own running budget. Enough said. 
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THOMAS JAGER (D) 
ORD 


This former DTM driver is back in the international arena aftera year away, 
butnotat the level to which he was accustomed. Hotfiel Sportis hardly AMG 
whichever way you look att. Jager’s short-term goal can only be to get the 
better of his team-mate. 
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 NICOLALARINI (I) 
_ ) CHEVROLET 


Lariniis another old-timer returning to the big stage after time away, so the 
intra-team battle with Menu at Chevrolet will be fascinating. Larini knows the 
Super 2000 formula, so must have something ofa head start, but how long 
willa driverwho played second fiddle to Giovanardi at Alfa keep that lead? 
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ALAINMENU (CH) 
CHEVROLET 


One of the world’s top drivers of the Super Touring era is back ina front- 
wheel-drive tin-top after four years away. Menu mightnot have covered 
himselfin glory during those seasons, but there’s little to suggest that 
hewon't do the business ifthe machinery allows. 


You'd never knowitlooking at them, but there’s no factory backing 
forthe Honda Accord Euro Rs competing in the WTCC this season. 
Although JAS Motorsport lacks the budget of the manufacturer 
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ROBERTOCOLCIAGO (I) 
JASMOTORSPORT 


Abigyearfor the former Audi star, awinnerin Europe, Italy and Sweden 
with the German marque. Colciago needs to impress after a disappointing 
solo season in the ETCCwith Alfa Romeo backin 2003, otherwise it could 
be back to the scrapheap. 


teams, it doesn’t lack the expertise or commitment required to win 
atthislevel. The Italian squad knows that thisisits big chance to 
impress the Honda hierarchy, which appears close to committing to 
the WTCC and has stepped up its effortaccordingly. You don’tsign 
Roberto Colciago if you are only onthe grid to make up the numbers. 
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ADRIANODE MICHEL! (I) 


| = | JASMOTORSPORT 


: Lf 
Little is expected of the reigning Italian Super Production champion, who 
has bought his way into the JAS line-up. Ifhe starts beating Colciago, we'll 


be touting him asa star of the future. If not, he’ll never break free of the 
pay-driver mould. 


SS 


HEAVY METAL 


WTCC GRIDS WILL BE BOLSTERED BY NUMEROUS PRIVATEERS 


GRIDS NUDGING the 30-car mark could be the norm inthe newWorld 
Touring Car Championship. In addition to 17 full manufacturer cars andthe 
two JAS Hondas, another 14 entries have been filed forthe series. Notall will 
be presentat every race, but there'll be packed grids when they do turn up. 

The Dutch Carly Motors squad isn’t defendingits Independents’ Trophy, 
though BMW muststill be favourite to pick up the title for privateers, 
assuming that Honda and Roberto Colciago are excluded fromits ranks. 
Proteam with former bike racer Stefano D’Aste, the Eje Elgh-run BMW of 
Carl Rosenblad and the Wiechers-Sport squad, with which German Super 
Production frontrunner Marc Hennericiis graduating to the international 
ranks, are the contenders. 

Others are likely to springa surprise as and when they join the 
championship. Salvatore Tavano is concentrating on the Italian 
Superturismo series with the Antonelli Sport Alfa squad, buthe could make 
the class opposition look distinctly average when he competes on the world 


, May 29 


stage, including the three times the Italian series joins up with the WTCC. 

Two more carmakers should be represented in the WICC, both as 
precursors to full factory campaigns in 2006. Danish Peugeot Sport 
Engineering should appearwith a 407 developed in collaboration with the 
factory in France, while an appearance from the Chinese Brilliance marque 
still seems likely to happen. Itwon’t be afull manufacturer entry and itwon’t 
be until the end of the season, butthe significance ofa Chinese caronthe 
grid shouldn’t be underestimated. 


2005 CALENDAR 

Apr10 Monza (ITA) 

May1 Magny-Cours (FRA) 
May 15 Silverstone (GB) 
Brno (CZ) 

Puebla (MEX) 


Spa (B) 
Oschersleben (D) 
Istanbul (TUR) 
Valencia (E) 


Jun26 Macau (PRC) 


ALL PICS: GRIFFITHS/LAT 
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GORDON KIRBY 


A FOND 
FAREWELL 


SPECIAL FEATURE American editor GORDON KIRBY reflects on the many 
changes in the US racing scene at the end of a 32-year career with Autosport 


Main: Kirby has 
he telegram arrived 32 years ago in February of never been afraid 
1973. It was from Richard Feast, the editor of to express his 
Autosport at the time. “Pete Lyons coming overto —_ views- something 
cover Formula 1,” the telegram read.“Wouldlike — thathas earned 


you to take over as American editor.” him respect 
Thad written occasionally for Autosport from 
my home in Toronto since 1968 and had Below: Mears (6) 
badgered first Simon Taylor and then Feast about — and Andretti (3) 
doing more work for the magazine. I started in the business lead the CART 
doing alittle bit of everything after dropping out of school to World Series race 
work on racing cars and write about them too. I worked part- at Pocono in 1984 


time for Gary Magwood, a Formula Ford 
racer who owned arace preparation shop 
and was the Hawke FF1600 distributor 
for Canada. J also helped out another 
young driver named Brian Stewart who 
raced Formula Vees and then Fords. 
Both Magwood and Stewart went on to 
win the Canadian FFord championship. 

I wrote my first feature for Autosport 
in 1969 about wealthy Canadian 
department store heir George Eaton, 
who made aname for himselfin CanAm 
and was about to try F1 with BRM. 

Around the same time, I met David 
Loring, a teenage Formula Vee driver 
from Massachusetts who was too young 
to drive in SCCA races in the USA. David 
and I became friends and he moved up 
to FFord in 1970 and had a great year 
in’71, winning four championships, 
including the Canadian and IMSA FFord 
titles. He also won a Québec-based Jim 
Russell championship which boasted a 
season of Formula 3 in England as the 
prize with a factory-backed Lotus. But 
the F3 car was fiction. Instead we were 
paid a £1000 and used the money plus 
the profit from the sale of David’s two 
Caldwell FFords to race once again in the 
category with a Merlyn. 

David won five races in the UK that 
season and set a track record at Mallory 
Park that stood for five years, but he also 
ran into alot ofbad luck. During the fall 
and early winter of 1972 I tried and failed 
to find sponsorship for David to race in 
F3in’73.We returned home alittle 
poorer but infinitely wiser in racing 
experience. Neither ofus were sure what to do next. 

When Feast’s telegram arrived in the middle ofa snowy 
February] accepted his offerimmediatelyandmy career [} 
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GORDON KIRBY 


Ga shifted from sponsor chasing and raggedy-ann team 
managing to becoming a full-time racing journalist and writer. 
Ijumped into the first ofa series of Ford and Dodge vans to 
begin touring the United States and Canada while working 
forAutosport and AutoWeek in the USA, as well as anyone 

else who would buy mystories. 

In those days the job description for Autosport included 
covering the SCCA’s CanAm and Formula 5000 series as well 
as the Indianapolis 500 and USAC’s two other 500-mile races, 
NASCAR's Daytona 500 and the Daytona 24 Hours and 
Sebring 12 Hours. It was an eclectic mixture of races, cars, 
venues and personalities and I enjoyed itimmensely. 

Looking back, my first season covering North America for 
Autosport was quite remarkable, not least because I witnessed 
Mark Donohue dominate Can-Am in Roger Penske’s 
incredible Porsche 917/30K that had more than a thousand 
horsepower on tap. Donohue was an excellent driver and 
superb engineer who gave life to Penske Racing. I well 
remember him breaking Denny Hulme’s trackrecord at 


FROM MY standpoint, Gordon is one those sawvy old 
professionals in our sport —certainly one of my favourite 


He and | have always gotten along well, and I’ve enjoyed 


journalists, and one I’ve always looked forward to reading. 


Elkhart Lake by a whopping seven seconds as he became the 
first man to lap the classic, four-mile Wisconsin road course in 
under two minutes. Eleven years would pass before Mario 
Andretti broke Donohue’s standard in a Champ Car. 

Meanwhile, with their mission accomplished, Porsche and 
Penske pulled out of CanAm and before the last race of 1974 at 
Riverside could take place, the SCCA pulled the plug on the 
series. It was the first of five majorracing series - CanAm, 
F5000, the USAC championship, IMSA and CART- thatI 
would see euthanised during my career with Autosport. 

The original CanAm failed because the SCCA couldn't 
manage the rules in a time of rapidly-evolving technology 
and also because the club couldn’t manage the manufacturers 
or properly promote ormarket the series. In the end these 
same factors have resulted in the failure of almost the entire 
sport in America beyond NASCAR and drag racing. From 
that perspective, my 32-year run with Autosport has been 
extremely sobering. 

Which brings us to the Indy 500 and the USAC 
Championship. [had watched the 500 in movie theatres in 
the 60s and subsequently on TV, but had never covered a 
superspeedway oval race when I first arrived at Indianapolis 
in May of 1973. Right away the place struckme as deadly 
serious. Bearin mind that Bobby Unser and the spectacular 
72 Eagle-turbo Offy had broken the trackrecord the previous 
year by 17mph, the biggest leap in speed in the speedway’s 
history. At the Ontario Motor Speedway in’72, Unser and 
team-mate Jerry Grant became the first men to lap a closed 
course at more than 200mph and watching the USAC cars 
perform on an oval for the first time in the spring of’73 gave 
new meaning to words such as ‘fear’ and ‘respect’. 

That 1973 Indy 500 was a disastrous event. Veteran Art 
Pollard was killed in practice and the race itselfbecame a 
horror show, taking three days to run because of repeated 
rainstorms and resulting in the death of Swede Savage anda 
crewman, and serious burns and otherinjuries to SaltWalther 
in one of three attempts to start the race. The race was 
eventually red-flagged at two-thirds distance and the next 
month USAC slashed fuel tank capacity in half and began to 
restrict the width of the massive rear wings that had 
proliferated from 1971 through to early’73. 

This was the beginning of the modern age of racing as 
more and more limitations were placed on every aspect of 
racing car design in repeated and often vain attempts to 
restrain both lap speeds and costs. It wasn’t long before the 
many great innovations and spectacular racing cars of the 60s 
and 70s were replaced by the increasing spec-car syndrome 
which has swept through the sport so that today almost every 
aspect of chassis, engine and aerodynamics are defined by 
the rulebookin all forms ofracing. 

Fora fewyears USAC considered adopting the SCCA’s 
stock-block F5000 formula for championship or Indycar 
racing. USAC and SCCA co-sanctioned America’s F5000 
series in 1975 and’76 and the category boomed in those years 
with almost 50 cars showing up for the inaugural Long Beach 
GPF5000 race in the fall of 75. Brit Brian Redman was the 
scourge of F5000, winning the championship for three years in 
arowto beat the likes of Andretti and Al Unser. ‘Our Brian’ was 
andis a fine fellow, a ttemendous raconteur, humorist and 
writer, who is probably the most unrecognised great driver 
from those days simply because after dabbling in it on two 
occasions he decided F1 wasn’t for him. He preferred to race 
elsewhere and Redman’s record of diversity in international 
sportscar racing, IMSA and F5000is asgoodasanyone’s. 
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his perspective on different situations, because he’s 


opinionated to the point that it makes reading his stories 


interesting and thought-provoking. 
The thing is, I think Gordon really gets it. He 


“WHERE’S GK?” | said to a mutual friend in the 
Milwaukee paddock one morning. “Oh,” came the 
smiling reply, “having an argument someplace...” 

Kirby was, is, and will be always be, a man with strong 
opinions about racing, about life in general, and maybe 
that’s one of the reasons why we've always got along 
so well. We met, | suppose, in the early’70s, and have 
been close friends ever since. 

It doesn’t hurt, of course, that we tend to hold similar 
views on this sport, being very much at the ‘purist’ end 


“LIKE MARIO, I'VE ALWAYS 
RESPECTED GORDON FOR 
WRITING EXACTLY WHAT HE 
THINKS AND FOR NOT BEING 
AFRAID TO ROCK THE BOAT” 


NIGEL ROEBUCK 


AMERICAN RACING LEGEND 


ARIO 
NDRETTI 


understands the sport very, very, well—and all its 
disciplines, too, not just the one he specialises in. His 
knowledge of it is huge, no question aboutit, and he 
always gave a very good account to his readers in Europe 
of what was going on in the USA. 

What | really liked, too, was that Gordon was never 
afraid to say what he thought— there aren’t enough 
journalists prepared to do that, in my opinion. | think 
there’s avery fine line between trying 
to ram through your own philosophy 
on things and stating your opinion 
firmly on something you really 
believe in—and | think Gordon 
walked that line pretty well, | must 
say. Mind you, maybe to some extent 
I think that because he and | tend to 
have similar opinions! 

Putit this way, | liked the fact that 
Gordon never had ‘blinders’ on, that 
he always understood the bigger 
picture, that he always said what he 
thought. I’m one of his fans! If he’s 
not going to be writing for Autosport 
any longer, his work is going to be 
missed, that’s for sure. 


GRAND PRIX EDITOR 


of the spectrum, rather than the ‘showbiz’ end. Perhaps 
for that reason, like me, Gordon always much enjoyed 
the company of Denis Jenkinson, and indeed they always 
had much in common -— both bearded, both bachelors, 
both living in the back of beyond, both irreverent, both 
excellent company, both obsessed with racing and both 
able to spot a phoney at 50 paces. 

Like Mario, I’ve always respected Gordon for writing 
exactly what he thinks, for not being afraid to rock the 
boat, even though he knows—as we all know—thatit’s 
not necessarily the way to a quiet 
life. Beware the journalist who is 
‘everyone’s friend’. He’s like the 
racing driver who never damaged 
acar. 

No one who knows Kirby doubts 
fora second his deep love of this 
sport, nor that itis from there that 
his passionate, opinionated, 
writings stem. He has been in this 
for the long haul, and if—like anyone 
of long experience —notall the 
changes in motor racing have been 
to his taste, his essential enthusiasm 
forit has never waned. 
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Main: Mears was 
one of the legends 
of Indy before the 
CART/IRL split 
drove the stars 
away from the 
Brickyard 


“ROAD AMERICA REMAINS TRUE 
TO ITSELF AND UNADULTERATED” 


ELKHART LAKE 

The granddaddy of America’s 
permanentroad circuits, Road 
America (above) is 50 years old 
thisyearand remains true to its 
original self, improved somewhat, 
but unadulterated bya single 
chicane or redesigned corner 
through its magnificent four miles, 


MOSPORT 

My old home track has recently 
been refurbished and like Elkhartis 
unchanged from its original 1961 
layout. Dan Gurney refers to 
Mosportas the track in North 
America mostlike the Niirburgring, 
albeit much shorter, 


BRIDGEHAMPTON 
Nolongerwith us, 
Bridgehampton’s location in 

the ultra-chic Hamptons on 

New York's Long|slandmeant 
itwould neversurvive, Butit 

was a great track with fast, 
swooping comers diving through 
the sand dunes within sight of 
Long|slandSound. 


RIVERSIDE 

The west coast’s version of 
Bridgehampton lasted longer, 
from 1957-88, before being 
overtaken by greater LA’s urban 
sprawl. Butitwas another driver's 
track with fast, sweeping turns 
through the desert sand that drew 
big crowds for many years, 


LAGUNA SECA 

Substantially revampedin 1988, 
the current track retains much of 
the old circuitandis afearsome 
physical test, one ofthe toughestin 
the business. Andit’s located on 
the beautiful Monterey peninsula 
south of San Francisco. 


ST JOVITE 

Also recently refurbished, this fine 
road circuit at MountTremblant 

in Québec’s Laurentian Mountains 
isin the same class as the five 
previous tracks. StJovite’s long, 
diving first turn provides some of 
the finest spectating anyw 


MILWAUKEE 

The flat Milwaukee Mile oval in 
suburban Milwaukee is the world’s 
oldestrace track. Openedin 1905 
asa dirt track, itwas paved in’54 
andis one of the few circuits that 
retains a connection to the USA’s 
oval racing past. 


MOTEGI 

More than a dozen new 
superspeedways were built across 
the USA duringthe 90s butthe 
best ofall ofthe newtracks that 
came to life during that gilded age 
was Honda’s Motegi oval inthe 
mountains north of Tokyo. 


SURFERS PARADISE 
Despite the likes of Long Beach and 
Toronto, the best streettrack I’ve 
seen is Surfers on Australia’s Gold 
Coast (below). It’sthe longest, 
fastest street circuit Champ Car 
races on, with a high-quality wall 
and safety system and simply the 
best overall setting and fan turnout. 


WESTWOOD 

Rocks and boulders lay in wait 
justfeetfrom the edge of this 
demanding little road course 
insuburban Vancouver. 
Westwood was the equal of 
Mosportand StJovite untilittoo 
was engulfed by urban sprawl, 
Ahousing developmentand 
shopping mall have occupied 
the site for many years, 
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Then, of course, there was Gilles Villeneuve who Ihad 
the great pleasure to watch and cover as he came up through 
FFord and Formula Atlantic. Even then Gilles’s impish sense 
ofhumour and spectacular driving style stood out. Villeneuve 
spent fouryears in Formula Atlantic, driving for Kris Harrison’s 
Ecurie Canada team in 1974,’76 and’77, and running his 

own carin ’75. Thirty years later it’s impossible to imagine 
aFormula Atlantic driver jumping directly to F1 but that’s 
exactly what Gilles did after winning the Atlantic 
championship in’76 and beating F1 stars James Hunt, 

Alan Jones and Patrick Depailler at Trois-Riviéres. 

Iwill always remember Gilles and Keke Rosberg banging 
wheels as they drove side-by-side through the first turn at 
Mosport at the start of the opening Atlantic race of 1977. 

They were deeply serious rivals throughout the year, neither 
speaking to the other as they battled for the attention of F1 
team managers. 

At Québec City at the end of the year Villeneuve crashed 
two cars in practice as he went all-out to prevent Rosberg 
from stealing the championship. But on race day he came 
through the field to win the race and the title after Bobby 
Rahal’s engine failed. 

Ona wall ofmy office at home hangs a photograph taken 
by Paul Webb of Rosberg totally sideways in his pink Fred 
Opert Chevron sponsored by Excita condoms. The car features 
adildo attached to the nose and Keke is seriously scraping the 
wall at Québec City with his left rear wheel as he throws the 
car onto the pit straight. In those pre-ground effect days 
Atlantic cars provided a perfect balance ofhorsepower and 
tyre grip. It was a superb training category that totally 
prepared guys like Gilles and Keke for F1 and also offered 
the fans spectacular raw-boned racing. But almost 30 years 


Above: Brothers later, mismanagement of the sport both 
BobbyandAlUnser — technically and promotionally has left 
fight it out in the USA’s open-wheel ladder system 
the first ever at death’s door. 
CART race at For stark contrast, check out 
Phoenix in 1979 NASCAR. I take my hat off to Bill 
France Jr and his late father Bill Sr, not 
Left: Mears was only for building the world’s healthiest 
asounding board form ofracing but also constructing an 
foranotherdriver equally strong ladder system through the 
rated by Kirby, Busch and Truck series and across the 
Paul Tracy, at many reaches of the USA to the grass 
Penske in 1994 roots level with regional and local 


NASCAR championships. Since the 
Frances opened the high-banked Daytona Speedway in 1959, 
they have steadily expanded their form of the sport, building 
acomplete system as well as an unequalled management and 
marketing structure. Yet they have also kept control of the 
competing manufacturers both technically and in how and 
where they spend their money. 

In the meantime a rabble of squabbling parties, including 
the SCCA, USAC, IMSA, CART and the IRL have combined 
over the years to decimate the majority of the wide sweep of 
the rest of American circuit racing. I'm afraid to say that 
arrogance, greed, hypocrisy and the lust for power have left us 
with a bleak field of failed visions and the utter destruction of 
the ladder system. In America today, Champ Car, Indycar and 
sportscar racing have dwindled to being the country’s least 
relevant sports and are barely covered in the nation’s 
newspapers, with small crowds at all but a fewraces and 
laughably tiny TV audiences. 

Ican tell you that the greatest drivers I’ve had the good 
fortune to knowsuch as Mario Andretti, Dan Gurney, Bobby 
Unser, Parnelli Jones and Rick Mears are deeply saddened by 
what has happened to motorsport in America over the past 
decade. It’s been diminished and devalued and at the same 
time the final vestiges of technological intrigue have been 
squeezed out of the rulebookas the sport has devolved, 
NASCAR-like, to the lowest common denominator. Without 
doubt, racing’s great revolutionary days of the 60s and’70s are 
gone and with them the magic that made the Indy 500 and the 
original CanAm such great things has irretrievably faded. 

Can that magical whiffbe recreated? In a NASCAR- 
dominated world it’s a temendous challenge for each of 
Champ Car, the IRL IndyCar Series, American Le Mans Series 
and GrandAm. I wish them all good luck! 


Driver Gur 


SEVEN STANDOUTS HEAD 
ALIST OF ALL-TIME GREATS 


Rosberg battled 
hard with Villeneuve 

| forthe Atlantic title 
in1977 


MARIOANDRETTI 

Without doubtthe greatest racing 
driver| have known. He has raced 
andwonin almost every type of car 
known to man andis one of the 
sport's finest ambassadors. 

DAN 

The greatest overall racing man|'ve 
encountered. Dan’s equally diverse 
driving career preceded my time 
with Autosport but! witnessed much 
ofhis remarkable second career as 
ateam owner, car builderand 
innovator. His spirit of adventure and 
innovation is what racing is about. 
BOBBY UNSER 

The greatest character among 

the great drivers I've known. A 
tremendously forceful driver, as 
aggressive as anyone at playing 

the rules to the maximum and, of 
course, a truly independentthinker. 
ALUNSER 


Bobby's younger brotheris avery 
different personality, almost 
diametrically opposed. Buthe was 
an even better driver than Bobby. 
AL 

Al's sonwas an equally great driver 
and versatile too. Though his career 
was darkened by his problems with 
alcohol, histalentand achievements 
should not be devalued. 


AlJr’s great contemporary. As his 
father Mario always said, the fire 
burned in Michael's heart, and that 
made hima great, aggressive driver. 
RICK MEARS 


Asublime talent, a genius of throttle 
control and smooth, precise driving. 


BEYOND Champ Carracing there 
were GILLES VILLENEUVE and 
KEKE ROSBERG, highly-spirited 
racers both, and good mentoo. In 
NASCAR, |would rate The Silver Fox’ 
DAVID PEARSON assublimea 
talentas Mears and an equally clean 
driver. Pearson only wentafter 
NASCAR's championship three times 
andwoniteverytime. 

Imethis great rival RICHARD 


— 


PETTY, the seven-time champion, at 
Daytonain 1975. The ‘King’ politely 
asked if] couldwaitfive minutes to 
do aninterview. He returnedafew 
minutes later flashing that famous 
grin and suggested we go to his 
rental car. Some 90 minutes laterwe 
emerged aftera charming and 
informative chatabout himself, his 
fatherLee, the Petty family and 
NASCAR. |was impressed for life. 

One of the most ferocious racers | 
ever saw was CALE YARBOROUGH, a 
three-time NASCAR champion inthe 
’70swithJuniorJohnson’s team. 
Yarborough and rival BOBBY 
ALLISON were two ofthe toughest, 
fastest drivers NASCAR has 
produced. Seven-times champion 
DALE EARNHARDT was in their 
league buthis penchantfor ‘using 
the fender’ meanthis reputation 
among his rivals was contentious. 

Aswell as MARK DONOHUE and 
BRIAN REDMAN, ALHOLBERT, was an 
excellentIMSA driverand team boss 
whotried other categories, including 
CART and NASCAR. 

EMERSON FITTIPALDI started the 
flood of international interestin 
Champ Carsin 1984, andwent onto 
become atrue maestro ofthe 
category. BOBBY RAHAL foughtwith 
Villeneuve and Rosbergin his early 
days, raced F3 and F2 in Europe, and 
was quite successful in IMSA and 
sportscars as well as CART. 

ALEXZANARDI stands outas a 
great character as well as a fantastic 
driver and crowd-pleaser, and the 
manis an inspiration. GREG MOORE 
was a tremendous talentwho shone 
brightly fora brief period of time 
before his untimely death in 1999. 
The manwhowonthe CART title that 
afternoon,JUAN PABLO MONTOYA, 
was clearly an exceptional talent. 

CRISTIANO DAMATTAis one of 
the most motivated drivers I’ve ever 
metandis very cool and analytical. 
PAULTRACY is another greatfighter 
andthe driverwith the most 


powerful identity with the public. 
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BRITISH F3 PREVIEW 


NOT JUSTA 


PRETTY FACE 


usie Stoddart has a good racing CV. 
Twice a McLaren Autosport BRDC 
Award finalist, she has impressed in 
Formula Renault and moves into 
Formula 3 with sound credentials. But 
Alan Docking Racing’s new girl is honest 
enough to acknowledge that people 
aren't much interested in that. She will 
be followed, watched and judged this year, starting at 
Donington Park this weekend, because ofher gender. 

“The thing about being female is that there are alot of 
people who will try to shoot you down,” says Stoddart. “There 
are a lot of drivers on the grid who have done far less than me. 
People can say what they want and rate meas they want, but 
Iam determined to get to F1. 

“With a good car and a great team in a championship that 
doesn't have many second-year drivers in it, ’m just going to 
let my driving do the talking — and people can just watch that.” 

But why are there any doubters? The main reason is that 
Stoddart hasn’t actually done any winning in three years of 
Formula Renault with DFR,Motaworld and Comtec. It’s a 
subject that lends itself well to excessive harping, but evenif 
there are blokes out there who were Formula BMW, Formula 
Renault or Formula 3 midfielders last year, the trouble for 
Stoddart is that they are blokes. The spotlightis all hers. 

“Ishould have won my first race at Thruxton last year, but 
then I let Mike Conway pass me round the outside,” she says. 
“You learn these things, but I'm not going to beat myselfup 
about the fact that I didn’t win arace. 

“The win was so close a couple of times; itjust didn’t 
come. A lot ofpeople forget that Comtec were anewteam 
to FRenault last year. I was consistently in the top sixso I 
know! am on the pace and can make it in F3. I'm not being 
unrealistic. [know whatit’s going to take to win in F3.” 

So there it is. Stoddart may not yet be a winner, which is 
what a racing driver should be, but she was a front-runner 
and has got podiums to hername, which means she’s shown 
aturn of speed. Formula 3 could make or breakher, butnew 
team boss Alan Docking won't be surprised ifshe starts 
winning. Docking has neverhad a female driver before, but 
he’s seen both talents and no-hopers in his cars over the years 
-and he’s glowing when he talks about Stoddart. 

“Take the gender out ofit,” says Docking. “She is special 
as a racing driver. The way she drove at Pembrey when she 
tested our old carin November, she was front-row material. 
She was hooked up. At Pembrey you can see whether a driver 
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is onit ornot — she was definitely onit. 

“Then she did a day at Silverstone and she just went straight 
into taking Copse just about flat. There was no fuss. She knew 
she was doing it but she didn’t think that was so exceptional. I 
didn’t know where she was before she tested, but at that point 
Irealised she was avery capable driver.” 

Docking is genuinely excited about this year, aftera rather 
dismal 2004 with Will Power driving. Again, the Silverstone- 
based team is running just one Championship Class car, 
with Paul Anthony on engineering duty. Despite alate start 
to testing and some teething problems on the new Dallara- 
Mugen, the Aussie veteran says working with Stoddart 
makes a pleasant change. 

“Some drivers. .. you struggle to get anywhere with them. 
It's sad, but possibly it’s because the male at age 20 isn’t too 
sparky,” he says. “But out of the car Susie is just so refreshing. 
She’s got a personality: sparkle and charisma. She’s only a 
young girl but she’s very mature. Its great to see it. 

“Most of the guys who come through... there’s notmuch 
sparkle. In MarkWebber! saw something else, although 
maybe it was just because he was an Aussie! He knew what 
he wanted. Susie knows what she wants too. She’s as good 
as anyone else with her hat on, and with her hat off she’s 10 
times better than anyone else. 

“She won't bottle out when things get tough. She’s needed 
more bottle to get where she is than the otherguys, because 
no bloke wants to be passed by a bird! She’s neverhad 
anybody letting her past easily.” 

Stoddart has had links with Docking since driving ADR cars 
twice as part ofthe McLaren Autosport BRDC Award selection 
process in 2003 and ’04, and a deal was on the cards as soon as 
those additional tests were completed early last winter. She 
says that the ADR team - champion with Robbie Kerrin 2002 
—was a clear winner when she looked around fora seat. 


Right: Stoddart 
has teamed up 
with Alan Docking 
Racing for her 
first seasonin 
Formula 3, forging 
animmediate 
rapport with the 
squad and 
impressing with 
her test pace 


“The biggest thing was that Docko didn’t lookat me 
as a token female forthe team,” she says. “It wouldn’t 
have mattered what] was — he just looked at me as a driver 
and that means a lot to me. We approached anumber of 
teams and some of them definitely weren't like that. 
Docking was the only one I believed in.” 

Not only will she have the experience of Docking and 
Anthonyto help her along in herfirst F3 season, but also 
advice from her housemate Adam Carroll, who was 
runner-up in the series last season. 

“Iaskhim so many questions he gets fed up withit!” she 
says. “But he has so much F3 experience. I askhim about 
starts, set-ups and everything — he’s really open aboutit. 
He’s come along to a couple of tests and helped out too... 
and Irate him highly as a driver. We’ve got avery healthy 
banter going now - Scottish and Irish together, you can’t 
do much worse than that!” 

With a top team and all that help, two years ofslicks- 
and-wings experience, plus high-profile sponsorship from 
BT, Stoddart knows she can’t be drawn into buying time. 

“Tve gotno excuses for not doing well this year,” she 
says. “There’s a great team behind me and the package is 
all there fora good year. Soit’s all down to me.” 

Noris she interested in being best of the girls - although 
there is another female on the grid this yearin the form of 
Carlin Motorsport’s Keiko Ihara. 

“T's anice surprise that she’s there, but I don’t want to 
be first girl - I want to be first overall,” she says. “I don’t 
finish second and think, ‘Wow!'m the first female to finish 
second in Formula Renault. Ijust think, ‘I wanted to win 
that race.” 

Awin at Donington Park on Sunday is Stoddart’s aim. 
Buta top-six finish would probablybe enough to silence 
the waiting critics — fora while, atleast. 4 
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BRITISH F3 PREVIEW 


*  FORTECMOTORSPORTDALLARA-OPEL 


Ym 
The reigning Formula Renault UK championisthe 
leading lightamongthe F3 newcomers, and 
qualifies astitle favourite. The reason forthat, 
other than his impressive cvand cool head, is 
he’shad brilliant preparation. He’s tested at 
nearly every track over the winter and has 
starredin group tests. With Phill di Fazio tuning 
his car, Opel’stop contender hasno excuses. 
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TheJerseyman didn’tlook anything special with Hitech 
lastseason, butafter switching camps and clockingup 
nearlyas much mileage as Conway he’s back with more 
confidence. Some believe Walker did not do histalent 
justice in 2004 —this yearwill be his chance to answer 
his naysayers, He'll have his work to cut outto beat 
Conway, but should be fasterthan Ronayne O’Mahony. 
May do better on occasion than some would expect. 


FORTEC MOTORSPORT DALLARA-OPEL 
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Thisis going to bealearning year forthe Irish 


driver, whose experience is limited after just half 


aseason for Performance Racingin the National 


Class lastyear. He could well have benefited from 


another yearin the older cars. With Fortec 
expandingto runathird entry, it’s likely that his 
crewis going to be finding its way as well. The 
Irishmanis not expected to bea frontrunner. 
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> ~ CARLINMOTORSPORT DALLARA-MUGEN 
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Ifthere was betting on the F3 title, the cheerful 
Californian would be worth a punt. He’s impressed 
the teamwith his quick adaptation after stepping up 
from Formula Ford, and looks setto lead Carlin’s hopes 
afterthe team’s comparatively rough 2004. Testing 
has shown Kimballis fast, calm and a quick learner 
who doesn’tlethis head drop. The American will work 
with engineer Paul Wallace. 
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DOUBLER DALLARA-MUGEN 
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The new Kimi Réikkonen-backed squad has two quick 
drivers, and Formula Ford Festival winner Clarke looks at 
first glance to be the quicker, ifonly because he knows 
the British tracks. IfCharlie Kimball is a good dark horse, 
then Clarke should be the same—hefinished second in 
Formula Ford UK last year, two places ahead of Kimball. 
There’s no reason why this team shouldn’tbe righton 
the pace with ex-Carlin man Boyo Hieatt atthe helm. 
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Sot T-SPORT DALLARA-MUGEN 
Noy 
The National Class champ stays with T-Sport and 
moves into the latest machinery. Lewis could fly 
this year, butthat’s in some doubtuntil the first 
race. The Briton was solid cruising to the National 
Classtitle, buthis opposition was pretty thin. 
Lewis could beatthe top orbottom end of the top 
10 —T-Sportwill be hoping forthe former after 
slim pickings with Karun Chandhokin 2004. 


BRUNO 
DOUBLE R DALLARA-MUGEN 


Bruno Senna Lalli obviously comes fromthe 
chirpy side of the family, buthe’ll dowell to keep 
upthe humour in what could bea difficult season. 
His few Formula BMW outings lastyear were not 
enough to prove more than the presence of some 
talent—F3 will bethe real test. By moving up so 
early he has nottaken the easy option, butsome 
strong showingswill do his reputation good. 
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Itcould be alean yearfor Mike Baker's Opel-powered 
team, which has been unable tofind a second driver— 
though don’tbe surprised ifRob Austin tums up! Baker- 
managed)elley had his deal signed before the end of 
2004, when his National Class escapades earned him 
the nickname Wobbly’. That’s unkind because he was 
amuttiple class race-winner, butthe Championship 
Classis goingto be avery hard place to develop. 


HITECH RACING DALLARA-MUGEN 


Hitech is now a GP2 team soithas halved its F3 effort 
to two cars. The Renault engines are gone andthe 
teamwelcomes the arrival of Mugen power as Bruce 
Jenkins takes overthe day-to-day running. Aboutthe 
only constantis Asmer, who is a definite favourite if 
only because heis a second-year driver. Estonia’s 
fastest track starimproved quietly lastyear and has 
shone in testing so far. 


STEVEN 
PROMATECMELOLA-MUGEN 


Chris Weller’s team signed avery late deal with 
Kaneto ensure thatthere will beasecond 
Championship Class Lola on the grid. With two top 
driversin the British chassis, the Lolasshould 
develop faster (Danny Watts, below, wasalone 
Lolarunnerinthe UK lastyear), though Dallaras 
still vastly outnumber them. Kane returnsto 
Britain after a frustrating yearin Spanish F3. 
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Bridgman has donea fair amount of damage to 
Hitech machinery inwinter testing, and popular 
opinionis that he’ll need to pull back onthe 
aggression. Butsmoothnessis key to speedin 
FBMW, and hewonthetitle there, so he hasthe 
capacity to succeed. Bridgmanis going to be an 
entertaining racer ifnothing else—butthere’s 
mental work to doto unlock his speed. 


runo Senna, Danilo. 
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\ ! CARLIN MOTORSPORT DALLARA-MUGEN 


The Anglicised Dane didn’t showthatwellin 
Formula BMWlastyear, but has got nearthe top of 
testing times more than once in F3. Butthere have 
been days that he’s been off the pace—he’s not 
always gotthe best from his tyresimmediately 
and that could bea problemin qualifying. This 
year Bakkerud will be engineered by Mark Owen, 
who ran erratic Clivio Piccionein 2004. 


KEIKO 


CARLIN MOTORSPORT DALLARA-MUGEN 


One oftwowomen competitors on the grid this year, 
the Japanese Formula Dream graduate and ex-model 
(backed by Ivy Cosmetics) is likely to findittough 
going. It’s nota case ofher being embarrassingly 
slow, more thatthe learning curve is goingto be 
almostvertical. |hara has been among the National 
Class runners onthe testing timesheets and may 
find herselfracing them this season. 


Below left: 
McLaren 
Autosport BRDC 
finalist Jonathan 
Kennard is tipped 
to star inthe 
National class... 


Below right: ...but 
ADR team-mate 
and Scandinavian 
Formula Ford star 
Juho Annalais also 
highly-regarded 


Below centre: 
Mexican Salvador 
Duran has shown 
test pace in his 
Pl-run Dallara 
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P] MOTORSPORT LOLA-MUGEN 


(Rae 
P1 boss Roly Vincinihastaken a puntonthe Lola 
and Dirani, who comes from a trying season at 
Carlin. The Brazilian, who dominated Croftin 2004 
before fading, may thrive onthe responsibility of 
carrying Lola’s hopes—provided the caris good. 
Sofarthe Huntingdon chassis looks thereabouts. 
Vinciniis happy with the development process; 
let’s see if he can get the best from his driver. 
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ee ore 
Alleyeswill be on Stoddartthis year. Ifshe can win then 
she'll hitheadlines, butifshe fails then alot of people 
mightbe nasty and gleeful. Frankly she’s notused to 
winning, aftera droughtin Formula Renault, butshe 
has herreasons for that (see feature). Nota likely title 
contenderin herfirstyear, butpodiums could be on 
the cards. Enjoying Alan Docking Racing despite a 
nigglesome startto testing and an ankle injury. 


herumouts had drifted from mouth to ear for 
months, but that didn’t ease the shock of the 
formal announcementin October. Instead, the 
news fell like a hammer on an anvil. General 
Motors, the most steady influence in American 
open-wheel racing and the foundation upon 
which the Indy Racing League was built, would 
leave the series at the end of the 2005 season. 

At Panther Racing headquarters on Indianapolis’s 
southwest side, the announcement was yesterday’s news. 
Inside the offices and conference rooms at Panther, the 
effect of the impending decision had long been considered, 
and the team had chosen loyalty. GM Racing and its 
Chevrolet-branded Cosworth engine would remain the 
driving force behind Panther’s cars, even as two other 
GM-powered teams — Red Bull Cheever Racing and Dreyer 
& Reinbold — switched engine manufacturers, and another- 
Patrick Racing — went out of business. 

The response wasn’t exactly enthusiastic. Why stay with a 
lame-duckmanufacturer? What good could be gained from 
hanging on to an engine that seemed hopelessly defeated? 
The answerto those questions, when placed in context with 
the results of the first two races of the season, are flushed out 
to be positive. 

Quite simply, in terms ofraw speed, Panther may have 
made avery wise call. 

The team blasted out of the gate with a pole position by 
Tomas Scheckter (and a third on the grid by team-mate Tomas 
Enge) in the season opener at Homestead-Miami Speedway. 
In the second race of the 17-race schedule, Scheckter started 
fourth, Enge seventh. The final results weren’t what the team 
expected — Scheckter crashed out of both races, while Enge 
retired with a mechanical issue at Homestead and a crash at 
Phoenix — but the speed needed to compete against Toyota 
and Honda was definitely there. So, too, was the defiance. 

“Tve been encouraged since day one of this year,” says John 
Barnes, CEO of Panther Racing and one of the team’s four co- 
owners. “Everybody thought we were lunatics for staying with 
GM and Scheckter. Obviously, that’s been proven wrong.” 

Lunatics because the Chevy was far offthe pace in’04. 
Lunatics because Scheckter has a reputation forrecklessness, 
even ifmany ofhis frequent shunts aren’t of his own accord. 
Lunatics, perhaps, because Cosworth is now owned by Kevin 
Kalkhoven, one of three co-owners of Champ Car, the IRL’s 
arch-enemy. Lunatics because Panther might find itself adrift 
in the open-wheel sea following GM’s departure. 

Still, after winning the pole at Homestead and showing 
fierce speed in pre-season tests, Panther, Bames, Scheckter 
and Enge don’t care what anybody thinks. The only point to 
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CHEVROLET: LEAVING THE IRL ON A HIGH 


Main: Chevy grunt 
took Panther’s 
Tomas Scheckter 


IRL season-opener 


Left: Developed 
by Cosworth, the 
Chevy engine is 
still a potent force 


Right: Chevrolet 
has been the local 
name fighting 
Japanese marques 


to polein this year’s 


be made nowisn‘t political at all. It's economic. It’s 
about survival. 

Take Scheckter, forinstance. He’s in the final year ofhis 
contract with Panther, mired in the strange circumstance 
of trying to win races with an engine that won’t exist next 
year while trying to land anew contract and/orride for’06. 

At the same time, his possible success only serves to benefit 
his existing team, which may ormaynotbe his future 
employer, in its equally unusual effort to hookup with one 
of the opposing manufacturers for’06. 

“The better we can do this year with this engine is good for 
the team and good forme,” Scheckter says. “It will help us get 
another engine deal, orit will help me move somewhere else. 
At the end of the day, the goal hasn’t changed, and that’s to do 
the best job you can do.” 

In this situation, the best job you can dois to focus on the 
taskat hand. During the off-season Barnes was outspoken in 
his criticism of the IRL’s new direction. The cream of the IRL’s 
old-school crop, Panther won championships in 2001 and 
2002 with Sam HornishJr. Since then, Barnes has watched 
suspiciously as the flight ofrefugees from Champ Carto the 
IRL brought with it engine leasing, heavily-subsidised teams 
and an economic situation that makes landing sponsorship 
increasingly difficult for smaller players. 

“There are a lot of changes that are going to have to be 
made in regard to how we go about doing business in the IRL,” 
Barnes said earlier this year. “You have one team [Andretti- 
Green Racing] whose total sponsorship package outside the 
engine manufacturer doesn’t amount to one good sponsorship 
for other teams. They're being totally subsidised by an engine 
manufacturer. That makes it hard for teams like Foyt and 
Dreyer & Reinbold to sell $5 million or $6 million sponsorships 
when these other guys are selling primary sponsorship 
packages fora million or a million and a half.” 

Now, afew months after the statement and fresh from 
landing a primary sponsor for Enge’s car, Barnes has cooled 
theveiled threats about Panther’s future in the IRL, and 
insinuations about the future of the series in general. Instead, 
he’s focused on the immediate task: winning races. This team 
has the speed — as evidenced by the first two races — to cash 
larger cheques. The time has come, and everyone at Panther 
knows it, to finally start winning. 

“We don’t stand up, beat our chests and make remarks,” 
Barnes said before the second race of the season at Phoenix. 
“We just go about our business and let other people talk about 
it. GM has been remarkable. They've made great strides. Our 
guys are diligently working to make this thing successful. 
What's rewarding us nowis good results.” 

Orpossibly the votential for good results. Scheckterwas -> 


AS THE BOW TIE GETS 
READY TO QUIT THE IRL... 
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ANALYSIS Staying with GM Racing’s engines for their last 
season of Indycars might yet prove a smart move. By JEFF OLSON 
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boss John Barnes 
has taken arisk by 
sticking with Chevy 


Right: Scheckter 
needs to shake off 
his reputation for 
having accidents 


© forced into the marbles twice at Phoenix, eventually 
crashing and finishing 17th. Enge also dropped out ofthe 
Phoenixrace, but not before he’draced competently in just 
his fourth IRL event — and first on a one-mile oval. 

“Twas told by everybody on ourteam that the Chevy 
would be strong this season,” Enge says. “I believed itin the 
beginning, but] started to really believe it after the first test 
in Homestead. I don’t think! can say any more about this 
because I’ve only been with this team fortwo races, but I 
know the circumstances surrounding the team last year. I 
know there is improvement in the engine and in this team.” 

The attackhas begun in earnest, and Scheckter— and 
Panther and GM Racing, forthat matter-—is ina position to 
make something happen that would shake the IRL to its core. 
Being the sole focus ofa manufacturer has its advantages, 
especially when that manufacturer — and the race team — has 
apointto prove. 

“We feelit’s a good opportunity for us because they're 
concentrating all of their efforts on us alone,’ Barnes says. “It’s 
amuch better situation forus. We can dictate our own destiny, 
inaway. We really enjoy challenges here. This is a company 
that's made up ofpeople who are extremely competitive. Most 
race teams are, but ours isin particular. These guys would fight 
you over a toothpick.” 

They might be focused and aggressive, but they mightnot 
beas political as originally thought. Formanymembers of 
Panther, Scheckterincluded, the goalis much more acute, the 
focus much more personal. The politics ofthe GM/IRL dust- 
up, while significant to the grand scheme, means little to the 
individual. All guys like Enge and Scheckter want from GM 
Racing is speed. S 

‘Tm concerned about them making me a good engine, and 
that’s what they do,” Scheckter says. “That’s what they are 
there for. [can only take itrace byrace and yearby year. The 
politics is overmy head. J don’t want to get involved in that. I 
don't thinkit affects me oranybody on the team. Everybodyis 
focused on what they can do and what theyneed to do to win 
races this year. Next year, the owners will start dealing with it.” 

By then, however, all four parties - GM, Panther, Scheckter 
and Enge — could be far, faraway. 


WHY GM WON'T CHANGE ITS MIND 


IRL RULES CHANGE AGAIN FOR 2007 - 
BUT CHEVY ISN'T LIKELY TO COMMIT 


CANTHEIRL IndyCar Series 
lure GM Racing backinto the 
fold? Don’t count on it. 

Almost immediately after 
General Motors announced its 
decision to part with the IRL, 
speculation began that the 
league might be able to talk 
GM Racing officials into 
returning. The talk surfaced 
because the league isin the 
middle of discussions 
regarding specs for the next 
generation of engines, 
beginning in 2007. 

“Never say never,” says Joe 
Negri, GM Racing’s IRL 
programme manager. “The 
business climate could 
change between now and 
then, but odds are we'll stick 
with our plan. If we go out 
and win every race, of course, 
itwould be hard to leave 
with success like that. But 
this was a business decision. 
The automotive market 
would have to get much 
better before we could make 
that decision.” 

GM's primary issues, aside 
from its inability to compete 
with its Japanese rivals, were 


‘production-based versus 
purpose-built and the notion 
of engine leasing. The IRL 
essentially was founded on 
the production-based 
Oldsmobile Aurora, which 
later morphed into the 
Chevrolet brand. One of Tony 
George’s stated principles in 
his 1996 split from CART was 
engine ownership instead of 
leasing. Leasing, the preferred 
mode of Honda and Toyota, is 
now commoninthel 

Critics contend the IRL has 
become ‘CART Lite’ — 
essentially the same 
principles, manufacturers 
and teams that existed five 
years ago in whatis 
now known as the 
Champ Car World 
Series. Only five 
current IRL teams— 
Panther, Cheever, 
Dreyer & Reinbold, 
Foyt and Hemelgarn 
—could be 
considered original 
members. 

“| don’t think it 
can continue like 
this,” warns Mike 
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Griffin, one of Panther’s four 
co-owners. “GM felt like it was 
time to make a change. It 
wasn'tin their business plan 
and they didn’t have a budget 
to devote solely to this series. 
Lee White from Toyota has 
expressed that [the current 
form of the IRL] wasn’t exactly 
what they signed up for and 
that they were going to have 
to take a hard look at 
continuing and on what level. 
If, God forbid, they decide to 
go away, that leaves only 
Honda. At that point, there’s 
no competition. Do they even 
stay? Potentially, it could bea 
bad deal for everybody.” 


Eddie Cheever 
won the first 

IRL race with : 
aGM engine... 
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> Manabu Orido and Dominik Schwager 
tookan early Japanese GT points lead 


Okayama (J), March 27, Rd 1/7 


ORIDO AND SCHWAGER 
PROFIT FROM LYONS’ WOE 


MANABU ORIDO and 

Dominik Schwager 

came through toa 

comfortable win in the 
opening round of the Japanese 
Super GT Championship on the 
re-named TI Aida track. 

The Nismo Nissan Fairlady Z of 
Richard Lyons and Satoshi 
Motoyama had looked to be 
getting the better of the 
Orido/Schwager Toyota Supra 
after along battle, but gearbox 
problems forced Lyons out of the 
lead andinto retirement. 

Michael Krumm put the Nissan 


Nogaro (F), March 27/28, Rd1/8 


RAINANDDELAYS 
THWARTPROST 


ALAIN PROST and Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
delighted the crowds with two solid runs 
as they returned to racing, but rain 
hampered their challenge and the wins 
went to the Dominique Dupuy/Francois 
Fiat (Saleen) and the Olivier 
Dupard/Patrice Goueslard (Viper). 

Dupard moved to the front 20 minutes 
into the initially wet first race, and Goueslard 
keptup the momentum towinas Prost 
struggled on wettyres and dropped from 
thirdto sixth atthe flag. Gabriel Balthazard 
andJérdme Policand putin stirring drive on 
slicks to bring their Ferrari 550 Maranello up 
from 21stto third place. 

Dupuy rana great firststintin race two to 
setup awin completed by Fiat, while a slow 
stop dropped the Prost carto sixth, before 
Jabouille battled up to fourth. Patrick 
Bornhauserand Olivier Thévenin were 
second in their Viper. 

i by Andrew Jewitt 


he shared with Masataka Yanagida 
on pole in the newsingle lap ‘Super 
Lap’ shoot-out. 

Itwas Orido and Motoyama who 
made the early running though. 
Motoyama led first in the Nissan, 
before being passed in traffic by 
Orido in the Toyota. 

Motoyama then regained the 
top spot before it was time to hand 
over to Lyons. 

Lyons immediately set about 
building a bigger lead over 
Schwager and even managed to 
hold on to his advantage when he 
lost second gear and then third. 


Race 1 1 Patrice Goueslard/Olivier 
Dupard (Chrysler Viper GTS-R), 36 laps in 
1h00m31.723s; 2 Antoine Leclerc/Thierry Stepec 
(Chrysler), +1m27.955s; 3 Jéréme Policand/Gabriel 
Balthazard (Ferrari 550 Maranello); 4 Dany 
Snobeck/Yvan Lebon (Chrysler); 5 Olivier 
Thévenin/Patrick Bornhauser (Chrysler); 6 Alain 
Prost/Jean-Pierre Jabouille (Chrysler); etc, FLRace 21 
Francois Fiat/Dominique Dupuy (Saleen $7R), 39 laps 
in 1h00m44.342s; 2 Thévenin/Bornhauser,+27.505s; 
3 Mathieu Zangarelli/Gérard Bleynie (Chrysler); 4 
Prost/Jabouille; 5 Anthony Beltoise/Jean-Luc 
Blanchemain (Chrysler); 6 Goueslard/Dupard; etc. 


The Briton was eventually left with 
only one gear and the carwas 
retired. “I was reluctant to give up 
after such a solid performance, but 
there was no other option,” 
admitted Lyons. 

That left Schwager in charge, 
chased by the TOM’S Supra of 
Takeshi Tsuchiya and James 
Courtney. The Australian closed in 
on Schwager over the balance of 
the race, but was still 3.494sec 
adrift at the flag. 

Third place wentto Toshihiro 
Kaneishi and Erik Comas in their 
Hasemi Motorsport Nissan. 
Kaneishi had moved the car up 
from ninth on the grid to fifth 
before handing over to the French 
veteran, who battled past two 
Hondas during his closing stint to 
secure the final podium slot. 

Daisuke Ito and Ralph Firman 
brought the first of the revised 
Honda NSXs home fourth. 


Nogaro (F), March 27/28, Rd1/8 


AYARIDOUBLES 
UPFORPEUGEOT 


SOHEILAYARI bagged bothwins as the 
Pescarolo Sport Peugeot 407s showed the 
way toa disappointing 11-carfield. 

Eric Hélary was on pole in the other 407 
and led most of race one, but Ayari demoted 
himwith two lapsto go. 


Alain Prost teamed up with Jean-Pierre Jabouille and secured a 
sixth and fourth place inthe French GT Championship races at Nogaro 


= = JuanManuelSilva’s Honda Civic, Esteban 


New front and rear bodywork 
and engine revisions have given 
the Honda 10 percent more 
downforce and 10 per cent more 
power and the car showed the i 
potential for stronger results, once 
itis alittle better sorted. | 
Wi by Jiro Takahashi | 


1 Manabu Orido/Dominik Schwager | 
(Toyota Supra), 82 laps in 2h02m29.899s; 2 Takeshi | 
Tsuchiya/James Courtney (Toyota), +3.494s;3 Toshihiro | 
Kaneishi/Erik Comas (Nissan Fairlady 2; 4 Daisuke | 
Ito/Ralph Firman (Honda NSY); 5 Tsugio Matsuda/Andre 
Lotterer (Honda); 6 Tatsuya Kataoka/Sakon Yamamoto 
(Toyota); 7 Ryo Michigami/Takashi Kogure (Honda); 
8 Andre Couto/Ronnie Quintarelli (Toyota); 9 Naoki | 
Hattori/Shigekazu Wakisaka (Toyota); 10 Sébastian | 
Philippe/Jérémie Dufour (Honda); etc. Fastestlap Satoshi | 
Motoyama (Nissan), 1m26.350s, Points 1 | 
Orido/Schwager, 22; 2 Tsuchiya/Courtney, 15; 
3 Kaneishi/Comas, 12; 4 to/Firman, 9;5 Matsuda/Lotterer, | 
6; Kataoka/Yamamoto, 5; 7 Michigami/Kogure, 4; 8 
Couto/Quintarell, 3; 9=Motoyama/Richard Lyons, Michael. | 
Krumm/Masataka Yanagida, & Hattori/Wakisaka, 2; tc. 


The Pescarolo duo made shortwork of 
the reverse-grid race two as well, with Ayari 
again finishing ahead of Hélary. 

Wi by Andrew Jewitt 

Race 1 1 Soheil Ayari (Peugeot 407), 16 
laps in 25m17.064s; 2 Eric Hélary (Peugeot 407), 
+6.122s; 3 Grégory Guilvert (Peugeot 406 Coupé); 4 Eric 
Debard (Peugeot 406 Coupé); 5 Jean-Luc Beaubelique 
(Peugeot 406 Coupé); 6 Gilles Chatelain (Peugeot 406 
Coupé); etc. Race 2 1 Ayari, 16 laps in 25m41.014s; 2 
Hélary,+4.887s; 3 Guilvert; 4 Debard; 5 Chatelain; 6Gilles & 
Duqueine Opel (Astra Coupé); etc Points 1 Ayari, 42; 2 = 
Hélary, 31; 3 Guilvert, 24; 4, Debard, 20; 5 Chatelain, 14. 


\CELO FIBERTEL 


Parana (RA), March 27, Rd 2/14 


ROSSI LUCKS IN 


SERIES NEWCOMER Matias Rossi scored 
victory in only his second TC2000 outing 
aboard one of the works Pro Racing 
Chevrolet Astras. The Formula Renault 
graduate hitthe frontwhen atrio battling for 
the lead went offon oil, and held on under 
pressure to the flag. 

Gabriel Ponce de Léon led initially but by 
lap 10 the battle at the frontwas between 


Tuero (VW Polo) and Norberto Fontana in 

the Toyota Corolla, but on lap 14 that scrap 

came to an abruptend aftera spilt oil slick 

sentthe pack spinningin all directions. 
Rossi grabbed the lead and resisted 

Martin Basso’s attack to the end. 

Wi byTony Watson 


in 44m55.239s; 2 Martin Basso (Honda Civic), +0.857s; 
3 Esteban Tuero (VW Polo); 4 Christian Ledesma 
(Chevrolet); 5 Oscar Fineschi (Honda Civic); 6 Nelson 
Garcia (Ford Focus); etc. FLGabriel Ponce de Len (Ford), 
1m34.574s (99.70mph). Points 1 Rossi, 29; 2 Emiliano 
Spataro, 23; 3 Ledesma, 20; 4 Basso, 16; 5 Guillermo 
Ortelli, 15; 6 Tuero, 14; etc. 
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BUSCH SERIES 
ROOKIEReed Sorenson tooka 
comfortable maiden series win over 
Kenny Wallace at Nashville, the 19-year- 
oldfinishinga monster 14.417secin 
front. Shane Hmiel was third and points 
leader Carl Edwards fourth. 


BELCAR GT 

MARC GOOSSENS and David Hartwon 
the opening round ofthe championship 
atZolderin their Chevrolet Corvette CSR. 
They passed the Viper of early leaders and 
defending champions Bert Longin and 
Anthony Kumpen onlap sixand pulled 
away to record a comfortable victory. 


FRENCH CARRERA CUP 
ANTHONY BELTOISEwon both races at 
Nogaro, while James Ruffier and Cyril 
Helias each tooka second place finish. 


FRENCH 

FORMULA RENAULT 
WESTLEY BARBER tookawin andafifth 
place at Nogaro ashe started his French 
championship campaign. That puts him 
behind Laurent Groppiin the points—the 
Frenchman drove to awin anda close 
second place. 


ARGENTINE 
FORMULA RENAULT 
LUCAS BENAMO, son of 1982 British F3 
racer Enrique, led from lap one at Parana, 
after pole-sitter Damian Cassino threwit 
all away only 500 metres after the start. 
Mariano Werner chased Benamoallthe 
way to secure the runner-up spot. 


Matias $ Rossi kept his 
others spun to winin TC2000 


1 Matias Rossi (Chevrolet Astra), 27 laps 


EDITOR EDD STRAW 
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ALL THE NATIONAL & CLUB RACE, RALLY AND HISTORIC NEWS. PLUS FULL RESULTS ROUND-UP 


Asian Formula BMW competitors raced at 


Bahrainin one of last year's Fl support races AUTOSPORT 


bla 
@®@ee 


IF the World Final can become 
anything like the Formula Ford 
Festival (Brands Hatch’s 1988 
showcase is pictured below) once 
was, thenitcan only bea good thing 
forjuniorsingle-seater racing. BMW 
hasalong-term commitmentto the 


a opiiniay Sc eek oe cat ie hy formula, so this event canbe 


ET eS ET . 
GULF AIR @fati(ipb 


r ee Joc Ta. 
witnessedit, asthe region’s 
citizens are still learning about life 
outside Formula 1. 

The facilities at Sakhirare 
world-class, and BMW has chosen 
wisely —there’s enough garage 
and paddock space fora vast field to 
be accommodated. 

One concern, however, is thatthe 
tracklayout might dwarfthe 140bhp 


BMWHAS confirmed that the 

winner of its inaugural World Final 

event in Bahrain in December will 

receive the test chance ofa 
lifetime in a BMW Williams F1 car. 

In addition, the field of drivers drawn from 
the four Formula BMW championships 
currently run in Britain, Germany, Asia and the 
USA will fight for a $60,000 (£33,000) purse 
at the event, to be held on December 16. 

Full details of the four-day event’s format 
have not been finalised, but itis understood 
that the entry will not be limited. Response 
from the British teams has been positive. 

Carlin Motorsport Formula BMW boss 
Steve Hollman said: “It’s wonderful—we all 
support international races. It’s a good choice 
of venue given the time of the year, and 
Bahrain is about as central as you can get 
between all the championships. 

“Survival will be key to victory. The idea 
reminds me of how the Formula Ford Festival 


expected to remain part of the 
motorsport calendar. Provided there 
ishelp with transport costs, there 
should bea big turnout. 


The choice of a Gulf venue forthe 
winterrace is not surprising and 
follows recent trends -the FIAGT 
Championship made its first visitto 
Dubailastyearand Moto GP helda 
round in Qatar. Bahrain provided 
decent racing inits first Formula 1 
race and unforgettable action in last 
year’s F3 Superprix. Sadly, few 


motorcycle-engined Formula BMW 

used to be—there could be 60 cars. Drivers same weekend as the FBMW showdown. cars. Eventhe F3 drivers complained 
will really have to use their brains.” @ Andy Priaulx will demonstrate a BMW | that the track andits vast 

Motaworld owner Alan Waite added: “It’s a Williams F1 car at Rockingham’s BMW Power start/finish straight and wide turns 
good idea and we'll definitely look at it. It Festival over the weekend of May 21/22. The were too big. Having said that, the 
should become a world showcase. Itis a weekend also features stand-alone rounds of amount of overtaking made fora 
fantastic facility, andthe only downside could — the Formula BMWGB championship. great spectacle. 
be getting the equipment there. But that if NR Tat 
shouldn't be a problem if BMW help us out.” 

Reigning Formula BMW GB champion Tim 
Bridgman, who steps up to British Formula 3 
this year, welcomed the initiative: “I’m going 
to try and get down there to watch it! There 
will be alot ofincentive pride-wise, as well as 
that chance of an F1 test. 

“Watching 35 or 40 BMWs towing each 
other down the long straight and fighting for 
a Williams test is going to be awesome.” 

The Bahrain event follows the circuit’s 
successful hosting of a GT Festival and 
Formula 3 Super Prix late last year. A return for . 
F3 and GTis still under negotiation, but such : Se Bahrain's F3 cucut bss’ December 
races would be unlikely to take place on the “* provided memorable race action 
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NATIONAL NEWS ECLIPSE SWITCHES TO PLAN B > WINROWSIGNS UP FOR 
IN BRIEF 


FFORD OPENSSITE 
Organisers of the National 
Formula Ford Championship 
have launched an official website 
at www.formulaford.co.uk. 


REESGETSREADY 

Peter Rees gained the final licence 
upgrade signature to move into 
Formula Renault UK with Scorpio 
Motorsport by racing an lain 
Rowley FF2000 Delta (below) at 
Donington Park last Sunday. He 
also marshalled at Thruxton. 


ae MONSTER MOSLER 
Eclipse Motorsport’s new Mosler MT900R had 
its first outing at Donington Park last week, 
although its running was curtailed by a crash 


ECLIPSE SWAPS CARS 


ECLIPSEMOTORSPORT has been 
forced to borrow the 2003 British GT 
Championship-winning Mosler from 
European importer Martin Short after a 
mystery test crash sidelined its own MT900 ahead 
of this weekend's British series opener. 

Piers Johnson lost control of the car on the 
approach to McLeans in testing at Donington Park. 
The team is still trying to establish the cause. 

Eclipse boss John Griffiths said: “We still don’t 
know what happened. We're going through all the 


BLOSSON TOP 

Series driver representative 
Martin Bloss led the way in 
Formula Renault BARC 
Championship Club Class testing 
atSnetterton last week. He 
lapped over halfa second faster 
than Cameron Jackson, brother 
of German Formula BMW race 
winner Dominik. 


MICK WALKER 


round, but big thanks go to Martin for letting us 
borrow his car. We've got our own engine and 
gearbox init for Donington this weekend.” 

Johnson will drive in Sunday's two-hour enduro, 
although the identity of his partner is unknown. 
Shaun Balfe was a candidate early this week. 

Meanwhile, Julian Westwood will return to 
full-time racing again this season when he 
shares a Team Parker Racing Porsche GT3 with 
Martin Rich. 

Westwood said: “It’s good to be racing again, 


does. | work with the team anyway as an engineer 
on their Carrera Cup programme. 

“We've gota fair chance of winning in the GT3 
class. Martin has a good turn of speed when he 
hangs it all together, so we've got as gooda shot at 
the championship as anybody. It will all hang ona 
bit of luck and Martin gaining more experience.” 

The programmeis the first foray into British GT 
racing for the TPR outfit. 

Team boss Stuart Parker said: “It’s a logical 
progression for the team. We want to keep 


GORNALLGOESCLIO 
Former Formula Renault UK 
Championship driver James 
Gornall took his first laps in a Clio 
Cup carin lastweek’s test at 
Snetterton. The 2003 FRenault 
BARC Champion, whois still 
trying to raise the budget to 
continue his single-seater career, 
setthe 13th fastest time with 


Boulevard Team Racing. TCR data, but we can’tfind any reason for it. and, touch wood, it should be for the whole year. developing. It’s a standard car. We will start the 
driver Jonathan Adam topped the “We should have the car fixed for the second Nowadays, racing has to fitin with mylife,andthis | season like that and take it from there.” 
times overall. 


DTM ASTRA MAKES BRITCAR BOW BARBER OPENS SCORE 


STEVEHIRST’S Vauxhall Astra DTM safety carinterventiontoleadonce — hourbecause the caris not WESTLEY BARBER kicked off his mate, Pippa Mann, who 

car flew on its Britcar debut at more before going offagain. equipped for refuelling. Hirstis French Formula Renaulttitle raced in British FRenault last 
Silverstone on Saturday, although Hirst said: “Itwas lack ofdriving _ planning to take advice on setting bid with awin and afifth place year, was 18thand 31stinthe 
itsfuel-limitedruntohalf-distance ability, simple as that. | went off uptheAstrato take onfuelinmid- § atNogarolast weekend. two events. 

was compromised by driver errors. more than once, and then [team- race. Hirst and Wood plan to return The Comtec Racing driver Former Formula BMW 


The former DTM German 
touring car series machine 
qualified second and led from the 
start, before an off-track moment 
dropped Hirst down the field. He will be the business when we do.” run atthe Goodwood Festival of Racing’s Laurent Groppileads 
then made up ground after an early The pair could only runforan SpeedinJune. the points standings after 
pElee d us taking a win anda second place. 

. oe oe Barber's Comtecteam- 


MAZDA CLASS OF FIELD 


mate] Ric Wood went off, too. 

“But the caris bloody quick, 
especially in a straight line. We just 
need to learn howto driveit. We 


for one ortwo more Britcar outings, 
although their main priority is the 
Dutch Supercar Challenge. 

The carhas also been invited to 


followed up his solid fifth in 
race onewith alights-to-flag 
victory inthe second race. 
Despite his performance, Graff 


frontrunner Philip Glewalso 
made his French Formula 
Renault debut after securing a 
late deal to return tothe 
category he last racedinin 
2003. He was unable to start 
the second race after failing to 
finish the opener. 


JUNOTAKESABOW 
The newJuno SS3-V6 made 

its racing debutin last 
Saturday’s Britsports/Gold Arts 
season-opener at Silverstone 
(above). Dave Mountain and 
Andreas Halkiopoulos battled 
oversteer to claim third place in 
the first race, but failed to finish 


the second. MAZDA’S NEW works-backed RX-8 Firman said: “I can’t quite believe 
wonits class on its Production S1 it—it’s an amazing result. The only 
ROBINSON’SFERRARI debut at Silverstone’s European problems were the seat coming 
Sometime British GT Endurance Racing Club opener. loose and getting stuck in third gear 
Championship driver Keith FormulaWoman champion forthe last three laps.” 


Robinson returned to the cockpit 
ofa Ferrari in last Saturday's 
Britcar opener after the Corvette 
he was lined up to drive hit oil 
pressure problems in the week 
before the race. He was third in 
class 3 sharing Witt Gamski’s 355. 
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Hirst was rapid, but 
Bi 


MICK WALKE! 


Natasha Firman and Mark 
Ticehurst piloted the Guglielmi 
Motorsport-prepared car to Class C 
victory and fifth overall, although 
Firman’s late spin at Luffield meant 
she almost lost out to Ben Salmon’s 
Honda Civic-R. 


Ticehurst said: “Mazda are over 
the moon, and rightly so. The car 
performed brilliantly from start to 
finish, with consistently fast pace 
once we were in clean air. I’m 
really pleased, consideringit’s the 
cars firstrun in competition. 


IR 


FORMER SEAT Cupra 
Championship racer 
Ben Winrow has signed 


up forthe Renault Clio Cup with 
Total Control Racing. 

The 19-year-old from 
Northamptonshire did the deal last 
week after an impressive outing for 
the team during official testing for 
the series at Snetterton. 

Winrow, aformer Caterham 
Academy champion, hada one-off 
race at Donington Park last 
September, and decided to makea 
full-time switch to Clios, 

He said: “The test went very well 
indeed, and I’m looking forward to 


(LIOCUP > DTM ASTRA MAKES BOW INBRITCARS 


WINROW TO 
RACE CLIOS 


racing in the Clio Cup this season. 
llooked at doing another season 
in SEAT, butthe budgetis too 
unrealistic. The Clio Cup is much 
more cost-effective. 

“The cars are great fun to drive, 
and having adapted to the Clio so 
quickly, I’m confidentwe can be 
right up there throughoutthe year, 
regularly challenging for podiums 
and, hopefully, race wins.” 

There was another ex-Cupra 
racerin action atSnetterton. 
Stephen Colbertwas sixth fastest for 
Mardi Gras Motorsport. Team-mate 
Amy Chambers completed just 
three laps before rolling her Clio. 


> Winrow briefly raceda 


Clio last year for Aurok 


HOHENTHAL ON TOP 


AGAIN INFRENAULT 


SEBASTIAN Hohenthal 
underlined his status asatitle 
contenderinthe Formula 
Renault UK Championship by 
last week topping the testing 
timesheets for the thirdtime. 
Fourweeks ago, the Swede 
seta new outright Formula 
Renault UK lap recordat 
Snetterton, and was fastest 
again last week when testing at 
the Norfolk circuit. 
Hohenthal’s besttime was 
nearly three-tenths quicker 
than Fortec Motorsportteam- 


we NATIONAL ROUND-UP 


TCARMAN MOVES 
TO VW RACING CUP 
DAN THACKERAY will become 
the Volkswagen Racing Cup’s 
youngest driver after signing 
up to race a Saxon Motorsport- 
prepared Corrado VR6. 

The 16-year-old was voted 
Driver of the Year in lastyear’s 
TCarChampionship, finishing 
third in his maiden season. 

He said: “Most people my 
age want to bein Formula 1, 
but! am realisticenough to 
know thatis unlikely. lwantto 
race touring cars, and thisis 
the best place to learn.” 


mate Stuart Hall, who, despite 
an inconsistent pre-season, is 
sureto beincontention forthe 
championship after winning 
the Winter Seriesin November. 

Team aka driverJames 
Jakes was third fastest, ahead 
ofaka stablemate Alex 
Storckenfeldt, and Stephen 
Simpson of TeamJLR. 

The final test before the 
season gets underway is at 
Thruxton on April 1, ahead of 
the opening round at 
Donington Park on April 9/10. 


PONS TO JOIN 
RENAULT EUROCUP 
TOP RENAULT World Series team 
Pons Racingwill run two carsin the 
supporting Formula Renault 
Eurocup this season. 

Pons, which helped Heikki 
Kovalainen to the title last season, 
willfield cars forSpaniards Dani 
Clos and Miguel Molina. Both 
drivers are sponsored by the Circuit 
de Catalunya. 

Prema driver Kamui Kobayashi 
was fastest over two days of testing 
forthe series atthe Le Mans Bugatti 
circuit lastweek. Westley Barber, 
the only Briton to attend, was 21st. 


i 


TO WATCH 


SEBASTIAN 
HOHENTHAL 


MAFR 


THE TOP of the timesheets in 
Formula Renault UK testing 
has been hogged for most of 
the pre-season by an 
unexpected name. 

Sebastian Hohenthal has 
overshadowed his Fortec 
Motorsport team-mate, 
Winter Series champion 
Stuart Hall, who is hotly 
tipped as title favourite. 

Hohenthal signed for 
Fortec’s Renault squad 
without much hype, perhaps 
because he didn’t manage 
towina race on his way to 
fourth place in the UK 
Formula Ford Championship 
last year. 

The Swede does know 
howto win, though, having 
lifted the Nordic FFord 
and UK FFord Winter 
Championships in 2003. 

Nowarmed with 
knowledge of the British 
circuits and ateam 
renowned for getting the 
best out ofits drivers, 
Hohenthal could springa 
surprise ifhe can learn to 
race the cars around him. 


WINGFIELD LOOKS 
FOR LATE DEBUT 
JAMES WINGFIELDis set fora 
late start to the year in either 
Formula BMW or Formula 
Renault after the Donington 
Park TOCA season-opener on 
April 9/10. 

Wingfield isin discussions 
with BMW outfit Pegasus 
Motorsport and FRenault UK 
regular entrant Falcon 
Motorsport to join either 
championship at Thruxton on 
April 30/May 1. Heand his 


backers will be at Doningtonto 


evaluate the two series. 


HUMBLE PYE 


MARCUS 
PYE 


“TH IS WAS RACING OF 
THE OLD SCHOOL, AND 
FOR THE HELL OF IT” 


THEEASTERHOLIDAY is always eagerly 
anticipated among racing-starved fans, for 
itiswhen the season really takes off. Alas, 
Thruxton’s Formula 2 International is 
history, but'm happy to reportthat on last 
weekend's evidence, parts of Britain’s club 
scene are vibrant. 

Easter came early this year, and while 
Sunday's HSCC championship curtain-raiser at 
Donington and Monday's BRSCC South West 
opener at Castle Combe were very different 
weather-wise, the cream of the action was first 
Class. Which augurs well for the months ahead, 

Pre-1972 Formula Ford 1600 produced 
sensational racing, authentic to the period, ata 
freezing cold Donington. While one yellow flag 
scenario split what was building into a stellar 
lead battle, a subsequent infringement was as 
crass as the decision not to have marshals 
gridding the cars properly. It may have saved 
time, but the formations were a shambles. And 
Derek Bell Trophy cars need staggered grids... 

Another race which lifted the gloom was 
the Classic F3 encounter, in which debutant 
AlexAmes drove an untested Chevron B38 — 
collected from Germany the previous week— 
toatremendous second place. A useful if 
not super-successful Formula Fordster, the 
25-year-old demonstrated the progression to 
which predecessors of the’70s aspired. Then 
a multi-marque class, it was so much more 
interesting than today’s equivalent. Watch Alex, 
he will win races this year! 

Once thick fog lifted to reveal a sun-bathed 
Combe in allits verdant splendour, and hungry 
racegoers lining the banks, there were more 
treats in store the following day. 

Again a debutant stole the show on the local 


Fans lined the banks at Castle Combe where 
they enjoyed saloon and historic raci ti 


stage. Sprinter Keith Murray's victory in the 
popular resident saloon series opener brought 
plaudits to the Audi A4 Quattro pilot. When 
Gary Prebble and Nick Mizen return in their 
swift Rover Tomcats, with Mark Wyatt’s 
Vauxhall Astra and the screaming Peugeot 
206s of Brian and Ilsa Cox, it could be one of the 
country's best championships. 

Butitwas the Top Hat organisation's brand 
of Historic events which really caught the 
imagination. A sensational saloon car entry did 
not disappointin the first hour-long race, and 
the Cloth Cap sportscar equivalent provided 
one of the finest battles for many ayear, with 
three local favourites in its midst. 

Charting the titanic tussle which embroiled 
DD300, the ex-Le Mans Austin- 
Healey 3000 of Julian 
Bronson/Chris Clarkson, 
fellow Bristolian Ted 
Williams in his newly- 
acquired 
Chevrolet 
Corvette and 
Michael Steele in 
VPA 9, the HWM-Jagua 
which Australian Tony Ga 
Gaze racedin the’50s, could ee 
have filled my report on its own! 

Steele eventually won eighth place by 
four tenths ofa second from Clarkson, but the 
cars constantly swapped places, without 
trading paint! And their drivers emerged 
beaming, to slap each other on the back—not 
round the chops, like today’s professionals 
seek to do—which was a joy for all to behold. 
This was racing of the old school, and forthe 
hell of it. The audience appreciated that. 
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IN BRIEF 


BUTCHER’S OPEN 
Keith Butcher will race an ex- 
Cirtek Motorsport Porsche 911 
GT3-RSin the Porsche Open 
series this year. The 2000- 
vintage car was originally run 
by Dick Barbour Racing in the 
American Le Mans Series. 


THORNTON’SF3 BMW 
BMW Heidegger power made 

its Classic Formula 3 debut at 
Donington last Sunday in Tom 
Thornton’s Argo JM3. The former 
7SOMC Kit Car racer acquired 
the ex-Bruno Eichmann chassis, 
which replaces his March 743, 
from Germany. 


ATLANTIC CROSSING 
Mike Campbell-Cole returned to 
the cockpit of a Formula Atlantic 
carfor the first time in 33 years at 
Donington Park last Sunday. He 
finished 10th in the Derek Bell 


Trophy in a Brabham BT40 (below). 


MONSON’S 19F 

John Monson gave his ex-Ken 
Fildes Crossle 19F its debutin 
the Derek Bell Trophy race at 
Donington Park last Sunday. 


LUKEINHARNESS 

Luke Clark-Bagnall, 16, acquitted 
himself well in father Adam 
Bagnall’s triple 70s Road Sports 
title-winning Triumph GT6 with 
third in class on his debut. 


SCOTTISHLEGENDS 
Afurtherfive graduates from the 
Scottish Legends Championship 
will join reigning champion 
Derek Pierce in the National 
series this year. Winter champion 
Dave Newsham, Chris Greive, 
Daniel Clark and Jeff Stewart will 
all make the move. 


PHOENIX RISING 
Aseries of races for single- 
seaters of 1959-'89 vintage will 
be staged by the Scottish Motor 
Racing Club at Knockhill this 
year. Only cars without 
aerodynamic aids can be run, 
with early’60s F1 cars, Formula 
Ford 1600s and Formula 
Vauxhalls expected to compete. 


STOCKTONBOW 

Ex TVR Tuscan and GT racer Chris 
Stockton made his Silhouette 
debut at Oulton Parkina 
Peugeot 206. The caris the first 
of the class, with Duratec? litre 
engines powering a CDL built 
chassis that can take either the 
Peugeot or Ford Puma shells. 


ROY DEMPSTER 


sat a FACT: DEREK MCGARRITY 
IS ONLY THE THIRD MAN 
TO TAKE A CIRCUIT HAT- 

TRICK. ROGER CLARK AND 


JIMMY McRAE ALSO DID IT 


McGarrity’s Subaru Impreza flew 
toa Circuit of Ireland hat-trick 


McGARRITY’S HAT-TRICK 


losing by 18.2 seconds. 


Nesbitt led throughout the first day of the rally 
before hitting a chicane and then suffering 


FLEETWOOD IN 
CIRCUIT DEBUT 


DOUBLE British Hillclimb 
Champion Adam Fleetwood 
made his circuit racing debut 
at Silverstone last Saturday. 

Fleetwood exchanged his 
more familiar Gould-NME XB 
GR55 fora vastly less potent 
Van Diemen Formula Ford 
machine, claiming a second 
anda fifth place. 

Fleetwood, who 
completed the racesin 
pursuit of a National A 
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DEREK MCGARRITY completeda 
hat-trick of Circuit of Ireland victories 
after holding offa late challenge from 
the delayed Andrew Nesbitt. 
McGarrity, driving a Subaru Impreza 
WRC S9 and co-driven by Dermot O’Gorman, 
headed into the final stage at St Angelo with less 
than three seconds in hand over Nesbitt and co- 
driver James O’Brien. However, Nesbitt slid into a 
slurry pit while trying to close the gap, ultimately 


clutch problems on Sunday's opening stage. 
Nesbitt was unimpressed at losing time in the 
chicane, which he claimed was not set up as 
indicated in the official event road book. 

He reclaimed top spot on stage 11, but then 
suffered a right-rear puncture and dropped back 
to third behind both McGarrity and the Toyota 
Corolla WRC of Eugene Donnelly. He reclaimed 
second when Donnelly retired on the third day 
with a broken differential, but was denied a 
remarkable comeback by his last-stage off. 

McGarrity, who suffered his own misfortunes 
in the rally after damaging a wheel early in the 


event, said: “To be honest | thought we were 
going to get it from Cookstown on. My luck had 
changed for the better, with the damaged wheel 
and the Pirelli tyre not going down.” 

Eamonn Boland and Francis Reagan were 
third in their Subaru Impreza WRC, with Austin 
MacHale—one of the pre-event favourites — 
taking fifth in his Ford Focus WRC after battling 
anumber of car problems on the first day. 

Garry Jennings marked his first Circuit of 
Ireland finish with Group N victory and seventh 
overall in his Mitsubishi Lancer, holding off Alan 
Nesbitt’s Impreza. 


TAJIMA MONSTERS RACE 


NOBUHIRO “Monster” Tajima more than 11 seconds ahead of earned anine-second 


| Suzuki V6 turbo hillclimb special 


up the nine-mile Southern Alps 
coursein8m10.844s—atime 


Impreza that was originally 
earmarked for sadly-missed 
local hero Possum Bourne, and 


took his sixth win in New former World Rally ace advantage over Kiwi Mitsubishi 
| Zealand’sRacetothe Sky Kenneth Eriksson. star Andrew Hawkeswood. 
| hillclimb atthe weekend. Swedish driver Eriksson Californian-based New 
| The Japanese drivertookhis droveahighly-modifiedSubaru Zealander and Pikes Peak 


record-holder Rod Millen 
was close behind infourthin 
a Toyota Tundra V8 truck. 


licence to contest around of 
the Porsche Carrera Cup GBin 
the Autosport-backed VIP 
car, said: “I really enjoyed it. | 
didn’t make the most of 
qualifying —with 26 cars out 
there, the trackwas crowded! 
Although being inthe mixin 
the second race was more 
helpful for experience.” 

Fleetwood will also 
defend his British hillclimb 
crown this year. 


Tajima ‘monsters’ the 
Suzuki to his sixth win 


TO THE SKY FOR SIXTH WIN 
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ALAN BARR1958-2005 


SCOTTISH RALLYING was 

in a state of shock at the 
weekend following the unex- 
pected announcement of the 
death of Alan Barr. 

He collapsed at the wheel 
while competing on the Border 
Counties Rally the previous 
weekend and, despite the 
prompt and efficient attention 
from spectators, paramedics, 
the rescue helicopter crew and 
doctors and staff at Newcastle 
General Hospital, Alan passed 
away in the early hours of last 
Friday morning. 

From the moment he 
switched to four wheels from 
two in 1993, Alan quickly 
became one of the most 
popular and likeable characters 
on the rallying scene. Even 
when things were going wrong 
the smile and the fun were 
never far away. 


Like many, he started with 
a Ford Escort Mkll before 
switching to a series of Subaru 
Imprezas. One of his most 
cherished achievements was 
winning the AK Stevenson 
Trophy on the 1998 Network Q 
RAC Rally for the top-placed 
Scottish driver overall. 

His passion for the sport 
was expressed in other areas 
too, where he supported a 
number of initiatives to help 
youngsters get started in the 
sport and sponsored the Albar 
Kames Trophy Rally, an event 
aimed at the inexperienced 
and the newcomer. 

Alan was a generous and 
gentle man, and to Moira, 
Ashley and Pamela, his family, 
and wide circle of friends both 
within and outside rallying and 
motorsport, Autosport extends 
its deepest sympathy. 


DORAN IMPRESSED 


PAT DORAN finished an 
encouraging fifth on the debut 
of his new Fiesta-based Supercar 
inthe opening round of the British 
Rallycross Championship at 
Lydden Hill on Easter Monday. 

Despite never having driven the 
car before itarrived at Lydden, 
Doran setthe second besttime of 
the day in the third qualifying heat, 
andwas impressed bythe 
performance ofthe brand-new 
MDV-built machine. 

Doran said: “The turbo hose 


> Doranwasdelighted with | 
his new Fiesta rallycrosser | 


ZANARDI PROTEGE 
INJURED INITALY 
KARTER Martin Plowman 
suffered serious injuries after 
crashing in the Italian Open 
International Championship 
at Lonato last Saturday, 
Plowman went offona 
patch of water at the ultra-fast 
first corner, hitting the barrier 
and another driver standing 
close by after crashing earlier. 
Plowman underwent 
surgery toa punctured lung, 
andis expected to remainin 
Italy forthree more weeks 
before returning home. 


came offin the firstand second heat 
so|justhad to drive round with no 
power. Butitwas okay in the third 
anditwas the first time | was able 

to really get going. 

“There’s so much grip in the 
comers, it’s absolutely amazing, 
butit’s given usa problem because 
Ineed to be half-a-gearhigher 
everywhere than normal so we 
need to getsome different ratios 
sorted out.” 

The car's next appearanceis due 
to be atMondello Park on April 24. 


WILLIS SETS PACE 
AT HAREWOOD 
TREVOR Willis setthe fastest time 
of the day in Harewood's opening 
Hillclimb event of the season in 
his OMS CF04. 

Willis was one of five OMS 
driversto make the top ten in 
taxing conditions, with a greasy 
track surface throughout the day, 
beating the similar, 1300ccSuzuki 
Hayabusa-powered machine of 
OMS boss Steve Owen. 

Mike Smyth rolled his Sylva 
Strikeron the Quarry Straight, but 
emerged unscathed despite heavy 
car damage. 


HALSBURY 
GT BREAKS 
COVER 


FORMER British GT racer Ben 
McLoughlin gave the Halsbury 
05 Special GT carits debutat 
Castle Combe on Monday. 

Designed by Nick Taylor, 
the wishbone-suspended 
spaceframe caris powered by a 
turbocharged Suzuki GSX-R 
motorcycle engine. 

Arecurrent oil temperature 
problem forced its early 
retirement, but not before 
McLoughlin had run fifth in 
the lead group headed by 
Norman Lackford’s Saxon-BDA. 

“We had wanted to build 
our own carfora longtime,” 
said Bristol-based Taylor. 

“Ben was the only drivermad 
enough to take us on.” 

The aluminium body is 
styled after the immortal 
Porsche 917/10 that raced in 
Can-Am during the early’70s, 


MURRAY 
SHAKES UP 
COMBE 


RACE debutant Keith Murray 
upset Castle Combe’s saloon 
establishment by winning 
Monday's National Mobile 
Windscreens championship 
openerin his Audi A4 Quattro. 

The 43-year-old also 
scooped the Driver ofthe Day 
award, having beaten the 
Subaru Impreza of Combe 
regular Steve Turvey. 

Murray, who previously 
sprinted a 750bhp, short- 
wheelbase Quattro, started 
building the A4 at Christmas, 
specifically forthe local series. 

“Whata start. Doesit get 
betterthan this?” said Murray. 

Spectators are already 
anticipating the confrontation 
between the A4 and former 
champion Gary Prebble’s Rover 
220 Turbo in future rounds. 


PROMISING FORM 
Pat Blakeney put his JRP- 
engined Vector MG95 on pole 
for Monday’s Castle Combe 
FF1600 opener, only forthe 
carto be sidelined onlap one. 

Anearlytap from Tim 
Reynolds sent Blakeney 
spinning on Avon Rise, anda 
subsequent contretemps 
ripped a cornerfrom the car. 
But Blakeney rewarded his 
crew’s tremendous effortin 
repairing it by finishing sixth 
inthe finale from the back 
ofthe grid. 


BLAKENEY SHOWS 


CATERHAM CLASH crahamsmith (142) and David Pearson (127) comefacetofaceinthe 
Caterham Graduate opener at Thruxton on Easter Monday. The pair collided atthe final chicaneina 
chain reaction caused by the race-leader running wide afew moments before 


GT GT BANGBANG feaNcLoughingavethe 


OLIVER READ 


COMBE SHROUD 
Events were delayed by fog at 
Combe on Easter Monday 


a 
e new Suzuki 
bike-powered Halsbury Special GT carits debut at Castle Combe on 
Monday. The carran fifth before oil temperature woesintervened 


MacHALE TRIUMPH carethvactalewon FRIENDS REUNITED 


last Sunday’s Tipperary Forest Stages. The Toyota Former BTCC champion Tim Harvey showed off 
Corolla WRC driver beat the similar car of John McCarthy his SierraRS500 at Mallory on Easter Monday 


Lotus Elise driver Barrie Whight had 
to abandon the blazing car earlyin 
~ Silverstone’s Britcarrace. The trouble 
_ WaStraced to a punctured oil cooler, 


"NATIONAL | “SILVERSTONE BRITCAR PRODUCTION SI BRITSPORTS DONINGTON PARK HSC 
EVUIERD ‘am 


{ > The Vauxhall Astra DTM took an | 


early lead in the Britcar opener 


SILVERSTONE 
INTERNATIONAL 
BRITCAR 


March 26 


LESLIEHAMMERS 
POINTS HOME 


DAVIDLESLIE and 
Harry Handkammer 
picked up where they 
left off last year by 
taking the opening Britcar clash in 
their rebuilt BMW M3 at Silverstone. 

On adrizzly afternoon, the pair 
saw off some faster opposition in 
the form of the colourful Vauxhall 
Astra DTM and the Parr Motorsport 
Porsche, each of which lacked the 
all-round driving ability of the 2004 
category winners. 

The race began dry, with 
Handkammer lining up seventh, 
though that effectively became 
sixth when the Neil and Geoffrey 
Waterworth Dodge Viper failed to 
take up its fourth-placed grid slot. 

Kelvin Burt had put the Parr GT3 
Cup entry on pole by more thana 
second, but Burt knewas well as 
anyone that he would be handing his 
car over to partner Bill Cameron, 
whowasrunningin his very first race. 

Burtlost the lead to the Astra 
before Copse. The DTM car was not 
equipped for refuelling and never 
planned to run for longer than an 
hour, but Steve Hirst’s early pace 
will surely make competitors try 
and keep a decent rig far away 
from the German flyer. 

Burt had re-taken the lead by 
Priory, though the Astra was keeping 


Wruys LEKS 


the Porsche in sight until Hirst had it 
onthe grass on the third lap. Itwas 
the first of several unforced errors 
that kept the car out of the hunt 
from then on, though it did take 
another brief spell at the front. 

“| ran out of driving ability and fell 
off under braking,” admitted Hirst. 
“Ricky [Wood] went off too after we 
changed, but the car was perfect.” 

Onlap four Burt’s 10 second lead 
was erased by the presence of the 
safety car. Barrie Whight had to ferry 
a flaming Lotus Elise back to the 
pits, where marshals extinguished 
the fiery motor. 

Racing began again on lap 14, 
with Burt and Hirst (about to fall 
off again) pulling clear of 
Handkammer and Craig Cole’s 
Ferrari. Cole was doing well in what 
was his and his co-driving brother 


fermen 


| & 


Elliott’s car racing debut. 

Behind that was a battle between 
Philip Harris’s Porsche, Terry 
Coleman’s Ferrari and the pair of 
Topcats Marcos Mantis machines. 

By lap 25 Burt’s lead had grown 
to 32 seconds—though Cole 
remained within striking distance 
of Handkammer. Another safety 
car period on lap 29 again undid 
most of Burt’s work and signalled a 
chance for most of the field to pit. 

That meant driver changes and it 
was always going to be asking alot 
to expect Cameron to hold off David 
Leslie for over an hour. The 
Porsche’s lead did not survive the 
first lap back under green, and 
fellow debutant Elliott Cole also 
slipped through immediately. lan 
Flux was hunting down Cameron for 
third too, after the safety car had left 


him almosta lap down at the restart. 
Leslie was barely threatened 
during the second half of the race, 
with a pleasant cushion to his 
name as rain came on lap 43. Itwas 
barely noticeable precipitation 
though, which could be why Jon 
Harrison got caught out at 
Woodcote corner on lap 45. 
Harrison walked away from the 
shunt, but he’d certainly beaten 
the Marcos left side about when it 
whacked the concrete wall. The 
incident triggered a third safety car, 
which meantit was as good atime 
as any for the leaders to come in 
and grab more appropriate rubber. 
The order was unchanged after 
the pitstops and pace car period, 
though Flux had again lost a lap after 
overtaking Cameron. He was 
unable to catch the Porsche man 


> Nigel Stephens leads Chris 
Nicholas early in Production S1 


either, as Cameron excelled in the 
wet and kept very close to Leslie’s 
times. He was rewarded at the very 
end bya gentle offand resultant 
pitstop from Cole, which gave 
Cameron a satisfying second place 
and the Class 1 victory. 

The Harris/Nigel Greensall 
Porsche had had trouble fixing a 
wheel and lost several laps solving 
the problem, which meantJohn 
George’s strong charge past the 
remaining Mantis would give him 
and Phil Bennett fifth overall and 
the class victory. 

Leslie cruised to a slightly early 
chequered flag as the noise curfew 
approached, saying afterwards: 
“We've got two drivers of similar 
pace, andwe stayed on the road 
while some of the others didn’t. It 
was a good solid race— just how 
we diditlastyear.” 

Production S1 ran a separate 
race, as will be customary this year, 
and, although it was dry, this was an 
equally entertaining encounter. 

Ultimately, nobody could live 
with the pole-sitting BMW of Nigel 
Stephens and Mark Smith, though 
had the sister car—started by the 
very same Smith and due to be 
handed over to David Cuff—not 
lost time in the garage on lap 17 
with technical ailments, it would 
have mounted a serious challenge. 

That meant that second position 
was settled in favour of Chris 
Nicholas, who was unable to 
prevent Stephens stretching his 
lead to almost 50 seconds just 
before the single round of stops. 

The driver change led to further 


on-track excitement however. 

Stephens was the last of the 
leaders to bring his car in and, when 
Smith took over, he found that 
Andreas Demetriou had been 
making substantial gains. There 
was a surge of interest as the gap 
dropped to the 13-second mark 
before Smith re-established a 
comfort zone and held it all the way 
tothe end. 

Solo runner Rick Kraemer 
brought his Ford Focus home third, 
two places ahead of the Class C- 
winning Mazda RX8 of Natasha 
Firman and Mark Ticehurst. Firman 
had done well to guide the cartoa 
tense debut win over a threatening 
Ben Salmon, despite alate spin and 
asticking gearbox on the final three 
laps of the race. 

lan Flux was a surprised 
aggregate winner of the Britsports & 
Gold Arts contest, which was run 
over two sprints of 45 minutes 
either side of the lunch break. 

A fifth anda second was just the 
kind of consistency Fluxie’s rivals 
could not muster. The Setters 
pairing won the first race but their 
Jade was feeling (and sounding) 
sickly in the second encounter and 
itfinished alap down. 

Austin Kinsella took his Radical 
SR8 to a convincing win in the 
second part, but overall victory was 
impossible after he had retired from 
the first event. He’d slowed 
suddenly exiting Abbey and got hit 
from behind by the unsuspecting 
Dominic Lesniewski, whose late- 
stopping strategy left him just two 
seconds short of the winning Jade 
before anondescript second race 
effortin the afternoon. 
by Richard Asher 


(2 HOURS) 1 David Leslie/Harry 
Handkammer (BMW M3 £36) 66 laps in 
1h56m55.547s (76.1 9mph); 2 Bill Cameron/Kelvin 
Burt (Porsche GT3 Cup) 1h57m58.973s; 3 Craig 
Cole/Elliott Cole (Ferrari 360 Modena GT); 4 lan 
Flux/Terry Coleman (Ferrari 360 Challenge); 5 John 
George/Phil Bennett (Peugeot 406 Coupé); 6 Mick 
Mercer/Richard Fores (Marcos Mantis), Class 
winner Cameron/Burt; _ George/Bennett. 
Fastest lap Steve Hirst/Rick Woods (Vauxhall 
Astra DTM) 1m25.262s (94.95mph). 
(2 HOURS) 1 Nigel 
Stephens/Mark Smith (BMW M3 E30) 73 laps in 
2h00m28.958s (81.78mph); 2 Andreas Demetriou/ 
Chris Nicholas (Honda Integra R) 2h00m45.482s; 3 
Rick Kraemer (Ford Focus); 4 Kevin Wells/Desmond 
Smail (Honda Civic Type R); 5 Natasha Firman/Mark 
Ticehurst (Mazda RX8); 6 Ben Salmon (Honda Civic R) 
CW Firman/Ticehurst; Mercer/Bennett Baggs (MG 
ZR) FL Stephens/Smith 1m35.165s (85.07mph). 
(90 
MINUTES) 1 Ian Flux/Michael Christophe 
(Radical Prosport) 64 laps in 1h33m05.352s; 2 
Duncan Williams/Pluck — (Radical Prosport) 
1h34m31.069s; 3 Doug Setters/Chris Setters (Jade 
Trackstar); 4 Dominic Lesniewski/Adrian Holey (Juno 
$53);5 Jonathan Potts/Peter Hobday (Chiron); Simon 
Fish (Radical SR3) FIL Andreas Demitriou (Radical 
SR8) 1m20.608s (100.44mph). (45 
MINUTES) 1 Setters/Setters 32 laps in 
45m52.238s; 2 Lesniewski/Holey 45m54.431s; 3 
David Mountain/Andreas Halkiopoulos; 4 Potts/ 
Hobday; 5 Christopher/Flux; 6 Duncan Williams/ 
Martin Pluck FL Demitriou 1m20.608 (100.44mph). 
(45 MINUTES) 1 Austin Kinsella 
(Radical SRB) 32 laps in 46m10.2215;2 Christopher/ 
Flux 46m22.676s; 3 Austin Reynolds/Nick Padmore 
(Radical SR8); 4 Williams/ Pluck; 5 Setters/Setters; 6 
Potts/Hobday. [FL Demitriou 1m20.971s 
(99.99mph). 


DONINGTON PARK 
HSCC 


March 27 


DOMINATES 
CHILLY DONINGTON 
GLOOMY, bitterly 
cold and gripless 
Donington may have 
been, but Steve 
Maxted’s Classic 
Formula 3 victory over inspired 
debutant Alex Ames anda 
scintillating Formula Ford 1600 
race highlighted Sunday’s 
Historic Sports Car Club season 
opener. 

Maxted zapped his Argo JM6 
past Richard Trott’s Ralt RT1 in 
traffic on lap four, by which time 
Ames had worked his Chevron B38 
up from fifth to third. Ames dived 
boldly inside Trott at McLeans on 
lap eight, and closed on Maxted to 
the chequered flag. 

The FF2000 class was equally 
exciting, for Reynard veteran Jan 
Langdon jumped the start, then 
made up the 10 second penalty to 
depose Paul Smith Jamun). 

Triple champion Neil Fowler and 
Nelson Rowe sluggedit out at the 
head of the FF1600 race, way clear 
of the pack once it got stuck 
behind Bernard Cox’s Lola under 
yellows at the Old Hairpin. 

After several order changes— 
anda touch or two—Rowe found 
excellent drive out of Redgate two 
laps from home. He looked 
composed until a backmarker 
squeezed him out at Schwantz 
Curve on the final lap and Fowler 
used his extra momentum to 
snatch the win. 

Behind them, Jason Minshaw, 
Simon Hadfield, John Pearson, Paul 
Sleeman and Nigel Bancroft had 
one hell ofa scrap, passing and 
repassing each other. Sleeman 
spun, and the desperate Bancroft 
shot past all three remaining rivals 
under yellows into the chicane. 
Pearson, meanwhile, pipped 
Hadfield for third at the last gasp. 

Despite a baulky gearbox on the 
run to Redgate, which dropped 
him to fifth, poleman Graeme 
Dodd led the Jaguar XK event by 
the chicane, where erstwhile 
pacesetter Rob Newall found his 
coupé reluctant to slow. 

Nigel Webb chased Dodd 
relentlessly, while Newall regained 
third when Graham Bull hada hairy 
spin down the Craner Curves. 
Newall saw Trevor Groom getting 
largerin his mirrors until Groom fell 
offat Redgate. 

The same gravel trap caught out 
"70s Road Sports class polesitter 
Sarah Hutchison’s Lancia Beta, 
amid a furious dice with the Alfetta 
GTVs of William Morton and winner 
Mark Oldfield. 

The main corps of’70s Road 
Sports were headed throughout by 
Charles Barter, whose ever-precise 
style in the Datsun 240Z was 
rewarded. After Matthew Bannister 
spun his 240Z at Redgate, Barter’s 
son Julian moved his TVR into 


MICK WALKER 


second. The family one-two was 
denied, however, when Richard 
Thorne spun his Morgan in Julian’s 
path at the chicane, having just 
bored his way past, and Alan 
Harper profited in his Lotus Elan. 

Dodd, nowin his Jaguar Mk2, 
found unexpected pressure in the 
Saloon race from Roger Cope, his 
Jaguar S-type now snorting 
through triple Weber 48DCOE 
carbs.When Coperan out of brakes 
at the chicane, Dan Cox's flame- 
spitting Anglia attacked. 

As Dodd's tyres faded, Cox 
movedin for the kill, diving past 
into the Old Hairpin. Cox left just 
enough room for the Jag on the 
outside, but Dodd founda slower 
carin the way and spun. He 
resumed, still ahead of sonJames’s 
third-placed Alfa, but Cox gleefully 
repeated last year’s win. 

Neil Wood hada busy time 
carving his Anglia through stiff 
opposition for fourth. But the big 
surprise was among the tiddlers, 
where Singer Chamois pilot Alan 
Kitson inflicted a rare defeat on 
multiple-champion Adrian Oliver, 
Kitson’s Impspeed car had been 
under attack by Mike Hanna’s Imp 
until itthrew a conrod. 

Back from an enforced layoff, 
Laurence Bailey was happy with 
Historic Road Sports honours in 
his TVR Griffith. When pursuers 
Robin Gray Jaguar E) and Chris 
Burbury (Triumph TRS) collided 
heavily at McLeans, Nigel Webb 
bagged second, andheld on 
under increasing pressure from 
Aussie Justin Murphy's Milano- 
Holden and Andy Shepherd’s 
Lotus 7. Mike Eagles tore back to 
fifth after an off, and set fastest lap 
in his Milano. 

The first attemptto run the 
Derek Bell Trophy was red-flagged 
on lap two when seventh-placed 
Tim Barry spun his March 76A at 
Redgate, triggering a seven-car 
incident. Four of them restarted, 
but when poleman lan Giles spun 
his F5000 Eagle on the Redgate ice 
rink, leader Simon Hadfield eased 
offin his Chevron B37 to take a 
straightforward win over team- 
mate Stuart Tilley’s Atlantic Modus. 


> Maxted (1) had to battle with Neil Dunkel 
i (2) and Alex Amews (38) in Classic F3 


Matthew Watts dominated the 
Classic Racing Cars event, in which 
favourite Steve Worrad (Brabham 
BT30) hada nasty surprise 
approaching the chicane on the 
first lap. “l touched the brakes and 
it swapped ends,” he said. 

Michael Schryer kept his 
Formula Junior Lotus 22 ahead of 
lan Gray's F2 Brabham BT30 for 
second, while Greg Thornton 
triumphed in a four-way FF1600 
class shoot-out, bringing his rare 
Titan Mk4 home a fine sixth. 

Try as Jamie Boot didin his TVR 
Griffith, there was no denying 
invitation class runner David Clark 
a debut Classic Sports Car victory 
in his restored Elva-BMW Mk8. 

i by Marcus Pye 


(12 LAPS) 1 Steve Maxted 
(Argo JM6) 15m23.856s (91.40mph); 2 Alex Ames 
(Chevron B38) 15m24.156s; 3 Richard Trott (RaltRT1); 
4Neil Dunkel (Argo JM3); 5 Julian Baldwin (March 783); 
6 John Bradshaw (Argo JM1). Class Winners Jan Langdon 
(Reynard SF78); Gareth Walters (Palliser WDF3). Fastest 
Lap Maxted 1m14.552 (152.10mph). 


(11 LAPS) 1 Neil Fowler (Lola 7200) 
15m08.148s(85.22mph); 2 Nelson Rowe (Crossle 20F) 
15m08.291s; 3 John Pearson (Merlyn Mk11A); 4 Simon 
Hadfield (Merlyn Mk20); 5 Nigel Bancroft (Crossle 20F); 
6 Jason Minshaw (Merlyn Mk20). FL Rowe 1m20.393s 
(87.64mph). 

(8 LAPS) 1 
Hadfield (Chevron-Chevrolet B37) 10m03.475s 
(93.22mph); 2 Stuart Tilley (Modus-BDA M1) 
10m27,201s; 3 lan Giles (Eagle-Chevrolet FA74); 4 
James Murray (Brabham-BDABT36); 5 lan Jacobs (March- 
BMW 742); 6 Peter Shaw (Brabham-BDA BT35). CW 
Tilley; Murray. FL Giles 1m12.681s(96.94mph). 


> 


(11 LAPS) 1 Charles 
Barter (Datsun 2402) 15m21.996s (78.81mph); 2 Alan 
Harper (Lotus ElanS4) 15m43.7215;3 Julian Barter (TVR 
3000M); 4 Richard Thorne (Morgan +8). CW Harper; 
Thorne; Jai Sharma (Lancia Fulvia); Bob Trotter (Ford 
Escort RS2000). FLC Barter 1m27.042s(80.95mph). 


(10 LAPS) 1 
Graeme Dodd (XK120) 15m26.762s (75.915); 2 Nigel 
Webb (XK120) 15m43.132s; 3 Rob Newall (XK120); 4 
David Hall (XK120). CW Newall; Brian Arculus (XK120); 
Mark Oldfield (Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV). FL Dodd 
1m30.109s (78.1 9mph). 
(11 
LAPS) 1 Laurence Bailey (TVR Griffith) 16m31.674s 
(78.04mph); 2 Webb 16m42.927s; 3 Justin Murphy 
(Milano GT); 4 Andy Shepherd (Lotus 7 2). CW Webb; 
Murphy; Shepherd; Robert Barrie (Porsche 911); James 
Bilderbeck (Turner-Climax Mk2); Tim Burrett (Lancia 
Aurelia B20). FL Mike Eagles (Milano GT) 1m27.284s 
(80.72mph). 


(9 LAPS) 1 David Clark (Elva-BMW Mk8) 
12m52.159s (81.98mph); 2 Jamie Boot (TVR Griffith) 
12m55.252s; 3 Allen Tice (Marcos GT); 4 Barry Sewell 
(Marcos GT). CW Boot; Tice; Stuart Tizzard (Lotus Elan); 
Les Ely (Jaguar E); Simon Ashworth (MGB); Malcolm 
Sanders (Lotus Elan $3); Steve Hill (Lotus Elite); Tony 
Bailey (Osca M74). FL Clark 1m24.065s (83.81mph). 

(11 
LAPS) 1 Matthew Watts (Brabham BT16) 15m17.266s 
(84.37mph); 2 Michael Schryver (Lotus 22) 
15m29.711s;3 lan Gray (Brabham 8130); 4 Roger Bevan 
(Brabham BT21A). CW Schryver; Gray; Greg Thornton 
(Titan Mk4); Brian Ashby (Emeryson F1); David Pullen 
(Chevron B17); Derek Walker (Terrier Mk4), FL Watts 
1m21.565s (86.38mph). 

(11 
LAPS) 1 Dan Cox (Ford Anglia 105E) 16m28.225s; 2 
Graeme Dodd (Jaguar Mk2) 16m36.369s; 3 James Dodd 
(Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint GT); 4 Neil Wood (Ford Anglia 
105E). CWG Dodd; J Dodd; Roger Godfrey (Austin Cooper 
S); Alan Kitson (Singer Chamois); Richard Lawson 
(Ford Lotus Cortina Mk1), FL Cox 1m27.425s 
(80.59mph). 


Laurence Bailey's TVR won the Historic 
Road Sports encounter with ease 
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Martyn Donn (8) and Patrick Sherrington lucked in when 
Mike Jenvey retired from Snetterton’ssecondFVeerace /F 


SNETTERTON 
750 MOTOR CLUB 


March 28 


JENVEY GLOWS, 
THEN BLOWS 


AFTER along winter 
break, Snetterton’s 
car-racing season got 
underway witha 
packed programme of races from 
the 750 Motor Club. 

Mike Jenvey enjoyed mixed 
fortunes as he launched his 
Formula Vee title defence with a 
win andanon-finish. Brake 
problems in practice left him the 
mountainous task of battling 


Blumson’s 106 and Haydon’s 
Saxo kept the crowd ri 


through the qualifying heats. Both 
times Jenvey sliced through the 
field to claim dominantwins, but 
they were only enough to put him 
16th on the grid for the finals. 
Nevertheless, such was his 
momentum that he took just four 
laps to grab the lead from Martyn 
Donnin Sunday's final. Donn 
briefly fought back, before a 
determined Jenvey slipstreamed 
tovictory on the final blast down 
Revett straight. 

Monday's final promised more 
of the same but, sadly forJenvey, 
four races in two days took their 
tolland battery failure ended his 
race. Jenvey’s demise was good 
news for Donn and Patrick 


Sherrington, who edged away 
from the field before Donn 
grabbed a lasting lead at the Esses 
onthe last lap. 

Abumper field of Stock Hatches 
enjoyed two tight heats and a final 
on both days. Robert Foreman 
outfoxed Gordon MacMillan to win 
the first of Sunday's heats, while 
Simon Hunt comfortably took heat 
two. In aterrific final, Darren 
Blumson survived the race-long 
attentions of Maurice Hayden to 
take the spoils. Gareth Wright had 
looked set to overhaul the leaders 
with alate charge, until a broken 
driveshaft shattered his hopes. 

With Wright retiring within yards 
of the start of Monday's final, 


Blumson and Hayden again 
dominated. Blumson eventually 
secured the laurels after Hayden’s 
last lap lunge atthe Esses threw 
him onto the mud. John Hemming 
had dominated the first of the 
earlier heats, while Robert Foreman 
held off Chris Petto to win the other. 
Peter Ratcliff won the opening 
Caterham Seven race, spoiling 
Keith Dunn’s fine recovery by out- 
braking him into the Esses on the 
final lap. It had been a gutsy fight- 
back by pole-sitter Dunn, who 
clawed his way into the lead after 
an early spin, only to succumb to 
Ratcliff's late challenge. The tables 
were tunedin race two, as Ratcliff 
putin a terrific comeback after an 


opening-lap spin. This time Dunn 
held his nerve for a deserved win. 

The weather conspired to 
dampen the Formula 4 action. 
Pace-setters Barry Pritchard and 
Adrian Kidd played it safe on wets 
inthe greasy conditions of race 
one. Butas the track dried, Peter 
Denham’s slick-shod Vauxhall 
Lotus swept victoriously past. Early 
drizzle also made conditions 
treacherous for race two. Kidd 
drove superbly on drytyres to 
score a crushing win. 

Craig Dawson scoreda 
remarkable brace in Hot Hatch. In 
the first, he eased away after 
Simon Harvey's first-lap challenge 
endedina spin. Harvey made 
amends in race two, making the 
early running as Dawson spun. 
Despite losing fifth gear, Dawson 
stormed back to deny Harvey with 
a brilliant last-corner move. 

Adelighted Keith Ahlers scored 
amagnificent victory in the 
opening Roadsports race, 
somehow defying Mike Gardiner’s 
potent Noble. The scale of Ahlers’ 
achievement was underlined as 
Gardiner left him standing in race 
two, smashing the lap record on his 
way to a peerless win. 

Once Anthony Raine’s spirited 
challenge ended with a spin atthe 
Esses, multiple champion Mick 
Harris eased away for a convincing 
750 Formula win. 

Eamon Matheson twice got the 
better of Ake Bornebusch to claim 
double victory in the fledgling Bike- 
Engined Series. 

Wi by Oliver Timson 


BRSCC MALLORY PARK F IATS, FORDS 


(11 LAPS) 1 Mike Jenvey 
15m01.89s (85.71mph); 2 Martyn Donn (Scarab) 
15m02.19s; 3 Ken Elliott (Leastone Bowles); 4 lan 
Buxton (GACO1/Daghorn); 5 Paul Smith (GACO2); 6 Sam 
Oliveira (GACO1). Fastest Lap Donn 1m19.80s 
(88.06mph). (11 LAPS) 1 Donn 
14m45.42s (87.30mph); 2 Patrick Sherrington (Scarab 
MKII/IV) 14m45.60s; 3 Elliott; 4 John Hughes (Leastone 
AHS); 5 Simon Robinson (Sheane Daghorn); 6 Steve 
Ough (AHS Challenger). FL Sherrington 1m19.22s 
(88.70mph). (10 LAPS) 1 Jenvey 
(Sheane) 16m00.26s (73.18mph); 2 Warren Smith 
(Sheane) 16m01.05s;3 Daniel Hands (Leastone AHS); 4 
Graham Kiddy (Sheane); 5 lan Jordan (Royale RP26); 6 
Paul Moden (Sheane). FLJenvey 1m32.59s(75.90mph). 

(11 LAPS) 1 Jenvey 15m25.63s 
(83.51mph);2 Smith 15m33,32s;3 Bob Higgins (Sheane 
98);4 Hands; 5 Moden; 6 Nick Brown (GACO1). FLJenvey 
1m21.44s(86.29mph). 


(10 LAPS) 1 Darren Blumson 
(Peugeot 106 Rallye) 15m15.64s (76.75mph); 2 
Maurice Hayden (Citroen Saxo VIR) 15m16.99s; 3 Steve 
Drewery (Suzuki Swift GTi); 4 Pat Grove (Peugeot 106 
Rallye). CW Drewery. FL Gareth Wright (Peugeot 106 XSi) 
1m29.30s (78.69mph). (10 LAPS) 1 
Blumson 15m01.09s (77.99mph); 2 Drewery 
15m02.35s; 3 Hayden; 4 Pete Morgan (Citroen Saxo). 
CW Drewery. FLPetto 1m28.78s (79.15mph)! 
(10 LAPS) 1 Robert Foreman (Citroen Saxo VIR) 
15m21.40s (76.27mph); 2 Gordon MacMillan (Peugeot 
205 GTi) 15m21.86s; 3 Paul Wilson (Peugeot 205 GTi); 


Eamon Matheson won 
the Bikesports encounter 


4 Hilary Howlett (Citroen Saxo VTR). CW MacMillan. FL 
Foreman 1m29.79s (78.26mph). (9 
LAPS) 1 Simon Hunt (Peugeot 106 XSi) 15m28.18s 
(68.14mph); 2 Jeff Humphries (Fiesta XR2i) 15m29.97s; 
3 David Lewis (Fiesta XR2i); 4 Simon Howard (Fiesta 
XR2i). CW Humphries. FL Keith Smith (VW Golf GTi) 
1m38.78s(71.14mph). (SLAPS) 1 
John Hemming (Vauxhall Nova GSi) 8m05.73s 
(72.34mph);2 Humphries 8m08.23s;3 William Horsey 
(Peugeot 106 Rallye); 4 Howlett. CW Howlett. FL 
Hemming 1m34.38s (74.46mph). 

(10 LAPS) 1 Foreman 15m29.11s (75.63mph); 2 
Christopher Petto (Suzuki Swift GTi) 15m29.43s; 3 
Howard; 4 Chris Cody (Citroen Saxo). CW Petto. FL 
Foreman 1m30.69s(77.49mph). 

(21 LAPS) 1 Peter Ratcliff (7) 
29m29.63s(83.39mph); 2 David Litchfield (Superlight) 
29m32.02s;3 Keith Dunn (Superlight); 4 Kevin Williams 
(R400). CW Neil Hinson (R400). FL Chris Milner (R400) 
1m19.63s (88.25mph). (23 LAPS) 1 
Dunn 29m48.10s (90.39mph); 2 Ratcliff29m48,35s; 3 
Litchfield; 4 Simon Fairman (Superlight). CW Hinson. 
FLRatcliff1m15.59mph (92.96mph) record. 

(15 LAPS) 1 Peter Denham (Vauxhall 
Lotus) 20m03.75s(87.57mph); 2 Barry Pritchard (Van 
Diemen RFO1/4) 20m09.01s; 3 Adrian Kidd (Van 
Diemen RFO3/04); 4 Steve Patania (Van Diemen 
Comtec), CW Pritchard; Peter Allen (Van Diemen RFOOZ); 
Richard Hypher (Van Diemen); Robert Kisby (Van 
Diemen RF93); Paul Rider (Royale RP30). FL Denham 
1m16,.53s (91.82mph). 
(14 LAPS) 1 Kidd 20m23.25s 
(80.43mph); 2 Pritchard 20m30.13s; 3 Patania; 4 
Denham. CW Denham; Malcolm Scott (Van Diemen 
RF2000); Hypher. FL Pritchard 1m15.81s(92.69mph). 

(11 LAPS) 1 Keith Ahlers 

(Morgan +8) 14m23.55s (89.51 mph); 2 Mike Gardiner 
(Noble) 14m24.74s; 3 Mal Davison (Porsche 993); 
4 Doug Ellwood (TVR Tuscan). CW David Dawson (Evante 
140TC); Pete Richards (Clan Crusader), FL Gardiner 
1m16.97s (91.30mph). (11 LAPS) 1 
Gardiner 14m12.37s (90.69mph); 2 Ahlers 14m24.30s; 
3 Davison; 4 Ellwood. CW Ed Morris (Ginetta G20); 
Richards. FL Gardiner 1m14.91s (93.81mph) record. 


(10 LAPS) 1 Craig Dawson (Astra Si) 
15m15.59s (76.75mph); 2 Dave Baseley (Vauxhall 
Nova) 15m39.23s; 3 Mike Webb (Ford Focus); 4 Simon 
Harvey (Peugeot 306 GTi). CW Baseley. FL Harvey 
1m28.01s (79.85mph). (11 LAPS) 1 
Dawson 15m33.17s (82.84mph); 2 Harvey 15m33.47s; 
3 Webb; 4 Horner. CW Horner. FL Dawson 1m22.21s 
(85.48mph). 

(8 LAPS) 1 Mick Harris (Darvi 

877) 11m30.05s (81.47mph); 2 Peter Bove (ADR750) 
11m33.49s; 3 Bob Simpson (SS Fiat); 4 Anthony Raine 
(Centaur Mk16). CW lan Allen (Marrow). FL Simpson 
1m23.88 (83.78mph). 

(15 LAPS) 1 Eamon Matheson (T5 
Mission) 19m30.95s (90.02mph); 2 Ake Bornebusch 
(Global Light GT) 19m31.91s; 3 Simon Ford (Radical 
Clubsport); 4 Peter Hurst (Fisher Fury). CW Bornebusch; 
Ford; Hurst; Oliver Hulme (Sylva Pheonix). FL 
Bornebusch 1m16.51s (91.85mph). 
(15 LAPS) 1 Matheson 19m15.48s (91.22mph); 2 
Bornebusch 19m17.07s; 3 Ford; 4 Hurst. CW 
Bornebusch; Ford; Hurst; Hulme. FL Bornebusch 
1m15.50s (93.08mph) establishes record. 

(10 LAPS) 1 Simon Lewis (x6) 
15m16.88s (76.64mph); 2 James Shea (XJ6) 
15m17.65s; 3 Zoe North (XJC). CW Chris Palmer (X}6 
X300);Simon Houlingsworth (Mk1); Richard Dorlin (XJ6). 
FL Shea 1m30.13s (77.97mph). (10 
LAPS) 1 Shea 15m07.63s (77.42mph); 2 Lewis 
15m08.39s; 3 North; 4 Taylor. CW Trevor Baines (XType); 
Houlingworth; Dorlin. FLLewis 1m29.10s (78.87mph). 
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Twist just held off his charging 
team-mate for his first Fiat win 


MALLORY PARK 


TURNS ON 
THE STYLE 


JUBILANT Steve Twist 
scored his maiden Fiat 
Racing Challenge 
victory at Mallory 
Park’s Easter Monday meeting, 
holding offan inspired charge from 
last place on the grid by his AMR 
team-mate and former series 
champion Martin Riman. 

Twist’s pole-sitting Uno led from 
lights to flag but Riman, whose 
newly-built Uno suffered a fuel 
pump failure in qualifying, reduced 
the deficit to 0.38sec at the finish. 

Riman beat his brother Mark’s 
four-year-old lap record by more 
than a second during his 
remarkable surge through the 
field, snatching second place from 
defending champion Jason 
Greatrex through Devil’s Elbow at 
the endoflap 11. 

With three laps to go Twist’s lead 
was 2.2sec, but backmarkers came 
into play on the final tour, Riman 
homedin onthe leader, but 
crucially Twist emerged from 
Shaw's Hairpin still in front and held 
his narrow advantage to the line. 

Gavin Wills maintained his 
unbeaten start to the defence of 
his Star of the Midlands FF1600 
title with a brace of dominant 
victories in his Van Diemen RFOO. 
Reynard driver Stuart Kestenbaum 
was runner-up on both occasions, 
with Paul Mason’s Swift pipping 
Oliver Radford’s Van Diemen RF90 
for the final podium place in the 
first race thanks to aneat 
manoeuvre at Gerard’s with six laps 
remaining in the race. 

Notto be outdone, Radford beat 
Mason to third place in race two, 
claiming his first-ever podium 
position with a late-braking move 
past John Miller's Swift going into 
Lake Esses. Mason snatched fourth 
place from Miller with just over a 
lap to go, swooping round the 
outside at the same corner 
sequence. Justin Dawkins, a 
regular series front-runner, retired 
from both races due to a misfire on 
his new Ray GSOS5. 

Torsten Skeen was declared the 
winner of the Ford Fiesta race, cut 
short by a crash involving Zetec 
class rivals MarcJones and 
Matthew Eagland. 


MICK WALKER 


Skeen and pole-sitter Andy 
Neate ran door to door for most of 
the opening lap until Skeen edged 
ahead at Devil's Elbow, grabbing 
the crucial inside line for the 
following Gerard’s bend. 

Skeen stayed just out of Neate’s 
reach thereafter, with Brian Roper 
finishing third ahead of a ding- 
dong duel between David Abbott 
and Roger Mahoney. Lee Mabbett 
clinched the Zetec class spoils 
after finally breaching Daniel 
Rose’s defences on Stebbe 
Straight on lap 11. 

Mark Robinson won the XR 
Challenge event from pole 
position from fellow XR2 drivers 
Graham Field and Justin Roberts. A 
race-stopping shunt at Shaw's 
eliminated reigning champion 
Mike Wright, whose XR3i had 
headed both Field and Roberts 
earlier on. 

Alively Ford Saloons encounter 
was red-flagged when Stephen 
Scott’s leading Escort Cosworth 
caught fire at Shaw's on lap five. By 
then, the similar car of Bob Ross, 
who started third, had already 
started smoking, leaving poleman 
Malcolm Wise to take the re-start 
with his main rivals absent or 
otherwise out of the reckoning. 
Wise’s Escort Cosworth duly 
powered to victory over Brian 
O’Connor, with the tenacious Tim 
Watson rising to third in his 
relatively lightweight XR2. 

The corresponding race for the 
slower Classes C-Ewas a walkin the 
park for Craig Owen’s Sierra RS 
Cosworth, which finished 10sec 
clear of Nigel England’s Fiesta. Chris 
Lester was the only other driverto 
remain unlapped by the leader. 


Gavin Wills cleared off at the 
front of the Formula Ford events 


Steve Cheetham coolly won 
both legs of the Porsche 924 
double-header, beating 2002 
champion Ryan Hooker into 
second on each occasion. 

Wi byTim Baggs 


(21 LAPS) 1 
Steve Twist (Uno) 20m18.071s (83.78mph); 2 Martin 
Riman (Uno) 20m18.452s; 3 Jason Greatrex (Uno); 4 
Mark Riman (Uno); 5 Adrian Miller (Uno); 6 Steve 
Townsend (Uno). FLMartin Riman 56.968s (85.31 mph) 
record. 
(25 
LAPS) 1 Gavin Wills (Van Diemen RFOO) 20m29.443s 
(98.82mph); 2 Stuart Kestenbaum (Reynard 89FF) 
20m57.269s; 3 Paul Mason (Swift SC94); 4 Oliver 
Radford (Van Diemen RF90). CW Kestenbaum; Mason. 
FL Wills 48.649s (99.89mph). (25 
LAPS) 1 Wills20m29.712s(98.80mph); 2 Kestenbaum 
20m51.316s; 3 Radford; 4 Mason. CW Kestenbaum; 
Radford. FLWills 48.709s (99.77mph). 

(13 LAPS) 1 Torsten Skeen (Si) 
12m03.821s (87.28mph); 2 Andy Neate (Si) 
12m05.132s; 3 Brian Roper (Si); 4 David Abbott (Si). 
Class winner Lee Mabbett (Zetec), Fastest lap Skeen 
54.779s (88.72mph) record. 

(19 LAPS) 1 Mark 

Robinson (XR2) 18m15.717s (84.27mph); 2 Graham 
Field (XR2) 18m22.283s; 3 Justin Roberts (XR2); 4 Chris 
Jones (XR3i). CW Jones. FL Robinson 56.506s 
(86.00mph). 

(12 
LAPS) 1 Malcolm Wise (Escort Cosworth) 10m30.510s 
(92.49mph); 2 Brian O'Connor (Escort Cosworth) 
10m33.862s; 3 Tim Watson (Fiesta XR2); 4 Brian Long 
(Sierra XR4i). CW Watson. FL O’Connor 51.423s 
(94.51mph). (22 LAPS) 1 Craig 
Owen (Sierra RS Cosworth) 20m28.776s (87.01mph);2 
Nigel England (Fiesta) 20m39.239s; 3 Chris Lester 
(Fiesta); 4 Barry Obey (Fiesta), CW England; James Horner 
(XR2i), FLOwen 54.404s (89.33mph). 

(18 
LAPS) 1 Steve Cheetham 17m19.870s (84.12mph); 2 
Ryan Hooker 17m23.464s; 3 Phil Hatswell; 4 Richard 
Mowbray; 5 Paul Bainbridge; 6 Martin Todd. FL 
Cheetham 56.729s (85.67mph) record. 

(16 LAPS) 1 Cheetham 15m24.572s 
(84.10mph); 2 Hooker 15m26.954s; 3 Hatswell; 4 
Bainbridge; 5 Todd; 6 Carl Powell. FLCheetham 56.784s 
(85.58mph). 
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CASTLE COMBE 


BRSCC 
March 28 


VOYAZIDES BRINGS 
IT HOME WITH BACON 


ANDY BACON’S solid 
opening stint set up 
Leo Voyazides to wina 
tremendous Top Hat 
Pre-’66 European Touring Car 
Challenge in his Ford Falcon, as 
historic endurance racing opened 
Castle Combe’s season in style. 

A fabulous array of V8 
Americana made for a thunderous 
stampede to Quarry, with Nick 
Whale (starting Richard Shaw's 
BMW 1800TIi) splitting David Clark 
(in Richard Oldworth’s Falcon) from 
Jackie Oliver (soon to lead in Shaun 
Lynn’s Galaxie), Bacon andJohn 
Young's Dodge Dart. 

Front-row starter Paul Ingram 
was slow away, but hurled Chris 
Chiles’s Mustang back to leadin 15 
laps, when Bacon pitted. Oliverwas 
already out at Quarry after some 
robust driving, and Young took up 
the chase. 

Oldworth got ahead of 
Voyazides at the stops, and they 
were nose-to-tail with 20 minutes 
remaining, when Oldworth’s 
engine blew. Chiles, clutchless, 
could do nothing about Voyazides, 
but Shaw three-wheeled the BMW 
back to within 4.3s of the Greek 
after an hour. 

Chiles and the Lotus Cortinas of 
Les Goble and Michael 
Steele/Julian Bronson were on the 
same lap as the winner, but the 
Dart faded to sixth with Grahame 
Bryant up. 

Clark and Oldworth won a 
fraught Cloth Cap sportscar 
enduro in the former's Elva Mk8. 
Steve Farthing recovered from an 
early spin to repass Lynn’s 
wonderful Ford GT40, then spun 
Chris Jolly’s Lotus 23 again amid 
traffic at the Esses. 

Lynn wentahead briefly when 
Clark was squeezed into the corner 
markers at Bobbies during lappery 
and resumed fourth. When Lynn 
relayed 1969 Le Mans winner 
Oliver, Farthing tooka turn in front 
until he went off for good at Tower. 

Clark swept through, and 
handed Oldworth a good lead over 
the Bryant family’s AC Cobra. 
Young Oliver nibbled away at his 


David Clark leads the way at the 
start of the Top Hat pre’66 race 


OLIVER READ 


splendid third, ahead of Oliver, 
whom Irish stalwart George 
Douglas had the pleasure of 
unlapping himself from after along 
stop in his Ginetta G12. 

Dave Thomas and his trusty Ford 
Capri won the inaugural Top Hat 
Groovy Baby race for Soulful’70s 
Saloons after early leader Simon 
Arber went ploughing at Tower in 
his Alfa Romeo. The BMW 2002s of 
Richard Tyzack and Simon Diffey 
didn’t last, allowing former FF2000 
and Toyota F3 racer Chris Fearon to 


advantage for a while, then settled bring 
for an honourable second onan his Vauxhall Firenza through 
oily track. Allen Tice’s Marcoswasa _ strongly for third. 


Keith Murray won his first race 
in his 350bhp Audi A4 Quattro 


OLIVER READ 


The sleek Lotus Elite of Adam 
Crowton was never headed in the 
Oldies But Goldies event, although 
Jim Prentice and Roy Chamberlain 
tried immensely hard to oust him 
in Volvo Amazon and TR2 
respectively, and Ivan Dutton was 
inthe mixin the extraordinary Alvis 
Grey Lady. Chamberlain kept 
second, despite alate spin. 

Four-wheel-drive ruled the roost 
inthe Combe Saloon event, in 
which sprinter Keith Murray won 
his first motor race in his Dialynx- 
built Audi A4 Quattro. Aftera 
messy start, he unleashed the 
350bhp beast and shook off Steve 
Turvey’s Subaru Impreza. 

The BMW M3s of Crispin 
Thomas and lan Craig gave vain 
chase, but Nick Williamson picked 
them both off before his Peugeot 
205 expired. Poleman Robert 
Ballard’s ex-Keith McAskill Astra 
went bang soon afterwards, 
leaving Craig and Tony Dolley to 
displace Thomas. A last-lap 
excursion by Turvey left Murray 10 
second clear at the flag. 

King of Combe Ed Moore won 
both FF1600 legs in his Van 
Diemen RFO1, the poleman 


coming from behind each time to 
demote Paul Barnes’s Swift SC92. 
Young Ben Norton, flying in his 
older FB89, was right with them in 
race one. 

Poleman Pat Blakeney hada 
torrid time, being sandwiched by 
Barnes and Tim Reynolds and fired 
into the infield as they crested 
Avon rise three abreast on the 
opener’s first lap. He resumed, only 
to tangle with Andy Jones’s new 
Spirit, which tore a rear corner from 
his Vector. 

Great team work helped 
Blakeney get back out forthe 
finale, in which he jostled from row 
13 to finish sixth, aided by the train 
of cars stacked behind Barnes. 
Returnee Hugh Robertson (SC92), 
Norton and NickJones (RFO1) were 
always in the chase with Brian 
Soule (RFOO) in on the act too. 
Reynolds fell back after another 
skirmish, having set fastest lap. 

Louis Davidson’s Radical was left 
floundering on pole at the lights, 
but the Special GT champion 
quickly hacked his way back to the 
front, deposing Nigel Mustill’s 
muscular Nissan Skyline and 
Norman Lackford’s Saxon. 


CASTLE COMBE BRSCC TOP HAT, CLOTH CAP GROOVY BABY, OLDIES BUT GOLDIES 


Dan Compton couldn't quite live 
with Davidson in his Radical, but 
eagerly eroded athree-second 
lead when Louis became locked 
amid backmarkers at Bobbies, and 
pressured him to the end. 

I by Marcus Pye 


COYS TOP HAT PRE-’66 EUROPEAN 
TOURING CAR CHALLENGE(1 HOUR) 1 
Andy Bacon/Leo Voyazides (Ford Falcon) 41 laps in 
1h00m01.428s (75.82mph); 2 Nick Whale/Richard 
Shaw (BMW 1800Ti) 1h00m05.782s; 3 Paul 
Ingram/Chris Chiles (Ford Mustang) 41; 4 Les Goble 
(Ford Cortina Lotus) 41; 5 Michael Steele/Julian Bronson 
(Ford Cortina Lotus) 41; 6 John Young/Grahame Bryant 
(Dodge Dart) 40. Class Winners Whale/Shaw; Goble; 
Peter Baldwin/Graham Churchill (Austin CooperS);Steve 
Gray/Tony Jardine (Hillman Imp). Fastest lap Ingram 
1m23.622s (79.64mph). 

COYS CLOTH CAP PRE-’66 
SPORTSCAR CHALLENGE (1 HOUR) 1 
David Clark/Richard Oldworth (Elva-BMW Mk8) 44 laps 
in 1h00m16.423s (81.03mph); 2 Grahame & Oliver 
Bryant (AC Cobra) 1h01m08.218s; 3 Allen Tice (Marcos 
GT); 4 Shaun Lynn/Jackie Oliver (Ford GT40); 5 George 
Douglas (Ginetta-Lotus G12); 6 Tim Fish (TVR Griffith). 
CW Bryant/Bryant; Tice; Douglas; Lynn/Oliver; Chris 
Sharpe/Neville Priest (Elva-Lotus t/c Mk7); Spadge 
Hopkins/Chris Blewett (Ginetta G4), FLLynn 1m17.597s 
(85.82mph). 

COYS GROOVY BABY CHALLENGE 
(30 MINS) 1 David Thomas (Ford Capri) 22 laps in 
31m16.323s (78.08mph); 2 Simon Arber (Alfa Romeo 
Giulia Sprint GT) 31m30.127s; 3 Chris Fearon (Vauxhall 


Firenza); 4 Peter Mallett (Ford Capri), CW Arber; Fearon; 
Simon Park (Lancia Fulvia HF); Chris Whelan (AR Giulia 
SuperTi); Steve Rogers (AR Giulia GTAJunior). FLThomas 
1m23.731s(79.54mph). 


(30 MINS) 1 Adam Crowton (Lotus Elite) 20 laps in 
30m14.077s (73.42mph);2 Roy Chamberlain (Triumph 
TR2)30m30.139s; 3 Jim Prentice (Volvo Amazon); 4 Ivan 
Dutton (Alvis Grey Lady). CW Chamberlain; Dutton; 
William Lynch (Austin A30); Martin Elson (Austin A40). FL 
Crowton1m27.565s (76.05mph). 


(10 LAPS) 1 
Keith Murray (Audi A4 Quattro) 13m33.525s 
(81.86mph); 2 Steve Turvey (Subaru Impreza) 
13m43.910s; 3 lan Craig (BMW M3); 4 Tony Dolley 
(Peugeot 206 GTi). CW Tony MacWhirter (Vauxhall 
Corsa); Russell Poynter-Brown (Vauxhall Corsa). FL 
Murray 1m19.511s (83.76mph). 


(8 LAPS) 1 Ed 
Moore (Van Diemen RFO1) 9m57.357s (89.19mph);2 
Paul Barnes (SwiftSC92) 9m59.081; 3 Ben Norton (Swift 
FB89); 4 Hugh Robertson (Swift SC92). CW Barnes; 
Norton, FLBarnes 1m13.096s (91.11 mph). 
(10 LAPS) 1 Moore 12m31.965s(88.56mph);2 Barnes 
12m33.650s; 3 Nick Jones (Van Diemen RFO1); 4 
Robertson. CW Barnes; Norton. FLTim Reynolds (Swift 
$C92) 1m12.976s (91.26mph). 

(12 LAPS) 

1 Louis Davidson (Radical Prosport-Suzuki) 14m09.390s 
(94.09mph); 2 Dan Compton (Radical Prosport-Suzuki) 
14m10.065s; 3 Norman Lackford (Saxon SRC-BDA); 4 
David Smith (Mallock-Vauxhall Mk34). CW Lackford; 
Keith Sprules (Ferrari 355). FL Davidson 1m07.699s 
(98.37mph). 


Graduate racer Gary Kennedy 
hips inside Martin Oxborough 


THRUXTON 
BARC 


March 28 


KENNEDY LEAVES IT 
TO THE LAST CORNER 


LAPRECORDS were 
rewritten wholesale at 
Thruxton, where three 
Caterham Graduate 
races produced a combined 
winning margin of less than one 
second! Best win of the lot was 
Garry Kennedy’s in the opener, as 
he could hardly have leftit later— 
he only hit the front on the very 
last corner. 

The wide open spaces of the 
ultra-fast Hampshire circuit are 
ideal for equally-matched 
machinery and it turned into a real 
cat-and-mouse thriller, with place 
changes galore. 

“Thatwas areal slipstreamer of a 
race,” exclaimed first-race winner 
Kennedy, who'd only been seventh 
quickest in qualifying. 

Ifthe victor’s progress was well 
timed, then consider Martin 
Oxborough’s yo-yo up and down 
the lap chart. He led, slipped to 
seventh and then led again a lap 
later—itwas that kind of race. He 
eventually finished second, beaten 
byjust 0.132s. David Hewitt 
completed the podium visitors. 
Just more than one second 
blanketed the top five. 

The lap record didn’t go in that 
one, butit did in the Super 
Graduate class race, where Toby 
Briant lopped a whopping three 
seconds off the benchmarken 
route to third place. He led at one 
stage, butit was long-time front 
man Rory Young who timed things 
just right, coming back to oust first- 
placed Jamie Ellwood on the 
penultimate lap. Again, a second 
covered the top five. 

Thenitwas the turn of the Mega 
Graduates to rewrite the record 
book, with sixth-place finisher 
andlast-lap spinner Tim Jump 
lowering the standard by more 
than two seconds. 

Red flags flew for an opening-lap 
incident at the complex, before 
the shortened re-run produced 


another dose of wheel-to- 
wheel racing. 

Mike Welburn led early on, but 
was dumped to sixth by mid- 
distance as Matthew Burrows and 
co upped the ante. A ballsy move 
by Christopher Batten took him to 
the front on lap nine, but Burrows 
redressed the situation two laps 
later and held on to win by just over 
halfa second. George Longmuir 
completed the top three. 

The first of the MGOC races fell 
to sometime champion Gary 
Smith, who debuted a newly-built 
MGF to replace a previous long- 
suffering example which had 
endured a hard life before he 
acquired it. Smith moved 
ahead at half-distance to deny 
polesitter and and erstwhile leader 
Stuart Plotnek. 

Notsurprisingly, MGFs filled the 
top 10 places, with Jim Baynam 
celebrating his 25th year of 
competition in the same hard- 
working MGB, coming out best of 
the Class Brunnersin 11th spot. 

Paul Naish ‘won’ the later race, 
on his debut ina ZR, but the victory 
didn’t stand for very long asa 
yellow flag infringement cost him 
a one-second penalty, handing 
race honours to fellow ZR driver 
Robb Addison. 

Fellow ZR graduate David Mellor 
had earlier traded the lead with 
Addison until he plunged off the 
circuit atthe complex on lap five. 
Mellor’s demise was the signal (as if 
he needed it) for Naish to apply the 
pressure on Addison, but his 
‘winning’ pass on lap nine was his 
undoing. Addison was four 
seconds under the lap record. 

Such was their pace, the front 
two left Adrian Olsson some 26s 
adrift. Putting a quite disastrous 
2004 campaign behind him, Andy 
Campbell was best of the Maestros 
in fourth spot. 

David Howard toyed with the 
opposition in the Post Historic 
race, the Newbury man stretching 
the long legs of his Jaguar XJ12 
on the straight bits to keep Nick 
Dannand Stephen Primett at 
arm’slength. 

Stacy Vickers recordeda 
remarkable victory in the Group 


GARY HAWKINS 


5 THRUXTON BARC CATERHAM GRADUATES, MGOC, GROUP ONE TOURING CARS 


Stacy Vickers went from 30th 
to first in the Gpl Touring Cars 


One race, his Mazda RX7 starting 
lastona 30-car grid after breaking 
its differential on the opening lap 
of qualifying. 

Vickers was sixth after one lap, 
second after another circuit and in 
front on lap three. 

Chris Bright, Jim McLoughlin and 
early race leader Adrian Fuller were 
overshadowed as they chased the 
red carin vain. 

Hardly surprisingly, Nigel Garrett 
crushed the Classic Thunder 
opposition in his now fuel-injected 
Rover SD1.Jody Halse, in his 
considerably less powerful BMW 
325, was next best, just ahead of 
the screaming Mk 1 Ford Escort of 
Steve Dillon. 

The Classic & Historic Saloon 
Cars were combined with the 
ModProd Saloons to form the 
curtain-closer. 

Neil Philpotts took the spoils in 
his Mitsubishi Starion, working 
hard to keep Gareth Porter's well- 


LAPS 


"ito Go 


GARY HAWKINS 


GARY HAWKINS 


driven Peugeot 205 at bay. Marc 
Taylor ensured a Starion 1-3, 
while David Hall’s Lotus Cortina 
was comfortably best of the 
older machinery. 

Hl by Dud Candler 


(12 LAPS) 1 Garry Kennedy 
19m58.537s (84.92mph); 2 Martin Oxborough 
19m58.669s; 3 David Hewitt; 4 Mark Parsonage; 5 
Robert Herring; 6 Charlie Watt. Fastest lap Andrew 
Smith 1m36.725s (87.68mph). 


(13 LAPS) 1 Rory Young 
20m00.337s (91.85mph); 2 Jamie Ellwood 
20m00.590s; 3 Toby Briant; 4 Paul Manyweathers; 5 
Chalie Hunt; 6 Sean Southwood. FL Briant 1m29.879s 
(94.36mph) record. 


(12 LAPS) 1 Matthew 
Burrows 17m59.802s(94.25mph); 2 Christopher Batten 
18m00.353s; 3 George Longmuir, 4 Christian Marryat; 5 
Mike Welburn; 6 Tim Jump. FL Jump 1m27.945s 
(96.44mph) record. 


(10 LAPS) 1 Gary Smith (F) 
16m07.649s (87.65mph); 2 Stuart Plotnek (F) 
16m08.331s; 3 Paul Naish (F); 4 Martin Wills (F). CW Jim 
Baynam (B). FLNaish 1m34.733s (89.53mph) record. 


(10 LAPS) 1 Robb Addison (ZR) 
15m48.114s (89.45mph); 2 Naish (ZR) 15m48.881s 
(inc 1s pen); 3 Adrian Olsson (ZR); 4 Andy Campbell 
(Maestro). CW Campbell. FL Addison 1m33.017s 
(91.18mph) record. 


(8 LAPS) 1 
Stacy Vickers (Mazda RX7) 12m50.127s (88.10mph);2 
Chris Bright (RoverSD1) 12m52.860s; 3 jim McLoughlin 
(Ford Capri); 4 Adrian Fuller (Ford Capri). CW Bright; Andy 
Hayne (VW Golf GTi); Brian Goodwin (Renault STS). FL 
Vickers 1m33.894s (90.33mph). 


(10 LAPS) 1 David Howard 
(aguar X}12) 16m09.997s (87.43mph); 2 Nick Dann 
(Ford Capri) 16m10.574s; 3 Stephen Primett (Ford 
Escort); 4 Neil Bray (Ford Capri). CW Dann; Primett; 
Steven Young (Mini Clubman); Peter St Barbe (Lotus 
Cortina). FL Tony Crudgington (Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint) 1m35.234s (89.06mph). 
(10 LAPS) 
1 Nigel Garrett (RoverSD1) 14m53.789s(94.89mph);2 
Jody Halse (BMW 325) 15m08.357s;3 Steve Dillon (Ford 
Escort); 4 Norman Rickett (BMW 1602). CW Halse; 
Howard; Peter Nixon (VW Golf GTi). FL Garrett 
1m27.147s (97.32mph). 


(10 LAPS) 1 
Neil Philpotts (Mitsubishi Starion) 15m23.772s 
(91.81mph); 2 Gareth Porter (Peugeot 205GTi) 
15m25.006s; 3 Marc Taylor (Mitsubishi Starion); 4 Tim 
Saunders (Honda Integra Type R). CW Porter; Dennis 
Bassom (Toyota Corolla GT); Graeme Roberts (Ford 
Escort); David Hall (Lotus Cortina); Thomas Lailey De Ville 
(Ford Anglia); Andy Messham (Austin Mini). 


Rory Young, Jamie Ellwood and Toby Briant ; 
thrash out the Caterham Super Graduate spoils 
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OULTON PARK 
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ON-FORM LUFFARELLI 


CLAIMS DOUBLE WIN 


VW Corrado wasa 
double winner in the 
VSR/Silhouette & 
Super Silhouettes at Oulton on 
Monday. The eventual winner ran 
side by side with the Corrado of 
Mark Jones early in the first race, 
but when his rival retired the lead 
was made safe. Keith White and 
Shane Brereton soon went clearin 
second and third, with Brereton 
stealing second exiting Lodge on 
lap seven. lan Fewings took third 
when White slowed on the last lap. 
White led the opening lap in 
race two, with Luffarelli taking 
Brereton for second around the 
outside of Old Hall on the second 
tour. White held off the first-race 
winner fora couple of laps before 
losing out past the pits. 
He then slowed again, allowing 
Brereton and Jones to sweep past. 
Chris Chisnall fought off his 
rivals to take his Van Diemen RFOO 
toa simple win in the opening Opal 
Telecom NW FF1600 Post-’86 race. 
Richard Tannahill’s Swift lost an 
early second to Mike Gardner's Van 
Diemen at Knickerbrook, but 
claimed the place back at Old Hall. 
Although the top three had madea 
break, race debutant Neil Boardman 
started to edge his Van Diemen 
closer to Gardner. Through 
Knickerbrook for the fourth time 
Gardner ran wide, so Boardman 
snatched third and Jonathan Lang 
latched onto Gardner too. 
Tannahill closed on Chisnall 
towards the end as the leader 
picked up a misfire, but also had to 
keep an eye on the threatening 
Boardman, who came home third. 
Caterham Academy Champion 
Guy Harrington secured a victory in 
his Roadsport Inter debut, ina race 
thatwas red-flagged twice. Mike 
Blackadder provided race-long 
pressure but appeared to have lost 
second to Neil Fletcher at Old Hall 
onthe 10th lap. Butwhen Mike 
Richards and Howard Pessall went 
offat Deer Leap, red flags handed 
second back to Blackadder. 
Harrington led an early three-car 
break in race two, from Blackadder 
and Nick Potter. But Fletcher came 
storming through into second at 
Old Hall on lap five and had the lead 
before the end of the lap. 
Blackadder was forced back to 
fourth with Potter heading the 
chasers. Harrington briefly 
regained second on lap 11 as 
Fletcher's lead was eroded. But 
Potter attacked again and nosed 
into the lead atthe end oflap 15. 
Fletcher still had enough in handto 
grab the advantage back, though, 
while Harrington pipped Potter for 
second two laps from home. 
Henry Fletcher had a relatively 
easy win in the first Caterham 
Roadsport Brace, after Jeremy Ellis 


FABIO LUFFARELLI’S 


TIMWHITTINGTON 


lost it at Old Hall on the opening 
lap. Chris Fryar broke clear of the 
pack to consolidate second and 
Ellis’s recovery nettedhim third. 

Ellis made no repeat of his 
mistake in race two and slipped 
past Fletcher to lead out of 
Cascades on lap two.A terrific duel 
ensued before Fletcher had brake 
problems and had to concede. 

After John Loebell’s Reynard 
FF88 pulled off at Island on the 
seventh lap of the Pre-87 NW 
FF1600 opener, David Franklin 
upped his pace to shake off the 
Reynard of race debutant 
Andrew Meyrick. 

Andy Page’s Giulietta had no 
serious challengers in the Alfa 
Romeo encounter, as he cruised to 
an easy win over Roger Evans’ GTV. 
Anthony George battled from 
ninth on the first lap to take third. 
lM by Peter Scherer 


VSR/SILHOUETTE & SUPER 
SILHOUETTE (10 LAPS) 1 Fabio Luffarelli (VW 
Corrado) 15m38.862s (85.35mph); 2 Shane Brereton 
(WW Corrado) 15m50.078s; 3 lan Fewings (Peugeot 206 
GTi); 4 Keith White (VW Corrado), Class Winner Stephen 
Barnard (Pontiac Grand Prix). Fastest Lap Luffarelli 
1m32.722s (86.42mph). 

RACE TWO (10 LAPS) 1 Luffarelli 15m34.409s 
(85.76mph);2 Brereton 15m44.630s; 3 MarkJones (WW 
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Corrado); 4 White. CW Jonathan Hoggarth (PontiacGrand 
Prix), FLLuffarelli 1m31.780s (87.31 mph). 

OPAL TELECOM NW FF1600 POST- 
*86 (13 LAPS) 1 Chris Chisnall (Van Diemen RFOO) 
20m15.256s (85.72mph); 2 Richard Tannahill (Swift 
SC94)20m15.922s;3 Neil Boardman (Van Diemen RF91); 
4 Jonathan Lang (Van Diemen RFOO). CW Tannahill. 
FLLang 1m32.393s (86.73mph). 
MOTORSPORT NEWS CATERHAM 
ROADSPORT CHALLENGE (9 LAPS) 1 Guy 
Harrington 15m05.835s (79.62mph); 2 Mike Blackadder 
15m05.997s; 3 Neil Fletcher, 4 Nick Potter; 5 Bill Addison; 
6 Stephen Rowden. FLFletcher1m39.161s(80.81mph). 
RACE TWO (18 LAPS) 1 Fletcher 30m20.815s 
(79.22mph); 2 Harrington 30m21.100s; 3 Potter; 4 
Blackadder; 5 Addison; 6 Roger Norris, FL Harrington 
1m39.441s(80.58mph). 

MOTORSPORT NEWS CATERHAM 
ROADSPORT CHALLENGESB (12 LAPS) 

1 Henry Fletcher 20m31.391s (78.09mph); 2 Chris Fryar 
20m42.601s; 3 Jeremy Ellis; 4 Luke Dimsdale; 5 Adrian 
Argyros; 6 Paul Jepson. FL Ellis 1m40.062s(80.08mph). 
RACE TWO (12 LAPS) 1 Ellis 20m22.502s 
(78.66mph); 2 Fletcher 20m 24.342s; 3 Argyros; 4 Chris 
Sedgwick; 5 Darren Faraway; 6 Jepson, FL Fletcher 
1m40.412s(79.80mph). 

OPAL TELECOMNWFF1660PRE-’87 
(13 LAPS) 1 David Franklin (Reynard FF89) 20m55.929s 
(82.94mph); 2 Andrew Meyrick (Reynard FF84) 
21m06.7315; 3 David Ashton (Reynard FF89); 4 Robert 
Wyke (Reynard FF89), CW Meyrick. FL John Loebell 
(Reynard FF88) 1m33.740s (85.48mph). 
ALFAROMEOS (12 LAPS) 1 AndyPage (Giulietta 
Turbo) 21m08,803s (75.79mph); 2 Roger Evans (GTV) 
21m17.818s;3 Anthony George (33); 4 Le Penn (33). CW 
George; Evans; Chris Finch (156); Penn. FL Page 
1m43.957s (77.08mph). 


Will Gollop gave his local fans 
something to cheer at Lydden 


, 
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DEN HILL 
RALLYCROSS 


March 28 


GOLLOP BOOSTED BY 
FIRST-ROUND GLORY 


LYDDENHEROWIl| 
Gollop rattled off 
victory in the opening 
round of the MSA 
British Rallycross Championship, 
fending offJohn McCluskey’s 
challenge until a puncture put the 
latter’s Citroén Xsara into a spin 
and retirement. 

Lawrence Gibson was third and 
houndedin the first couple of laps 
by Andy Grant, Pat Doran,George 
Tracey and Dermot Carnegie, who 
had been higher but slipped down 
the order after a third-lap off. 

McCluskey’s exit was the cue for 
the order to be stirred again in the 
last couple of laps. Doran held third 
until fuel surge hindered his 
progress— Carnegie and Tracey 
swept by. Butall of this was of no 
concern to Gibson, whowasina 
safe second, or Gollop, who cruised 
through the last two laps. 

Fastest time of the dayin the 
third heat transformed Gollop’s 
day and allowed the local driver to 
claim pole for the Supercar A Final. 

The day had started less well 
when suspect oil pressure, traced 
toa faulty sensor, led to retirement 
inthe first heat. Gollop then 
hounded Gibson through the 
second heat, the Ulsterman using 
a freshly-watered track to his 
advantage as he set fastest time in 
the heat. That was enough for him 
to start between Gollop and 
McCluskey on the front of the grid. 

Champion Carnegie started 
fourth, his revamped Focus almost 
like anew car and presenting its 
driver with one or two difficulties. 
Steve Mundy claimed to have no 
more than putsome paint on his 
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Keith White (38) and Shane 
Brereton (48) battle at Oulton 


car, buthe hada great day. Fastest 
inthe first heat and fifth in the 
second, he started in the middle of 
theA Final ahead of George Tracey, 
Pat Doran and Andy Grant. The 
latter had tipped Kevin McCann out 
of the main event despite retiring 
from the third heat with a puncture. 

Gordon Rogers was top qualifier 
inthe K&N Filters SuperModified 
category buthe could do nothing 
about Dave Bellerby’s fast-starting 
Lotus Elise. Julian Godfrey gotthe 
drop onthe Yokohama Stock Hatch 
pack atthe start of the A Final and 
never looked back.The Yokohama 
Junior A Final was taken by Kyle Orr, 
wholed from the start and held off 
the spirited Ashley Simpson. 

The BTRDA Junior Final was 
closer fought. Orr and Lewis 
Hopkins led before Andrew Jordan 
moved ahead and hung on to take 
anarrow victory from Orr. Green 
and Sellar improved on their 
placingsin the British section with 
class wins in the BTRDA event. 

Wi byTim Whittington 


MSA _ BRITISH RALLYCROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP SUPERFINAL (5.5 
LAPS) 1 Will Gollop (Ford Focus) 4m05.69s; 2 Lawrence 
Gibson (MG Metro 6R4) 4m08.42s; 3 Dermot Carnegie 
(Ford Focus) 4m1 1.62s; 4 George Tracey (Peugeot 306) 
4m12.69s; 5 Pat Doran (Ford Fiesta) 4m13.76s; 6 Andy 
Grant (Ford Escort) 4m17.96s, 

SUPERCAR AFINAL (4.5 LAPS) 1 Gollop 
3m20.33s; 2 Gibson 3m21.915; 3 Camegie 3m22.44s, 
SUPERMODIFIED A FINAL (4.5 LAPS) 1 
Dave Bellerby (Lotus Elise) 3m30.69s; 2 Mike Sellar 
(RenaultClio SportV6) 3m33.58s;3 Des Wheatley (Rover 
Metro) 3m33.77s. 

STOCKHATCHAFINAL (4.5 LAPS)1 Julian 
Godfrey (Peugeot 205 GTi) 3m51.09s; 2 Rodney Green 
(Citroen Saxo VTR) 3m52.31s; 3 Don Shannon (Citroen 
Saxo VIR) 3m56.25s, Junior (all Mini) 1 Kyle Orr4m11.70s; 
2 Ashley Simpson 4m12.96s;3 Lewis Hopkins 4m20.56s. 
BTRDA CLUBMANS RALLYCROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP A FINAL (4.5 LAPS) 
SuperModified 1 Sellar3m46.85s; 2 Gary Dixon (Vauxhall 
Astra GTE) 3m48.64s; 3 Jonny Greer (Ford Puma $1600) 
3m57.26s. Stock Hatch 1 Green 3m53.42s; 2 Steve 
Heppenstall (Peugeot 205 GTi) 4m01.06s; 3 Gary 
Johnston (Peugeot 205 GTi) 4m03.03s. Junior 1 Jordan 
4m12.05s;2 Orr4m12.19s; 3 Simpson 4m12.54s. 


RACHEL BOURNE 


BRITISH GT & FORMULA FORD PREVIEWS 


NATIONAL L 


BilsitgoingtobePo 
again this year? 
MjThe only other serious contenders are the TVRs. 
It’s avery well-funded team with good engineers and 
drivers. They'll be strong competitors. Eclipse are new 
tothe Mosler but the carhas potential. The Ferrari will 
definitely be better at tracks such as Donington or 
Thruxton because ofits weight distribution, but! think 
we [andthe TVR] will enjoy places like Knockhill and 
Mondellowith ourtraction offslow corners. 


Blsit going to be Porsche versus Ferrariin G12 
again thisyear? 

WH Ourmain competition will be Scuderia Ecosse and 
the Porsches, but!’m sure we can mixitwith them. 
The carwas alittle down on powerin the Le Mans 
Endurance Series races last year, butitis reasonably 
competitive. We gotamongthe Porsches and Ferraris 
atSpa. It’s very strongin some areas like braking, but 
the main thingto develop this yearis the engine. 


Qc eu 


BY id = MWhat’s changed since lastyearforyou? 
MIKE MICHAEL What's changed since lastyearforyou? WARREN PATRICK The carhas changed alittle butithas the same bare 
JORDAN - CAINE Notalotbesides Caineyjoining. Personnel-wiseits HUGHES PEARCE bones. The teamis basically new, though. There are 
AGE:47 AGE: 36 the same, andwe've just been doing detail work on AGE:36 AGE:23 alotofnewfaces andit’s much bigger. Alan 
2004: 6THINBRITISHGT 2004: INTERNATIONAL the carduringthewinter.We've gotacertainamount 2004:LMES/FIAGTWITH 2004:LMES PART-SEASON  Mugglestoneis nowfullyin charge. Thingswill 
CHAMPIONSHIP (2WINS) OUTINGSINSYNERGYTVR _Ofstabilitythere. Some teams are throwing huge SYNERGY ANDGRUPPEM WITHROLLCENTRERACING — improvevery quickly—heisan excellent engineer. 
sums of money into winning—so | hope Embassy 
THE TEAM don’twinandwe’re the number one Porsche! THE TEAM Mi How doyoufeel about your own pairing? 
Mike Jordan’s set-up is mostly The TVRs are still something of an | don’t knowanything about Patrick, but Alan 
unchanged, except for Michael Caine MiHowdoyoufeel aboutyour own pairing? unknown quantity, but they may jostle seems to rate him quite highly. I'd like to think we'll 
taking over from Mark Sumpter as co- Michael lacks a bit of experience in the carandhe’s the leaders fromtimetotime.JonnyKane _ bethestrongerpairing, butit’s hard to say. It’s going 
driver. Caine lacks Porsche experience hadalmostno dry testing. He’s incredibly laid-back and Lawrence Tomlinson will pilot the to beinteresting. 
but nobody doubts that this friendly and quite ajoker, butvery serious inthe car. He beat second car. 
outfit will be quickly on the pace. mein TVRssol've gota healthy respectfor him. MWhat doyouthink of the scrapping of 
penalties for ‘professional’ drivers? 
MWhat do you think of the scrapping of Lastyear’s system wasn’t especially fair. penalised 
penalties for ‘professional’ drivers? experience buthad nothing to dowith speed. It’s 
Ican see why they droppedit. | don’tlike penalties— afairersystem now—though the races might be 
itis supposed to be racing. more predictable! 
@Doyouthinkthe two enduroswillthrowup MDoyouthinkthe two enduroswillthrowup 
some surprises? some surprises? 
Yes. That’swhere teams with endurance experience Itwill help well-prepared, reliable teams. Andthe 
like ourselves might have an advantage. hardware of the TVR traditionally isn’tan issue. 


CUP CLASS PREVIEW 


STRENGTH IN NUMBERS 


IN 2003 the GT3 class 


Porsche 911 squad team has flitted in and out 


look strong, with the lead returns with its Morgan for 


(née Cup class) for heavily Tech 9 Motorsport has car driven by Martin Rich of the series but has taken team boss Keith Ahlers and 
production-based claimedthe teams’ and Julian Westwood. class wins, including third youngster Oli Bryant, while 
sportscars may have been championship for the past Jason Wilcox and Ni outrightatSilverstonelast | thereisnmewmachineryin | 
introduced as something twoyears,andwouldhave = Amorinwonthedrivers’ year. Experienced duo the form of a brace of BMW. | 
of a panic measure to taken last year’s drivers’ crown last year in a Ferrari Robin Ward and Marco Z3 Coupés run by Bigfish 
ensure credible grids, but crown but forits line-up withthe now-defunctDRM — Attardwillcomplementthe — Racing (Chris Wilson and 

itis to the credit of series chopping and changing. Motorsportteam, leaving rapid pairing ofJamieSmyth — Alistair Davidson) and 

organisers that the class Abrace of Porsches from marque specialist DAMAX and Miles Hulford. Hawthorn Motorsport Jan 

has grownin strength. Team Parker Racing also as the likely challenger. The Class stalwart Team Aero — Persson and Rod Barrett). 
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Trying to pick a winner from the 
main contenders in this year’s 
British GT field is something of 
a gamble. By RICHARD ASHER 


FERRARO/LAT 


Wilsit going to be Porscheversus Ferrariin G12 Wlsit going to be Porsche versus Ferrariin G12 
again this year? 5 f again this year? 

NC Definitely. The Porscheisarealturnkeyracecar.| © femme 8 8 , AK wouldn’tthink so. The TVR cars have got pretty 
wasn’tsure the choice was right but after our Monza test ~. 4 good drivers so they will be quick. The Moslerswill 
lastweek|'m convinced. You don’tneed to keep re- be strong too. Mike Jordan is always fast, andthe 
engineering the carto make it go quicker. Both Ferraris Embassy drivers should be fairly quick, butthe team 
will be quick—watch outfor Niarchos and Mullen. mighttake time to get used to the Porsche. 


MWhat’s changed since lastyearforyou? 
Ben joins me as co-driver, which is good. Jonathan 


MWhat’s changed since lastyearfor you? 
The carisin 2005 specanditfeels alot better. The 


Pa ae Sal __ France has taken the whole operation in-house. He’s a= aii a = i — teamhasnewengineers, andthe added inputwe'll 
NEIL BEN very dynamic and loves his PR—we're lucky to have NATHAN ANDREW be getting from builders Michelotto should makea 
CUNNINGHAM ~ COLLINS found a guy who wants to be another Ron Dennis or KINCH KIRKALDY difference. Chris Niarchos and Tim Mullen are in the 
AGE:42 AGE:28 Frank Williams, AGE:22 AGE:28 same spec car, which will help us to compare data. 
2004:1STHINBRITISHGT 2004:RACEWINNERINSCSA 2004:3RDINBRITGTWITH 2004:3RDINBRITGTWITH 
CHAMPIONSHIP STOCKCARCHAMPIONSHIP ‘ill Howdo you feel about your own pairing? SCUDERIAECOSSE(SWINS) — SCUDERIAECOSSE(SWINS) fill Howdoyoufeel aboutyour own pairing? 

We always joke around alot butstill push each other in Itshould be stronger. Nathan seems to have picked 
THETEAM the rightway. He’s very good andfieryintraffic; oneof ~=898THETEAM up this yearwhere he left offlastseason. He has been 
Thechampionship’s most colourfulteam __ the bestdrivers|’'ve everbeen pairedwith.Ben’sstrong © Themostconsistentrivalsto the very quick and was just a fraction off mewhenwe 
has taken full charge of the operation and aggressive over one lap, whereas I’m more champion Porsche last year, Kinch and tested at Magny-Cours. 
from Xero Competition, and switched consistent overa long distance. Kirkaldy are back again with an updated 


from a Corvette to a Porsche. Neil 


360. Their team-mates Chris Niarchos Mi What do youthink of the scrapping of 
Cunningham gets pacy Ben Collins as his MWhat do youthink of the scrapping of and Tim Mullen nowhave anidenticalcar _ penalties for‘professional’ drivers? 
co-driver, so this should bea frontrunner. __ penaltiesfor‘professional’ drivers? and should fly. It's good—last year you got penalised forhavinga 
Good idea. Ifa driveris slow then think the thingto certain pairing regardless of whether itwas successful 
do is make him quicker. I’m quite surprised I've been ornot.It’snota problem that they've keptsuccess 
classed as an amateurthough! ballast, but! do think that Neil Cunningham should 


be classified as a professional! 
lm Doyouthinkthe two enduroswill throw up 


some surprises? @ Doyouthinkthe two enduroswillthrow up 
The smartest team will win at Donington, and maybe some surprises? 

that can be ourselves. Magny-Coursis afantastictrack, [tshould play into ourhands. Itwill also help us for 
butwe won'thavea chance against the FIA GT teams LMES and Le Mans. It’s nice to see that variety—and 
because of their straightline speed. the safety carwon’tbe ableto ruin the result! 


DONNELLY v D’‘AGOSTINO 


IT’SBEEN a good old- weekend—though the Atthe time ofwriting, Joe Tappypartnershim;he'lldo  Bakerand Norwegian 
fashioned sparse winterfor — serieswon’tbe racing at d’Agostino and Charlie well ifthe Winter Series is Thor-Christian Ebbesvik. 
Formula Ford UK. Signings Spa.Onthe otherhand,the — Donnellylookedthe most anything to go by. Nexa Racing will not 
have been few and far Stéphane Ratel/Jonathan likely title contenders. D'Agostino also has return, but ex-engineer 
between, and some deals Palmer politicsmeansthat — Donnellywillbe backin stabilityinthathe’s sticking Lindsay Allenwill field cars wo 
may only be donethisweek. low-profile tripsto Jamun’s Mygale andwillbe — with TeamJLR, buthe’llbe under the Fluid Motorsport 
FFord remains on the Snetterton, Oulton Park keentokeephispaceupfor movingup into one ofthe Developments banner. 
F3/GT package, which and Brands Hatch will be the duration. After all, itis latest Van Diemen chassis. — Carl-Olov Carlsson will race 
earnsitan offshore round made separately from the his third year in the series, He'lljoin BRDC Single- at Donington Park, with 


atthe Nurburgring LMES SRO circus. ditto with Jamun. Duncan seater graduate Jonny further outings possible. 


In front of a crowd of thousands, home town hero Ayrton Senna takes 
the chequered flag after using a Brazilian downpour to his advantage 


DIVINE INTERVENTION in 
the form ofa tropical downpour 
helped Brazil's favourite son, 
Ayrton Senna, race his way to 
alegendary home triumph at Interlagos, and 
also helped McLaren to its 100th GP victory. 

In qualifying, however, ahome win looked 
impossible for Senna. Williams’ Alain Prost 
effortlessly grabbed pole, almost a second 
ahead of team-mate Damon Hill, with the 
Brazilian back in third. 

Prost roared away at the start, but Senna 
gotthejump on Hill, who slipped to third. 

As the field streamed towards the first 
corner, all hell broke loose. Michael Andretti 
had made a poor start from the third row of 
the grid and Gerhard Berger's Ferrari made 
ground on the McLaren. The cars touched, 
skidded across the grass and crashed into a 

: 2. concrete wall. 


Meanwhile, Prost had opened up alead to 
Senna, with Hill retaking second on lap 11. 

On lap 24 Senna pitted to serve a stop/go 
penalty imposed because he had overtaken 
under yellows while the accident wreckage 
at the start was cleared away. He rejoined in 
fourth place just as the heavens opened and 
dived backinto the pits for wet tyres. 

Confusion reigned as the tropical deluge 
raged. As cars spun off, Prost came across an 
accident, attempted to avoid some debris, 
aquaplaned and slid into Christian Fittipaldi’s 
Minardi. His race was over. 

With Hill leading, the rain stopped, 
prompting a flurry of pitstops to switch tyres. 
The Brit pitted on lap 41, one after Senna. 
The Brazilian seized the moment and dived 
by, taking a lead he wouldn't relinquish, 
much to the delight of his home crowd. 
Autosport April 1, 1993 
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RARE VIEW 


_- ANNIVERSARIES 


This is the closest Bjorn Waldegard (right) came to 


any sort of trophy during the Swedish Rally in 


1971. Driving a Porsche 9115, he finished fourth 


dDec19 2002) 


Christian Danner (b 1958) 


LAT 


LAT ARCHIVE 


AUTOSNORT 


WE’RENOT quite sureifit’s 
deliberate, butit’s still funny. 
Welcometothe madcap 
world of Marcus Gronholm. 

Here are some ofthe double 
world champ’s best quotes. 


Policeman: “You can’tdrive 
with that car.” 

Gronholm: “Ohyes, | can drive, 
ifyouwillletme...” 
Facingthe longarm of the 
lawwith three wheels on 
his wagon, Rally GB 2004 


“Pm fed up with this car!” 
Landing himselfin hotwater 
withthe management, after 
the 307 proved repeatedly 

troublesome in Mexico 2004 


“The carslidestoo much, 
the road is too narrowand 
the ditches are too deep!” 
Anhonestresponsetoa 
question as to why he wasn’t 
pushing Petter Solberg 
harderin Sweden 2005 


“Tell Corrado three’s enough!” 
Amessage backto team boss 
Corrado Proveraafterhe 
seta quicktime through the 
fearsome Ouninpohja stage 
on Rally Finland 2004— 
without fourth gear 


“You're driving like an old lady” 
To Petter Solberg afterSS6 of 
Mexico. Didn’tendthatway 


“Oh, sorry, sorry, sory...” 
Gronholm to hisin-car 
camera aftera volley of abuse} 
following a mid-stage slip 


“| picked up a Christmas tree!” 
Arriving at service with some 
greenery onRally Japan 2004 


“|think!'ll opena garage and 
change brakes fora living!” 
After spending leg two of 
Rally Mexico 2005 changing 


Kevin Cogan (b 1956) Juha Kankkunen (b1959) = his cooked brake pads 
Toni Gardemeister Nicolas Lapierre (b1984) APRILS 
pave i (b1975) —————~ __ Soheil Ayari(b 1970) 
BEFORE THEY Sagres ° APRIL3 Ronnie Bucknum 
APRILI Emmanuel Collard (b 1936) 
WERE FAMOUS AlanKulwicki(d1993) ——(b1971) Tom Coronel (b 1972) 
an ————— __ Frank Dernie (b 1950) Keith Odor (b 1962, 
APRIL2 Jari-Matti Latvala(b 1985) - dSep 111995) 
NOW multiple F3000 Fabrizio Barbazza (b 1963) ail ———— _ Alexandre Prémat 
championteam bosswith Jack Brabham (b 1926) APRIL4 (b1975) 
Super Nova, afresh-faced Guy Fréquelin (b 1945) Richard Attwood (b 1940) 
David Sears is pictured here Mike Hailwood (b 1940, Roberto Colciago APRIL6 
savouring his success in the 17 dMar23 1981) (b 1968) Hermann Lang (b 1909, a 
1979 FFord 1600 series. ee ee = Will Hoy (b1952, MarkSkaife (b 1966) dct 19 1987) taeabed irate) 


ot 


The hairs on the back of your hairs will stand up. 


The SEAT Leon Cupra R. 


This is no car for the faint-hearted. As you gun the 1.8 20V T turbo engine and it discharges a 225PS power wave 
through the 6-speed transmission, you can take comfort in the fact that the only laws you might be breaking are 
Newton’s. All Leon Cupra R owners receive a free track day to puta Leon Cupra R through its paces, as well as 


2 SEAT Sport racing jackets and a VIP day at the BTCC as a guest of SEAT*. auto emocion 


*Terms and conditions apply. Please see www.seat.co.uk for terms and conditions or visit your local dealer. 
Fuel consumption and CO, emissions for Leon Cupra R, measured in accordance with 
EU Directive 99/94. Urban: 22.6mpg / 12.5 ltr per 100km, Extra urban: 42.8mpg / 
6.6 ltr per 100km, Combined: 32.1mpg / 8.8 ltr per 100km, CO, : 211g/km. 


